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South Dakota maintains Information Centers at rest 
areas along the Interstate highways.  You will find visitor 
information, rest rooms, drinking water, picnic facilities, 

vending machines, pet exercise areas and sanitary disposal 
dumps.  Overnight camping is prohibited by law. 
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Information Centers & Rest Areas

New Effington (southbound)
I-29 at mile post
Open 7 days/wk 

Wilmot
(northbound and southbound)
I-29 at mile post
Open 7 days/wk
Welcome Center (seasonal)

Valley Springs (westbound)
I-90 at mile post
Open 7 days a week 

Vermillion 
(northbound and southbound)
I-29 at mile post
Open 7 days a week, 
Welcome Center (seasonal)

Salem (eastbound)
I-90 at mile post
Open 7 days/wk 

Salem (westbound)
I-90 at mile post
Open 7 days/wk 

Vivian (westbound)
I-90 at mile post
Open 7 days/wk

Chamberlain
(eastbound and westbound)
I-90 at mile post
Open 7 days/wk, 
Welcome Center (seasonal)

Wasta (eastbound)
I-90 at mile post
Open 7 days/wk, 

Wasta (westbound)
I-90 at mile post
Open 7 days/wk, 

BHills Visitor 
Information Center
I-90 at mile post
Open 7 days/wk,

Spearfish (eastbound)
I-90 at mile post
Open 7 days/wk, 
Welcome Center (seasonal)

100s of

“THINGS-TO-DO”

VIDEOS!

Tag Along with Our Video Crew…



100s of

“THINGS-TO-DO”

VIDEOS!

PLAY

VIDEO

Scan these Icons to see 
each Video Overview! 

Tag Along with Our Video Crew…

DID YOU KNOW…
How the “West Was Won,”  starring Jimmy 
Stewart, George Pepard and an all star 
cast, was the first movie filmed in South 

Dakota nominated for Best 
Picture.  The 1963 garnered 

eight nominations and 
three Oscars.

Dakota nominated for Best 
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Find the exit number of your destination (below) and check the next mile marker 
number as you pass.  Subtract the small number, the di�erence = miles to go. 
I-90 EXITS NUMBERS
1 Rest Area
10 SPEARFISH
12 
14 G F L C
17 to DEADWOOD
23 G F L
30 to STURGIS
32 G F L C
34 
37
40
42
44
46 G F L C
48 G F L 
51 RAPID CITY
     BLACK HILLS
55 
57 G F L 
58 G F L   
59 G F L 
60 G F L 
61 G F L 

MOUNTAIN
TIME ZONE

CENTRAL
TIME ZONE

263 

CHAMBERLAINCHAMBERLAIN

CHAMBERLAIN to MURDOCHAMBERLAIN to MURDO

Missouri River

260 

248 
241 235 226 225 220 214 208 212 

201 191 Elevation 
1405 

Elevation 
2325 

Oacom a 251 

47 

Reliance Ly ma n Kennebec Presho Vivian
Draper 

47 

273 

Information 
Center 

83 

MURDOMURDOMURDO

192 

M
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S
T 
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Auto 

Museum 
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? 
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I-90 

I-90 

Golf Course 

RV  Park

CAMPING
Presho
New Frontier  605-895-2604

I-90I-90

I-90
South Dakota

Area Expanded

PIERREPIERRE

53 

South Dakota
State Capital

MURDO to WALLMURDO to WALL

Elevation
2457

Kadoka
191 192

Elevation
2325

Information
Center

83

Okaton

183177
170

172

163
152

170150143127121
116

112

110

109

Belvidere

63

WALLWALL

73

Badlands National Park
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ST
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To
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To
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Exit 170
1880 TOWNTraveler Magazine

South Dakota

I-90

?

177
63

I-90I-90I-90
South Dakota

Area Expanded

MURDOMURDOMURDO

67 
78 G F L
84
90
99 G F L
100 Rest Area
101
107
109 WALL
110 G F L C
112
116
121
127
131 BADLANDS
       G F L C
136
143
150 KADOKA
152 G F L C
163 G F L 
164 Rest Area
        East Bound
167 Rest Area

         West Bound
170 G F C
172
177
183 G
191 MURDO
192 G F L C
201 G F
208
212 to PIERRE G F L
214
219 Rest Area
         East Bound
220
222 Rest Area
         West Bound
225 PRESHO
226 G F L C 
235 G F L C
241
248 G F
251 
260 CHAMBERLAIN
263 G F L C 

265 G F L C 
272 G F L
284 G F L C 
289
296 G F L C 
301 Rest Area
308 G F L C 
310 G F
319 G F
325
330 MITCHELL
332  
335 G F L C 
344 G F
350
353 G F
357
363 Rest Area
364 G F L C 
368
374 G F C 
379 G F
387 G F
390 G F C   

396 SIOUX FALLS
399
400 G F L C 
       Jct. I-229

Time Change near Exit 191, Murdo 
Mountain & Central Standard

402 C
406 G F
410 G F
412 Rest Area

I-90

DID YOU KNOW?
South Dakota is one of only 12 states 
with a single area code���(605).
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MAY
5/23-24.........Summer Kickstart, Deadwood
5/23-9/30.....Mt Rushmore Lighting Ceremony, Keystone
5/25 ...............Back When They Bucked, Deadwood
5/28-9/27.....Outlaw Square Concert Series, Deadwood
5/31-6/1 .......Mickelson Trial Marathon, Deadwood
5/31 ...............Ft Sisseton Lantern Tour, Lake City
5/31 ...............FruhlingFest, Rapid City
6/1-6..............Ride Across SD, Rapid City
6/5-7..............BH Quilt Show & Sale, Rapid City
6/5-8..............Wheel Jam, Huron
6/6-7..............Deadwood PBR, Deadwood
6/7-8..............Ft Sisseton Historical Festival, Lake City
6/7-8..............Siouxland Renaissance Festival, Sioux Falls
6/8-9/16 .......BH Playhouse Season, Custer
6/8..................1880 Train Old West Shootout, Hill City
6/13-14.........Wild Bill Days, Deadwood
6/13-15.........Custer O�-Road Rally, Custer
6/14 ...............Wild Deadwood Reads, Deadwood
6/14-15.........Arts in the Park, Aberdeen
6/14 ...............Mt Rushmore Rodeo, Palmer Gulch Resort
6/14 ...............Pine Island Gravel Odyssey, Spear�sh
6/14-15.........Brookings Kite Festival, Brookings
6/15 ...............1880 Train Old West Shootout, Hill City
6/18-21.........BH Camaro Rally, Spear�sh
6/19-21.........Czech Days, Tabor
6/20-22.........Old Settlers’ Days, Highmore
6/20-22.........Mickelson Trail Summer Trek, Lead
6/20 ...............Dalesburg Midsummer Festival, Vermillion
6/20-22.........Scavenger’s Journey, Murdo
6/20-22.........Farley Fest, Milbank
6/21 ...............Mt Rushmore Rodeo, Palmer Gulch Resort
6/22 ...............1880 Train Old West Shootout, Hill City
6/25-28.........Crystal Springs Rodeo, Clear Lake
6/26-29.........SD Shakespeare Festival, Vermillion
6/27-29.........Quarry Days, Dell Rapids
6/28 ...............Ft Sisseton Lantern Tour, Lake City
6/29 ...............1880 Train Old West Shootout, Hill City
6/29-7/20.....Game of Clue at Ft Sisseton, Lake City

JULY
7/2-4..............Sitting Bull Stampede Rodeo, Mobridge
7/3-4..............Gold Camp Jubilee, Lead
7/4..................4th of July Parade, Watertown
7/4-6..............Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate 

Annual WACIPI, Agency Village 
7/6-11............3 Deadwood Wheeler Rally, Deadwood
7/6..................1880 Train Old West Shootout, Hill City
7/11-13.........Deadwood Blues Festival, Deadwood
7/11-12.........Lallycooler, Sioux Falls
7/11-13.........Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant, De Smet
7/12-13.........Brookings Summer Arts Festival, Brookings
7/12 ...............Grassland Gravel, Ft Pierre
7/13-17.........Dakota 600, Keystone
7/13 ...............1880 Train Old West Shootout, Hill City
7/16-19......... BH Corvette Classic, Spear�sh
7/17-19.........Cookin’ on Kampeska, Watertown
7/17-20.........Corn Palace Stampede Rodeo, Mitchell
7/17-20.........Get On! Adventure Festival, Sturgis
7/18-20.........Gold Discovery Days, Custer
7/18-20.........Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant, De Smet
7/18-20.........Badlands Astronomy Festival, Interior
7/18-20.........Annual Festival in the Park, Spear�sh
7/18-20.........Burke Stampede Rodeo, Burke
7/18-19.........Murdo Ranch Rodeo & Bronc Ride, Murdo

7/18-19.........Storybook Land Festival, Aberdeen
7/19-20.........LifeLight Hills Alive, Rapid City
7/20-26.........Days of ’76 Rodeo & Parade, Deadwood
7/20 ...............1880 Train Old West Shootout, Hill City
7/25-27.........Laura Ingalls Wilder Pageant, De Smet
7/25-27.........Annual Bruce Honey Days, Bruce
7/26 ...............SD Chislic Festival, Freeman
7/26 ...............Stars, Strolls & S’Mores, Lake City
7/27 ...............1880 Train Old West Shootout, Hill City
7/31 ...............Palace City Pre-Sturgis Party, Mitchell
7/26 ...............Ft Sisseton Lantern Tour, Lake City

AUGUST
8/1-10............85th Sturgis Motocycle Rally, Sturgis 
8/1-9..............Sioux Empire Fair, Sioux Falls 
8/1-3..............Annual Sioux River Folk Festival, Canton
8/1-3..............Ft Sisseton Escape Room, Lake City
8/3..................Mt Rushmore Rodeo, Palmer Gulch Resort
8/7-9..............Clay County Fair, Vermillion
8/9..................Mt Rushmore Rodeo, Palmer Gulch Resort
8/11-17.........Brown County Fair, Aberdeen
8/11-14.........Turner County Fair, Parker
8/15-24.........Central States Fair & Rodeo, Rapid City
8/15-17.........Summer Arts Festival, Yankton
8/16-17.........Annual Rosholt Threshing Bee, Rosholt
8/16 ...............Thunderhawk Wide Open, Lemmon
8/17 ...............Mt Rushmore Rodeo, Palmer Gulch Resort
8/17 ...............1880 Train Old West Shootout, Hill City
8/19-24.........Kool Deadwood Nites, Deadwood
8/27-9/1 .......SD State Fair, Huron
8/31 ...............Annual Dakota Five-0, Spear�sh
8/31 ...............1880 Train Old West Shootout, Hill City

SEPTEMBER
9/5-6..............Ribs, Rods & Rock N’ Roll, Vermillion
9/6-7..............Hill City Quilt & Fiber Arts Show, Hill City
9/6..................SideWalk Arts Festival, Sioux Falls 
9/8-14............Sanford International Golf Tournament, Sioux Falls
9/12-13.........BH PolkaPalooza, Palmer Gulch Resort
9/13 ...............1880 Train Wine Express, Hill City
9/13-14.........Kuchen & Twin Rivers 

Old Iron Harvest Fest., Delmont
9/19-21.........SiouxPercon, Sioux Falls 
9/19-20.........Deadwood Jam, Deadwood
9/25-27.........Custer State Park Bu�alo Roundup 

& Arts Festival, Custer
9/27 ...............1880 Train Oktoberfest Express, Hill City
9/27-28.........Wheelin’ to Wall, Wall

OCTOBER
10/4-5............Run Crazy Horse Marathon & Races, Custer
10/10-12.......Black Hills PowWow, Rapid City
10/11.............Bierborse, Rapid City
10/18............. SD Pheasant Hunting Season Opens, Pierre
10/24-25.......DeadWeird, Deadwood

NOVEMBER
11/7-8............Sioux Empire Arts & Crafts Show, Sioux Falls
11/15-12/31....BH Christmas Tree Permit Season, Black Hills
11/26-28.......1880 Train Holiday Express, Hill City
11/28-12/28.....1880 Train Holiday Express Spiked, Hill City

DECEMBER
12/15.............SD Snowmobile Trails Season Opens, Black Hills

2025 Calender of Events

SHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOP
ALL 32 TEAMS

Large Variety of NFL Products…

On Highway 16 to
Mount Rushmore

(1 mile past Bear Country)

OPEN EVERYDAY
(thru December 24th)

605-343-3440

Only one coupon per family. Cannot be 
used with any other discounts. Valid only on 

Regular Priced items. Expires 12/15/25.
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CAMPING
Yogi Bear               332-2233

SD Area Code 605 

LODGING   SD Area Code 605
Best Western ................. 361-3118
Holiday Inn Exp............ 361-0122
Holiday Inn Exp SW..... 275-4155
LaQuinta Inn & Suites .. 275-4555

S Louise Ave

DID YOU KNOW…
The falls in Sioux Falls 

drop 90 feet over the 
distance of a mile.

DID YOU KNOW 
• South Dakota’s state insect is the honey bee.

 • Honey is the only food that does not spoil. Honey found 
in the tombs of Egyptian pharaohs has been tasted by 

archaeologists and found edible.
• To make a half-kilo, bees must collect nectar from over 

two million individual flowers

10% OFF
Not valid with any other promotion
or discount. Must bring coupon at 

check-in. Excludes Cabins. Valid 2025

SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA
   Enjoy Sioux Falls’ historic downtown with specialty shops offering 
everything from Native American artwork to South Dakota-made gifts, 
plus more!  Or head to The Empire and Empire East Malls, which offer 
more than 200 stores.  And don’t miss Sioux Falls’ Great Plains Zoo, 
Washington Pavilion and many museums showcasing Plains and Native 
American history and art.
   Truly the most beautiful sight in the area, the Falls of the Big Sioux 
River are magnificent waterfalls after which the city was named.  Enjoy 
nature’s splendor from three viewing areas with access walks and 
railings.  Clean picnic areas allow for a great day in the great outdoors.
Falls Park Visitor Information Center and Viewing Tower also offers a 
sound and light show sharing the history of Sioux Falls.
   Whether you’re up for a  round of championship golf, scenic biking, or 
blading along our 15 mile recreation trail, you’ll be amazed at the variety 
of outdoor opportunities and more than 60 parks. Sioux Falls offers 
waterslide parks, go-karts, indoor playlands, swimming pools and more!

• South Dakota’s state insect is the honey bee.
 • Honey is the only food that does not spoil. Honey found 

in the tombs of Egyptian pharaohs has been tasted by 
archaeologists and found edible.

SIOUX FALLS
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www.cornpalace.com

Guided Tours •Two Gift Shops
SD Gift Baskets• Corny Snacks

The World’s Only Corn Palace is Mitchell’s premier 
tourist attraction. Some 500,000 tourists come from 
around the nation each year to see the uniquely designed 
corn murals. The city’s first Corn Palace was built as a way 
to prove to the world that South Dakota had a healthy 
agricultural climate.

A Rich History 
Eight years before the turn of the 20th century, in 1892 

(when Mitchell, South Dakota was a small, 12-year-old city 
of 3,000 inhabitants) the World’s Only Corn Palace was 
established on the city’s Main Street. During it’s over 100 
years of existence, it has become known worldwide and 
now attracts more than a half a million visitors annually. 
The palace was conceived as a gathering place where city 
residents and their rural neighbors could enjoy a fall festival 
with extraordinary stage entertainment - a celebration to 
climax a crop-growing season and harvest. This tradition 
continues today with the annual Corn Palace Festival held 
in late August each year.

By 1905 the success of the Corn Palace had been 
assured and a new Palace was to be built, but this building 
soon became too small. In 1919, the decision to build a 
third Corn Palace was made. This one was to be permanent 
and more purposeful than its predecessors. The present 
building was completed in 1921, just in time for the Corn 
Palace Festivities. That winter Mitchell hosted its first boy’s 
state basketball tournament. The building was considered 
to have the finest basketball arena in the upper Midwest 
area.

In the 1930’s, steps were taken to recapture the artistic 
decorative features of the building and minarets and kiosks 
of Moorish design were added restoring the appearance of 
early day Corn Palace.

The Corn Palace Today
Today, the Corn Palace is more than the home of the 

festival or a point of interest of tourists. It is a practical 
structure adaptable to many purposes. Included among 
its many uses are industrial exhibits, dances, stage shows, 
meetings, banquets, proms, graduations arena for Mitchell 
High School and Dakota Wesleyan University as well as 
district, regional and state basketball tournaments. USA 
Today named the Corn Palace one of the top 10 places in 
America for high school basketball.

The Palace is redecorated each year with naturally 
colored corn and other grains and native grasses to make 
it “the agricultural show-place of the world”. We currently 
use 13 different colors or shades of corn to decorate the 
Corn Palace: red, brown, black, blue, white, orange, calico, 
yellow and now we have green corn! A different theme is 
chosen each year, and murals are designed to reflect that 
theme. Ear by ear the corn is nailed to the Corn Palace to 
create a scene. The decorating process usually starts in late 
May with the removal of the rye and dock. The corn murals 
are stripped at the end of August and the new ones are 
completed by the first of October.

Cherie Ramsdell is the current panel designer. The Corn 
Palace is known around the world as a folk-art wonder on 
the prairie of South Dakota.

The World’s Only Corn Palace is Mitchell’s premier The Corn Palace TodayTodayT

World’s 
Only

A-Maize-ing Ear-chitecture!

CORN 
PALACE
CORN 
PALACE

World’s CORN World’s CORN World’s CORN CORN CORN World’s CORN World’s CORN World’s CORN World’s CORN CORN CORN World’s CORN World’s CORN World’s CORN World’s CORN CORN CORN World’s CORN World’s CORN World’s CORN World’s CORN CORN CORN World’s CORN World’s CORN World’s CORN World’s World’s CORN World’s CORN World’s CORN World’s World’s CORN World’s CORN World’s CORN World’s CORN CORN CORN CORN 
World’s Only

Corn Palace Festival August 20-24, 2025

DID YOU KNOW…Since 1892, there have been three 
Corn Palace structures built. The Mitchell founding 

fathers wanted something to put their town on 
the map, and there you have it. An average ear 

of corn has 800 kernels, arranged in 16 rows.

fathers wanted something to put their town on 
the map, and there you have it. An average ear 
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Decorating the Corn Palace    Each year, the Corn Palace is redecorated, sporting a new theme.  The decorative materials 
for the Corn Palace are all native corn, grasses and grains of South Dakota.  The new theme 

is selected each year by the Corn Palace Committee along with Cal Schultz, our artist.  Approximately 29 local residents are hired each summer to 
redecorate the Palace.
   The process begins in the early summer when all of the grasses and grains are removed from the building and replaced in new geometric designs.  
3,000 bushels of Milo, rye oat heads and sour dock are tied into bundles and nailed to the building.
   ,n the late summer when the corn matures, the mural pictures are replaced. 7he new scenes are drawn on black roofing paper and are marked as to 
which of the �� different colors of corn goes where.  7hink of it as a very large corn�by�number proMect�  7he roofing paper is then tacked onto the 
palace, and the crew using tall scaffolding, literally nails each ear of corn in its designated space.  About 275,000 ears of corn are sawed in half and 
nailed flat�side to the building.  ,t takes appro[imately three months to redecorate the palace at an annual cost of over ����,��� each and every year.

“State Parks Country”
Most of South Dakota’s state parks and state recreation 

areas are located in the eastern one-third of the state� 
nearly all of them are associated with tree-rimmed lakes�  
Along the I-29 and I-90 corridors� you will also Ànd a 
necklace of highly deYeloped commercial campgrounds 
that speciali]e in delu[e facilities� serYice and modern 
conYeniences�

More than 100 clear Elue lakes� created Ey glacial actiYity 
nearly 12�000 years ago� dot northeastern South Dakota�  
Romantic Indian names identify the lakes in this region�  
1early eYery lake has a homey resort on it� and state parks 
at the Eigger lakes offer some of the most sophisticated 
puElic campsites in South Dakota�  And yes� the  Àshing is 
great�  7he spring-fed glacial lakes aEound with walleyes� 
northerns� Eass� crappies and Eluegills�

Prime campsites in southeastern South Dakota are 
associated with the -ames� Big Siou[� and the 0issouri 
RiYers�  7his is  lakeside or riYerside camping at its Eest� 
Campgrounds at Lewis & Clark Lake� Lake 0adison� Lake 
Herman and 1ewton Hills State Park are Yery popular� 

All along Interstate 90� which is ´the tourist trailµ 
through South Dakota� priYate Eusinesses haYe created 
delu[e oYernight campgrounds and R9 parks that serYe 
thousands of traYeling Yacationers�

EASTERN REGION CAMPINGEASTERN REGION CAMPING

MITCHELL

PLAY

VIDEO
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Corn Palace
W est 23rd  A ve. 

W 15th 

1st  A ve. 

E Havens Ave. 38 

Norway Street 

Spruce Street

Lake 
Mitchell 37 
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Pizza Ranch

DISTANCE TO:
Sioux Falls          66
Chamberlain   69
Wall 217
Rapid City 275
Deadwood 316
Mt. Rushmore 298

Super 8 
R&R Campground

Sa
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n 

St
 

M
in

ne
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TOP  ATTRACTIONS
Corn Palace
Archeo Dome

LODGING
Area Code 605

Super 8 996-9678
Hampton Inn 995-1575

CAMPING
R&R Campground 996-8895

Archeo Dome

I-90

��6DQIRrG�+HDOWh�COiQiF
��+ROO\ZRRG�6W\OHs
��+DOOPDrN�*ROG�CrRZQ
��5iGGOHs�-HZHOr\
��7hH�7XPEOHZHHG
��:DXsDX�+RPHs

��4Xi]QRs�6XE
��'ROODr�/RDQ�CHQWHr
��3rR�1DiOs
��*/,.6
��CRQsRrWiD�CRQsXOWiQJ

+,*+/$1'�0$//�

(OHYDWiRQ��������������IW�
Population       14,558

Exit 332
Exit 330

Exit 335

Exits 
330, 332 & 335MITCHELLMITCHELL

+DPSWRQ�,QQ
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I-90, Exit 332 • Highland Mall • 605-996-1214
Mon-Fri 10-7 • Sat 10-6

A
Unique Shopping Experie

nce!

Home Decor • Apparel • Accessories
 Gifts for Every Occasion

M atress F irm

T h e T um b l ew eed
H al l m ark  G ol d C row n

P ro N ail s

Riddl es J ew el ry

G l ik s 

B l arney ’ s

H ol l y w ood 
S ty l e

EXIT 332

DID YOU KNOW…

A French geographer drew the first 

accurate map of South Dakota in 

1702, over a century 

before Lewis & Clark 

explored the area.

Mitchell EXITS 330, 332  & 335
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DID YOU KNOW…
The shoreline of Lake 
Oahe is an amazing 2,250 
miles long.  There is more 

shoreline in South 
Dakota than in 

California.
Dakota than in 

California.

CHAMBERLAIN / OACOMA

EXITS 265, 263 & 260

Chamberlain & Oacoma

Hillside Motel
Gateway to the Missouri River

Senior Citizens Discount
Family Rates

CLEAN ROOMS
TOURIST INFORMATION

To Make Your Reservations Call 
605-734-5591 • 1-800-435-5591

www.allenshillside.com

Current Missouri River 
fishing info is available at:

 1-800-445-FISH (3474) 
* (Info April - Oct.)

South Dakota contains some of 
the finest fishing waters in North 
America. Between the mountain 
lakes and streams of the Black Hills, 
and the glacial lakes of eastern 
South Dakota, anglers will find 
fishing opportunities in stock dams, 
prairie rivers, and giant reservoirs.  
Nearly 30 fish species provide 
anglers with a variety of fishing 
adventures. The most popular fish 
include walleye, salmon, bluegill, 
crappie, perch, bass, pike, trout 
and catfish. South Dakota’s fishing 
season, with some exceptions, is 
open year-round, providing quality 
four-season fishing.

South Dakota Fishing…South Dakota Fishing…CHARLY’S

605-234-6238
606 E. King • ChambErlain, SD

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
• &KLOGUHQ·V 0HQX

  • 6HD )RRG
• )XOO BDU

bESt
StEaKS in

town

9LGHR LRWWHU\Low Rates • Color Cable TV • Air Conditioned
34 Modern Units • Direct Dial Phones • MstrCard/Visa

Adjoining Restaurant and Lounge

Senior Citizens Discount
R

ALLEN’S
FISHING GUIDE

SERVICE
98% SUCCESS!WALLEYE

25 Miles West of Chamberlain

DID YOU KNOW…
American Island was once located south of the Interstate Bridge, 
between Chamberlain and Oacoma.  The island was given to 
Chamberlain  in 1889 to be used as a park.  Chamberlain was 
con- nected to the island by a pontoon bridge and in 1905 a 

railroad pile and barge bridge which was converted to 
steel in 1918. In 1953, Fort Randall Dam �ooded the 

island and it was sold to the Corps of Engineers 
for $420,000.
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Old 16 Bridge

Missouri 
River O

as
is

 P
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-N
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k

Best Western
Motel

Hillside Motel
Charlie’s Restaurant

& Lounge

To 
Sioux 
Fall s 

To 
Rapid City 

TOP ATTRACTIONS
Missouri River Sports
South Dakota Hall of Fame
Al’ s Oasis

CHAMBERLAINCHAMBERLAIN

OACOMAOACOMA

South Dakota 
Hall of Fame

American Creek

Glenn Ave.

LODGING
Best Western .. 734-5575
Hillside Motel .. 734-5591

SD Area Code 605

MILES TO:
Rapid City 200
Mt Rushmore 222
Kadoka  110
Murdo    69
Mitchell    70
Sioux Falls 140

Exit 260

Exits 263 & 265

Exit 260 Exit 263 Exit 265
I-90

CHAMBERLAIN / OACOMA

2025 Non-Resident Fishing Fees
Non-Resident licenses are valid from 12/15/24 to 1/31/26
Annual Fishing ..........................................$80.00*
One Day Fishing.........................................$16.00*
Three Day Fishing ......................................$45.00*

2025 Resident Fishing Fees
Resident licenses are valid from 12/15/24 to 1/31/26
Annual Fishing ................................  $31.00*
One Day Fishing................................ $10.00*
Sr. Annual Fishing (65+)...................... $17.00*
Combo License (fishing/small game/trapping) .... $60.00*

Steven Page Photography

Fish Measurement Regulations
Persons on the water or actively engaged in fishing must leave 
the head, skin, and fins attached to all fish. Only gills, entrails and 
scales may be removed. This restriction also applies to ice-fishing.

Fish Measurement Regulations

LENGTH

Habitat Stamp  A person 18 years of age or older will 
purchase a Habitat Stamp when applying for or purchasing a fishing license:

Resident .....................................................$10
Non-Resident................................................$25

*(Plus agent fee $4) 
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Dukes of Hazzard “General Lee” On Display

• Motels
• Restaurants
• Campground
• Retail Stores/Shops
• Tap House

  with this Coupon on tickets to the
Pioneer Auto Show

TRAVELER COUPON
$1.00 per Adult
50¢ per ChildSAVE

KID’S
TREASURE

HUNT

• Municipal !irport
• !utoRepair/Dearlership
• Grocery Store
• Banks/!TMs
• Fuel Stations

• Electric Charging Stations
• Dog Boarding/Washing
• Shooting Range
• Coffee Shop
• !ntiQues

• Hunting & Fishing
• Golfing
• 6eterinarian
• !rena for Horses
• City Park/Pool

 60�
66�
3070
www.pioneerautoshow.com

DiscoverMURDO
The Place to stop for Western Hospitality

Murdo Area 
Chamber of Commerce

605-669-3333
www.murdosd.com

,-90 ([LWV �9� 	�92 • &URVVURDGV RI 83 	�90

MURDO
The Place to stop for Western Hospitality

Discover

ANTIQUETOWN

FOOD COURT
Covered Wagon Cafe

& Gift Store

Exit

World Famous

Show
42 %XLOGLQJV +RXVLQJ 2YHU 250 &DUV

605-669-269�

Something for the 

Entire Family!

PLAY

VIDEO
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• Cold Beer and Mixed Drinks
• Full Menu • Families Welcome

605-669-2677
West Edge of Murdo

702 W. 5th St • Murdo, SD  57559

BUFFALO BAR & RESTAURANT

   Travel back in time at the Pioneer Auto Show and Prairie Town, or Dave Geisler’s “Big Show.”  You’ll see over 250 rare, 
classic vehicles, from a 1902 Oldsmobile to a 1968 Shelby Muscle Car.  You’ll also 

find over 100 different collections 
including fine china, nickelodeons 
and band organs in this 10-acre, 
39-building antique town.
   Have you ever walked down the 
main street of a Historic Prairie 
Town? Or been inside a one-room 

school house? Here at the Pioneer Auto Show and Prairie Town you will see… Henry Ford’s 
Garage, the Livery Barn, a 1900s Train Caboose, General Store, Jail House and more.  To 
visit all the displays and buildings at the “Big Show” you really need to take an entire day.
   “The Hallmark Gift Shop” - over 4,500 sq. ft. of collectibles! Shop for items such as specialty 
cars, caps, road signs and T-Shirts! Browse our shop and take a piece of history home with 

you. There is something for everyone!
   Built in 1994, it is a welcome 
addition to the Pioneer Auto Show 
and meets the needs of hungry 
visitors. Ice cream and malts are 
always a favorite treat. Casual family 
dining in a nostalgic atmosphere.

PIONEER AUTO SHOW & PRAIRIE TOWN

To 
Rapid City 

To 
Sioux Falls 

MURDOMURDO

I-9 0 

LODGING

Sioux Motel 605-669-2422

Exit

World Famous

TOP ATTRACTIONS
Pioneer Auto Museum
1880 Town

MILES TO:
Rapid City 135
Mt. Rushmore 156
Kadoka 42
Chamberlain 71
Mitchell 128
Sioux Falls 221

Pioneer 
Auto Museum 

Buffalo Bar
& Restaurant

Country
Store Fuel

Exit 192

Exit 191

1880
Town

(West 21 miles)

Exits 
191 & 192

A massive hail stone nearly the size of a volleyball 
fell in Vivian, South Dakota, setting the new record 
for the largest hailstone ever recorded. Discovered, 

measuring 8.0 inches in diameter, 18.625 
inches in circumference, and weighing in 

at an amazing 1.9375 pounds.

PO Bx 46 • 203 Main St • Murdo, SD  57559

CORKY’S
AUTO SUPPLY

PLAY

VIDEO

DID YOU KNOW…
Oahe Reservoir, which 

backs up behind Oahe 
Dam, near Pierre, SD, is 
a lake with over 2,400 
miles of shoreline. 

The lake extends all 
the way to North Dakota 
and stops just ten miles 
short of their capital of 
Bismarck. South Dakota 
has more shoreline than 

the state of 
California.



TRAVELER MAGAZINE          16The Land of 
Monumental 
Experiences

Her arms are spread wide to embrace the 
sun, her shawl draped gently over her shoulders 
as she dances to her honor song and welcomes 
you to western South Dakota.  Her name is 
“Dignity” and, in spite of her 50-foot height, 
her masterfully sculpted but gentle expression 
offers a blessing or perhaps a benediction. She 
is a testament to the sculptor’s skill in capturing 
Eative American history, spirituality, sadness 
and hope in a single face.  She stands at the 
Chamberlain Rest Area, overlooking the ͞Mighty 
Missouri River͟ as a monumental transition from 
South Dakota s͛ lush and fertile farmlands of the east 
to the arid rolling hills of the west. 

As you head west you are entering territory 
where incredible natural monumental experiences 
await.  Frank Lloyd Wright said of �adlands Eational 
Park, ͞I͛ve been about the world a lot, and preƩy much 
over our own country, but I was totally unprepared for 
that revelation called the Dakota �ad Lands. … What I saw 
gave me an indescribable sense of mysterious elsewhere 
- a distant architecture, ethereal … an endless supernatural 
world more spiritual than earth but created out of it.”  Words 
can’t say much more, you just have to BE there.

From the spires of the Needles Highway in the heart of 
the �lack ,ills to Devil s͛ Tower to the west, there is no end to the beautiful monumental sculpture of Mother Eature.  
Pahá Sápa, the Lakota name, literally means “black hills,” but like much of Lakota spirituality there’s more to it.  This 
is sacred land, holy land, and the word “black” also alludes to the air of mystery that can wash over a visitor who is 
open to the experience and able to escape the intrusions of modern life. 

At the granite heart of the �lack ,ills are world famous man made monuments. Mount Rushmore reveals the 
faces of four h.S. Wresidents: 'eorge Washington, Thomas :efferson, Theodore Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln.  It 
took fourteen years and four hundred workers to realize Gutzon Borglum’s vision of the “Shrine of Democracy,” which 
was finished just before the beginning of World War II.
Eorth of Custer you͛ll see Crazy ,orse Memorial, a monumental sculpture of the great Lakota leader, created to 
honor all Eative American tribes. In 1876 Crazy ,orse helped lead Sioux, Arapaho and Cheyenne warriors in the 
famous defeat of 'eneral 'eorge Armstrong Custer at the �aƩle of the LiƩle �ig ,orn in Montana Territory.

Thirty to sixty million bison once roamed the great plains of Eorth America. �y the close of the 1ϵth century, 
less than 1,000 bison survived. Their story is told at Tatanka, a larger than life bronze sculpture near Deadwood that 
features fourteen bison pursued by three Eative American horseback riders. 

zou͛ll find many smaller monuments on the street corners in downtown Rapid City, the only community in 
the world where all past presidents of the United States can be seen in life-size bronze statues! Visit the “City of 
Wresidents͟ Information Center and take the Walking Tour to learn a bit more of our country s͛ presidential history!

You’ll surely discover your own “monumental” places but don’t hesitate to ask the locals about their favorites. 
They’ll be happy to oblige! 

South Dakota s͛ lush and fertile farmlands of the east 

where incredible natural monumental experiences 
await.  Frank Lloyd Wright said of �adlands Eational 

͞I͛ve been about the world a lot, and preƩy much 
over our own country, but I was totally unprepared for 
that revelation called the Dakota �ad Lands. … What I saw 
gave me an indescribable sense of mysterious elsewhere 
- a distant architecture, ethereal … an endless supernatural 
world more spiritual than earth but created out of it.”  Words 

South Dakota s͛ lush and fertile farmlands of the east 

await.  Frank Lloyd Wright said of �adlands Eational 
͞I͛ve been about the world a lot, and preƩy much 

over our own country, but I was totally unprepared for 
that revelation called the Dakota �ad Lands. … What I saw 
gave me an indescribable sense of mysterious elsewhere 
- a distant architecture, ethereal … an endless supernatural 
world more spiritual than earth but created out of it.”  Words 

See “Dignity”
at Chamberlain 

Rest Area 
Mile Marker 

263
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    When you are traveling across South Dakota on Interstate 

90, there’s a good place about 22 miles west of Murdo to 
stretch your legs.  Fact is, you can stretch them clear back to 
the 1880s as you walk down Main Street at 1880 Town.

The 1880 Town is an authentic 1880-to-1920 era town from 
buildings to their contents.  The owners, Clarence and Richard, have kept historical value on an equal balance with public 
appeal, choosing buildings that are not only interesting to look at but are also historically correct for an early South Dakota 
town.  The displays and buildings range from Indian relics from the 1870s to the 14-sided barn built in 1919.

A tour of the town begins here where the barn boasts an automated hay - and manure-handling system. It took three days and thousands of dollars 
to move the barn the 45 miles from its original location south of Draper.  In the barn, you will see �ne antique buggies, toys, stalls with horses in them, a 
working turn-of-the-century “coinola”, and a saloon piano from Deadwood. 

Vanishing Prairie Museum was built to house the more valuable collections, many from the 
General Custer period.  Items displayed are a pair of boots and an old Army saddlebag from the 
Custer Battle�eld that were found at an Indian campsite, parade helmets worn by U.S. Cavalry 
Indian Scouts with the crossed arrow insignia, Indian dolls, and arrowheads.

St. Stephan’s Church has a school and �re bell which you are free to ring.
The C&N/W Depot, Express Agency, and Telegraph O�ce are �tted with railroad equipment 

right down to a piece of wood with “Tex K.T.” carved by the King Tramp in 1927.
Next on the tour through time is the Land O�ce; a completely restored national bank; the 

jewelry store, which was built in 1891; and the Newspaper O�ce.
The little �re company contains �re �ghting rigs reminiscent of a small town when most of the equipment was hand-pulled and -operated.
The Dakota Hotel was built in 1910 and still carries the scars left by cowboy’s spurs on the staircase.
The Gardel & Walker Livery Barn holds a variety of early engines and two wagons from the Indian War era.  On an open lot next to the livery is the antique 

machinery display.
Step inside the back door of the Town Hall to see the Mayor’s o�ce and next door are the lumber yard and the pioneer home.

   The one-room Schoolhouse will bring back many memories for those who were  lucky enough to attend one.  Ring the bell and step inside to see the 
ink-well desks, textbooks, reciting bench, and roll-up maps.  Up front by the blackboard sits the huge stove that never did heat the back of the room, and 
the view through the windows is still the same beautiful prairie that lured the attention from a young student’s study.
   About a quarter of a mile east of the town is a homestead complete with windmill, corrals, barn, house, and, of course, an outhouse.

THE 1880 TOWN
I-90

PLAY

VIDEO
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To  Rapid City To Sioux Falls

73 

Popoar Street 

M
ai

n 
St

re
etI-90 Business Loop

KADOKAKADOKA

Gateway
to the

Badlands

Gateway
to the

Badlands
DIST ANCE  TO : 

Chamberlain 1 15 mile s 
Mitchell 179 miles 
Murdo 42 mile s 
Pierre 94 mile s 
Rapid City 93 mile s 
Sioux Falls 254 miles 
Spearfish 140 miles 
Wa ll 38 mile s 

A TTRACTIONS: 
Badlands Distillery

Sundowner

SD Area Code 605
LODGING
Rodeway Inn 837-2287 
Lakota Lodge 837-2151
Sundowner Inn 837-2296
Best Value Inn 837-2188

Best Value Inn

Exit 150 Exit 152

I-90

Subway
Sunset Grill

DID YOU KNOW
The word Kadoka 

is Lakota for 
“hole in the 

wall.”

is Lakota for 
“hole in the 

PLAY

VIDEO
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KADOKA

PLAY

VIDEO

PLAY

VIDEO

TRAVELER’S COUPON

$5 Off Your Room with Coupon
Not valid on other discounts or promotions or during special events. 

Must be presented at check-in.

TRAVELER’S COUPON

$5 Off Your Room with Coupon
Not valid on other discounts or promotions or during special events. 

Must be presented at check-in.

Budget Host Americas Best Value Inn

605-837-2188

FREE WiFi
FREE BREAKFAST
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BADLANDS HIKING TRAILS
Door Trail - 0.75 miles/1.2 km (round trip)
Easy. An accessible ¼ mile boardwalk leads through a break in the 
Badlands Wall known as “the Door” and to a view of the Badlands. 
From there, the maintained trail ends. Travel beyond this point is at 
your own risk. Watch for drop-o�s.

Window Trail - 0.25 miles/0.4 km (round trip)
Easy. This short trail leads to a natural window in the Badlands Wall 
with a view of an intricately eroded canyon. Please stay on the trail.

Notch Trail - 1.5 miles/2.4 km (round trip)
Moderate to strenuous. After meandering through a canyon, this trail 
climbs a log ladder and follows a ledge to “the Notch” for a dramatic 
view of the White River Valley. Trail begins at the south end of the Door 
and Window parking area. Watch for drop-o�s. Not recommended for 
anyone with a fear of heights. Treacherous during or after heavy rains.

Castle Trail - 10 miles/16 km (round trip)
Moderate. The longest trail in the park begins at the Door and Window 
parking area and travels �ve miles one way to the Fossil Exhibit Trail. 
Relatively level, the path passes along some badlands formations.

Cli� Shelf  - 0.5 miles/0.8 km (round trip)
Moderate. This loop trail follows boardwalks and climbs stairs 
through a juniperforest perched along the Badlands Wall. A small 
pond occasionally exists in the area and draws wildlife, such as deer 
or bighorn sheep. Climbs approximately 200 feet in elevation. Please 
stay on the trail.

Saddle Pass - .25 miles/.40 km (round trip)
Strenuous. This short trail climbs up the Badlands Wall to a view over 
the White River Valley. The trail ends where it connects with the Castle 
and Medicine Root Loop Trails. 

Medicine Root Loop - 4 miles/6.4 km (round trip)
Moderate. This generally rolling trail connects with the Castle Trail 
near the Old Northeast Road and at the intersection of the Castle and 
Saddle Pass Trails. Trail users are provided the opportunity to explore 
the mixed grass prairie while enjoying views of the Badlands in the 
distance. Watch for cactus.

Fossil Exhibit Trail - 0.25 miles/0.4 km (round trip)
Easy. Fully accessible boardwalk trail features fossil replicas and 
exhibits of now extinct creatures that once roamed the area. 

Welcome to the Badlands…

DID YOU KNOW…
Badlands National Park 
contains  the wor ld ’s 
richest Oligocene epoch 

fossil beds, dating 
23 to 35 million 
years old.

fossil beds, dating 

It is said…A drive through the Badlands 
during a Full Moon almost makes you 

feel like you’ve landed there.
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Visual memories of the homestead days are fast 
becoming extinct.  These pioneers played a very 
important part in settling the Great Plains.  This 
area of South Dakota was one of the last places to 
be homesteaded because western South Dakota 
was initially set aside as Indian reservation.  An 
Indian treaty in 1890 was signed for the land 
between the White and Cheyenne Rivers to be 
homesteaded.  This area was surveyed and settled 
by homesteaders between 1900 and 1913.

By 1900, the Homestead Act had been amended 
several times.  One change was that �ve acres was all 
that was required to be plowed into crops. Another 
was that if a homesteader desired, after living on a 
claim for a period of 18 months, he could pay 50¢ 
per acre, a total of $80, and receive a patent on the 
land.

The Prairie Homestead is typical of the homes 
they built, or rather dug into the ground. As one 
grandmother said, “We dug in like coyotes.”  These 

homestead buildings are one of the few that have 
survived almost as they were in 1909. Practically 
every 160 acres near here has a depression on the 
side of a hill or edge of a bank where a homestead 
family dug in for a new start in life.

The sodbuster in this area had a very di�cult time 
surviving poverty - and may of them did not.  It has 
now been determined that 160 acres in this area 
will product grazing enough for only eight cows.

The Prairie Homestead is the original home of the 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Brown who homesteaded their 160 
acres in 1909, and then was later occupied by Mr. 
George Carr until 1949.  All the buildings except 
the cave are the same as they were except for 
maintenance and minor restoration. The cave had 
collapsed, so it was dug out and rebuilt in the spring 
of 1966. The original homestead is preserved as 
though a homestead family was living there today. 
A small portion the furnishings are original; the rest 
typical of the sodbusters in this area.

PRAIRIE HOMESTEADPRAIRIE HOMESTEAD

    

In the heart of the Badlands, are the Iron Hills – a place that is home to the South Dakota state gem, the 
fairburn agate. The gem is beautiful and rare and developed over time, not unlike our Badlands’ Iron Hills 
Bourbon.

Our bourbon, is aged and colored to perfection in a new charred white oak barrel and is handcrafted. 
Badlands‘ Bourbon is made with a homegrown corn right from the family’s farm which is ground and provides 
the best yield for each batch of bourbon, such as our Iron Hills. Badlands Distillery is proud to o�er our single 
barrel, 2 year, straight bourbon.

The story of Badlands Distillery began in the 1920’s when Jim Herber’s family was bootlegging on the 
Weta basin. 

Eventually, the revenuers caught up and landed one of the Herber brother’s in jail. Mark Eschenbacher 
and Jim Herber started the distillery in 2015 and are becoming a destination stop on the Black Hills an 
Badlands tasting trail.

Badlands Distillery is one of the fastest growing distilleries in South Dakota and is racking up the 
medals as a three-time award winning distillery.  Most recently, Badlands Distillery is honored to be 
entered into the SD Hall of Fame- for the Act of Excellence, “from Bourbon to Hand Sanitizer!” 

Our Tasting Room is open...See us on Facebook for updates. We carry South Dakota Products like co�ee 
and cheese, plus FREE travel brochures and magazines. Find us on the “Tasting Trail Map” for the Badlands 
and Black Hills area!

10TH
Anniversary
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TRAVELER’S COUPON
Present this coupon for a

 FREE Postcard Packet
  (Not valid on other discounts or promotions. One per family.)

Badlands Trading Post

Prairie Homestead
Ranch Store

Minuteman Missile 
Nat’l Historic Site

Badlands
Exit 131 & 110
Badlands
Exit 131 & 110

to Wallto Wall

OUTDOOR
ATTRACTION

PLAY

VIDEO

PLAY

VIDEO
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BADLANDS

$5 OFF
TRAVELER’S COUPON

(Not valid 
with other 
offers or 

discounts)

        

RANCH STORE
FREE ADMISSION SINCE ‘71

,������([iW����
11/3 0iOHs�6RXWh
21190 SD Hwy 240

ZZZ�%DGODQGs5DQFh6WRrH�FRP

• 'eed the Prairie DoHs
• DaLota Made (ifts

• Authentic Western Gifts
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Wall Drug
Badlands National Park
Dahl’s Chainsaw Art

518 Glenn St, Wall, SD & other locations....
Keystone, Hill City & Deadwood www.dalhschainsawart.com

Family 

Fun!

Gift 
Shop!

DID YOU KNOW…
Badlands National Park contains the 

world’s richest Oligocene 
epoch fossil beds, dating 
23 to 35 million years old.
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DID YOU KNOW…How the Badlands were 
named: The French trappers who explored the 
west in the early 1800s called the area a   

“bad land to cross.”   The Dakota   
Sioux Indians labeled it “makosica,” 

  meaning “land bad.”

west in the early 1800s called the area a 
“bad land to cross.”   The Dakota 
Sioux 

  

I-90 • Exits 109�110
Wall, SD

The Fun Never Stops at Wall Drug!
The Fun Never Stops at Wall Drug! -  It was in December of 1931 that Dorothy and 

Ted Hustead bought the only drugstore in a little town called Wall on the edge of the 
South Dakota Badlands.  By the summer of 1936, the business had not grown much.  They 
had given the business five years trial time, but they were still seeing a lot of cars going 
by without stopping.  Then on a hot July Sunday, Dorothy came up with a startling idea.  
Realizing that all the cars going by on Route 16A through the hot, dusty prairie would have 
thirsty folks inside, she proposed that they put up signs on the highway telling people 

to come in for free ice water.  And, the rest as they say, is history!   Wall Drug still offers Free Ice Water…and a warm 
welcome right along with it…but we also offer a whole 
lot more!  Wall Drug is as much a visitor attraction and 
museum as a store, with free attractions galore!
   This block-sized-plus emporium draws up to 20,000 
people on a hot summer day.  Its famous “Miles to Wall 
Drug” signs have been seen all over the world, including 
outer space!
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Prairie dogs got their name from the sound that they make when danger is near, which is 
warning barks or yips.   At one time, there were millions of prairie dogs living on the plains and 
grasslands.  These ground squirrels live in towns made up of underground tunnels or burrows 
and have brownish fur and white underparts. They have large eyes, short tails (white- or 
black-tipped), and small rounded ears. Classified as rodents, they have strong front teeth and 
sharp claws for digging.  The average prairie dog is about the size of a football (30 cm.).

Prairie dogs are highly social and live in colonies, or towns, that contain hundreds 
of members, and the towns are divided into wards, then into neighborhoods.  Each 
neighborhood is made up of family members - babies, brothers and sisters, females, and one 
or two males.  The towns are made up of underground tunnels that connect to rooms with 

Dogs of the Prairie…

WALL, South Dakota
WALL

Newly Renovated!
• 3HW )ULHQGO\

• 3UHPLXP BHGV • ��µ 79V
• 2XWGRRU 3RRO

• 'aNiMy SVitFT
• 'SFF CPòFF
• PFt-GSiFOdMy 

• OVtdPPS 
HFatFd PPPM

Conveniently located off I-90
Near Badlands National Park

804 Glenn Street, Wall, SD, 

(605) 279-2121
nurseries, bedrooms lined with dried grass, bathrooms, and a listening room, which is close to 
the entrance.  Here, the prairie dog listens for danger before going outside.  The entrance to the 
prairie dog’s burrow is surrounded by a pile of soil, or mound, which serves as a lookout and 
protects the burrow against floods.  The tunnels go down about three to five metres (or up to 
16 feet) and can be 30 metres (98 feet) from one entrance to another.

Viewed characteristics of the social behavior are making social visits to their neighbors, 
greeting them with a sort of kiss, and grooming one another.  They also communicate 
with each other, and it has been asserted that they use a sophisticated system of vocal 
communication to describe specific predators.

They are an important prey species, being the primary diet for other prairie critters such as 
the black-footed ferret, the swift fox, the badger, the coyote, the golden eagle and the hawk.
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Over the past 100, years much of the range of the prairie dog has become cattle pastures 
and grain fields throughout most of the western United States and parts of Canada.  Farmers 
and ranchers do not see the prairie dog as a cute little animal, but more as competition to their 
livestock’s food source since the Prairie dog’s diet is of the same grasses that cattle and horses 
eat.  Not only do they eat a lot of grass, leaving less food for other animals, but they can also 
destroy a farmer’s crop of alfalfa, hay, wheat or corn.

Others claim that the prairie dog tunnel systems help channel rainwater into the water 
table to prevent runoff and erosion and can also serve to change the composition of the soil in 
a region by reversing compaction that can be a result of cattle grazing.
Other Interesting facts: 
• There are five species of prairie dogs:  black-tailed prairie dog, white-tailed prairie dog, 

/2D*I1* DireFtRr\

Gunnison’s prairie dog, Mexican prairie dog (endangered), and the Utah prairie dog 
(threatened).

• Besides serving as food for many predators, their tunnels provide 
homes for burrowing owls, rabbits and hares, ground squirrels, 
mice, snakes and black-footed ferrets. 

• Prairie dogs are most active during the cool hours of daylight, with 
most of their time spent eating.  

• Once a year, the female has a litter of one to six pups, which stay 
in the burrows for about six or seven weeks.  The pups are born 
blind and furless and need about 30 days of close nurturing from 
their mothers.

24-Hour Front Desk
&arMy $IeDk�in AWaiMaCMe • .oCiMe $IeDk�in

 ���� 4Noke�'ree )oteM • 'ree 8i'i • #usiness $enter
Free Co�ee & Breakfast Item

$oòee�5ea .aker • )airdryer • $riCs AWaiMaCMe
'ree Parking • Bus�Truck Parking • R7 Parking

711 GMFOO St, 8aMM

605-279-2688

3 Blocks from
Wall Drug!
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Black Hills Giants!
Hill City

Keystone
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Award Winning Chainsaw artist, Jarrett Dahl 
with one of his renowned masterpieces, 12’ X 
6’, 3000lb, Eagle Motorcycle carving now on 
display in Gatlinburg, TN at Ripley’s Believe 
or Not.

CusterWall

Find these Wooden Giants as you Travel 
through Their Home Towns!

DID YOU KNOW…
South Dakota, where 
men are men and steaks 

are three inches 
thick.”  Time 

Magazine, 
1945
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´0RXQWDiQ�CDPSiQJµ… $s�\RX� WrDYHO ZHsW
across South Dakota, the prairie and plains give 
way to the savage landscape of the 
Badlands country.  Here, you 
can camp in unearthly 
settings surrounded 
b y  m o o n l i t 
ramparts and 
jagged skylines 
of Badlands 
format ions.  
<ou’ll neYer 
s e e  m o r e 
s ta rs  than 
y o u ’ l l  s e e 
in the skies 
here!
   7hH� %ODFN�
+iOOs� an island of 
forested mountains, 
are a major destination 
for vacationers, and there are enough campsites 
to accommodate more than 25,000 camping 
guests every night.  Outdoor living among the 
pine trees is superb!  The region offers a woodsy 
high-elevation environment where the nights are 
cool, there are very few mosquitoes, and there 
are no wild bears at all!
   7hH�+iOOs�RIIHr� in-city RV Parks, overnight 
camps, luxury camping resorts, forest and lake 
campgrounds, back-country, hike-in camps, and 

WESTERN REGION CAMPING
even “horse-camps” for those who like to bring 
their horse along for trail riding.  There are many 

pr ivate campgrounds-
- i n c l u d i n g  a 
h a l f - d o z e n 
d e s t i n a t i o n 
resor ts  tha t 
o f fe r  eve ry 
amenity you 
c a n  n a m e .  
T h e  B l a c k 
Hills National 
Forest offers 
c a m p s i t e s 
a t  26  pub l i c 

campgrounds, 
and Custer State 
Pa rk  has  330 

sites.
   )Rr�DOO�FDPSHrs��

we suggest a “headquarters” 
camp where you can set up and stay for several 
days.  The Black Hills are ideally suited to day-
tripping�  7ry to minimi]e towing while you’re in 
the Black Hills because the mountain roads have 
steep grades, sharp curves, and narrow tunnels.

I-90

DID YOU KNOW… 
An adult porcupine has approximately 

30,000 quills, which are replaced 
every year.

PLAY

VIDEO
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  South Dakota is a big state, and is full of the 
variety that makes serious hikers trip over 
their bootlaces while pulling their boots 
on. South Dakota also contains more than 
two million acres of public land that await, 
like your personal playground.  Before we 
get to the state’s best hikes, you would be 
wise to listen to and follow a few words 
of warning.
   Take along a jacket and long pants. 
South Dakota weather changes quickly, 
and thunderstorms are common during 
the summer.
   Carry more drinking water than you think 
you’ll need. Water is scarce in some areas, and you 
shouldn’t drink any water you do find.
   Don’t overestimate your hiking speed. Many hikers 
get lost because they leave too late in the day and 
can’t make it back to their cars or campsite before dark.
   Always tell someone where you are going and when 
you left. If you are alone, leave a note on your car.
Most hikers tromp along the trails in the Black Hills. You 
can hike anywhere in the 1.2 million acre Black Hills 
National Forest, and there are many trails you can use.
   The 111 mile Centennial Trail runs the length of 
the Black Hills. It begins at Bear Butte near Sturgis 
and winds its way to Wind Cave National Park. There 
are many trailheads along the way, and most are 
accessible from main roads. Brown Fiberglass posts 
that are sunk in the ground and gray diamonds that 
are fastened to trees mark the trail. The trail ranges 
from easy to difficult terrain.
   The 114 mile Mickelson Trail also spans the Black 
Hills, but it is very different from the Centennial. 
The Mickelson is a rails-to-trails project and follows 
the mostly flat Deadwood-to-Edgemont Burlington 

rail line. The trail is very popular with families 
because of its ease and its beauty. The trail 

features more than 100 converted railroad 
bridges and four hard-rock tunnels, and it 
passes through mountain meadows, high 
granite cliffs, and other terrain that shows 
off the splendor of the Black Hills.
   Custer State Park features flat, short, 
and easy to follow trails as well as 
others that are strenuous and require 

planning. Families might want to try the 
Stockade Lake Trail, the Lovers Leap Trail, 

or the Badger Hole Historic Trail. For an 
overnight backpacking experience, head for 

the French Creek Natural Area. There are primitive 
campgrounds at each end of the 12 mile trail. Custer 
State Park also features the easiest route to Harney 
Peak, the highest peak between the Rocky and the 
Pyrenees mountain ranges.
   While the Black Hills trails are the most popular, the 
prairie also features interesting hikes. South Dakota’s 
two national grasslands units don’t offer many 
established routes, but you can hike wherever you 
would like on these public lands.
   Badlands National Park offers a few short established 
trails, but you can hike in the park’s often rugged back 
country. Talk to a park ranger before heading out on a 
back country adventure.
One final word of caution:  South Dakota is a wild place, 
and you can get lost. Have fun, but take the necessary 
precautions.
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DID YOU KNOW
If you stop getting thirsty, you need to 
drink more water.  When a human body is 

dehydrated, its thirst mechanism shuts 
o�.
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All of the abundant natural beauty of the Black 
Hills is free to visitors and you’ll �nd numerous 
overlooks and roadside stops where you can enjoy 
the valleys, canyons, and mountain peaks from your 
car. Or pack lunch and enjoy one of the many picnic 
sites along the way. For an “ahhh” moment … just 
breathe in the FREE clean air and the scents of the 
Ponderosa pine and Black Hills spruce that surround 
you! Although all drives through the Hills are beau-
tiful, the 22-mile Spear�sh Canyon Scenic Byway
in the Northern Hills is not one to miss! Creek beds, 
limestone palisades, rushing waterfalls and other 
natural wonders at the roadside make for an unfor-
gettable scenic experience. Or head south and drive 
the equally beautiful Wildlife Loop Road in Custer 
State Park! There is an entrance fee into the Park, but 
once in, you can enjoy the beautiful scenery at no 
further cost! Burros, prairie dogs, antelope, moun-
tain goats and other species roam freely in the Park. 
This is also the land where the bu�alo roam and the 
“photo-ops” are everywhere! WARNING: Stay close 
to your car and don’t take any “sel�es” unless you 
know what’s behind you! 

If you are an Outdoor Recreation enthusiast – 
you’ve come to the right place! This area is a recre-
ational wonderland and within these 10,000 square 
miles of prairie and mountains you’ll �nd endless 
opportunities! You might �rst want to visit the Game, 
Fish and Parks Department’s Outdoor Campus 
West in Rapid City. It has nature trails, a 4,600-gallon 
freshwater aquarium and wild life exhibits for you 
to learn about South Dakota’s prairie, wetland and 
stream habitats … before you head into the Hills.
You can “wet” your appetite at all kinds of water 
recreation sites … from hidden spring-fed ponds 
to rapidly �owing creeks and large lakes. Enjoy tub-
ing in the creeks, or boating, swimming or water 
skiing on one of the many lakes. Some of the best 
trout �shing in the country is here – so get a license 
(sorry, you will have to buy one) and hire a �y �shing 
guide or search out your own secret spots to spend 

a lazy afternoon with a pole. Check out the South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks website at http://gfp.
sd.gov/ to �nd out what water related activities are 
allowed in which locations. Visit D.C. Booth Historic 
National Fish Hatchery in Spear�sh or visit D.C  

Booth Historic National Fish Hatchery in Spear�sh 
to see trout in a large underwater viewing area and 
learn how the trout are raised and stocked in lakes 
and streams. 

Happy trails to you! Rapid City’s Memorial Park
(built after the �ood of 1972) stretches from one end 
of town to the other and o�ers a beautiful walking 
and biking path on the banks of Rapid Creek. If hiking 
or biking 109 miles appeals to you, then tackle the 
entire Mickelson Trail! A nationally recognized trail, 
it runs from Deadwood in the north to Edgemont 
in the south and you can hike in either direction. 
Shorter treks are possible by getting on at one of 
15 trailheads equipped with picnic areas, toilets and 
self-sale trail passes. (Nominal fees are collected for 
trail maintenance.) The Mickelson is only one of 75 
di�erent trails to be found in the Hills. Consult the 
Black Hills National Forest website at https://www.

BLACK HILLS

FREE FOR ALL!FREE FOR ALL!
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fs.usda.gov/main/blackhills/home for a complete 
list of trails and regulations for bikes, ATVs and 
snowmobiles.

 You’ll �nd lots of free fun activities for the whole 
family here! Life-sized bronze sculptures of all the U.S 
Presidents adorn the street corners of Rapid City. Visit 
the City of Presidents Information Center where 
you can pick up a guidebook, stroll downtown in 
search of your favorites and learn a bit of American 
history along the way.  Dinosaur Park, located on 
a hill o� Skyline Drive, features life-sized models of 
those ancient creatures. The kids can “ride” them … 
without fear of being bucked o� … and the bonus is 
a 360-degree view of Rapid City! Storybook Island

on Rapid City’s west side is a large park �lled with 
playground equipment and sets that portray char-
acters from various children’s stories and nursery 
rhymes. It’s a great attraction for very young visitors!
Main Street Square, located in the heart of Down-
town Rapid City, is a fun-�lled public space that 
features special events, concerts, and fountains for 
cooling o� in the summer. (The area is converted to 
a rink for ice-skating in the winter!) Surrounded by 
granite sculptures, boutiques, galleries and eateries, 
it’s a destination the whole family can enjoy!

There are several free museums that o�er learn-
ing opportunities in a wide range of subjects. At the 
South Dakota Air and Space Museum by the main 
gate at Ellsworth AFB, you can explore the fascinat-
ing past and current state of aviation technology. 
The Museum of Geology at South Dakota School of 
Mines and Technology in Rapid City and the Museum 
at the Black Hills Institute of Geological Research in 
Hill City have extensive exhibits of dinosaurs, fossils, 
and geological specimens of the area. The Sanford 
Lab Homestake Visitor Center in Lead provides 

the history of mining in the Black Hills, as well as a 
look into the important scienti�c exploration being 
done here today!

If big bikes rev you up, then don’t miss the Sturgis 
Motorcycle Museum and Hall of Fame! Speaking 
of Sturgis … it’s the home of the world’s largest 
Annual Motorcycle Rally held in August … and 
that’s free too! The Adams Museum and the Days 
of ‘76 Museum in Deadwood are great for learning 
about the history of the “old west.” (Tours are free but 
donations are suggested.) If you’re on Main Street in 
Deadwood during the day you just might see some 
old west action! Gunslingers shoot it out three times 
a day and you can watch from the sidelines for free!

Although it costs to buy, it doesn’t cost anything 
to browse the Farmers Markets in Spear�sh, Rapid 
City, or Custer that feature local produce and home 
made goodies.  If you came to the Black Hills from 
the east and missed Wall Drug Store - be sure to 
stop on your way home. Started in 1931 with ads 
for “free ice water,” this famous landmark has grown 
into a 76,000 square foot attraction with eateries, art 
galleries, shops and even a drug store!  It’s free to 
see it all and you have to see it to believe it!

From the serenity of just sittin’ and starin’ to being 
hyper active, the free possibilities are bountiful (ok 
- except for a couple of those pesky fees.) Whatever 
your age or interests, you’ll �nd entertaining activities 
and great attractions just waiting for you to explore. 
So roam FREE in the Black Hills to create some of the 
most memorable moments of your vacation!

To see a complete listing of all the Black Hills 
attractions, go to 

BLACKHILLSTOPATTRACTIONS.COM
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2025 SCHEDULE OF FULL MOONS

It is said…”A drive through the Badlands during a Full 
Moon almost makes you feel like you’ve landed there.”

• FULL WOLF MOON – January Amid the cold and deep snows of midwinter, the wolf packs howled hungrily outside Indian 
villages. Thus, the name for January’s full Moon. Sometimes it was also referred to as the Old Moon, or the Moon After Yule. 
Some called it the Full Snow Moon, but most tribes applied that name to the next Moon.  Jan 13 - 3:27 pm (mst)

• FULL SNOW MOON – February Since the heaviest snow usually falls during this month, native tribes of the north and east 
most often called February’s full Moon the Full Snow Moon. Some tribes also referred to this Moon as the Full Hunger Moon, 
since harsh weather conditions in their areas made hunting very di�cult.  Feb 12 - 6:53 am (mst)

• FULL WORM MOON – March As the temperature begins to warm and the ground begins to thaw, earthworm casts appear, 
heralding the return of the robins. The more northern tribes knew this Moon as the Full Crow Moon, when the cawing of 
crows signaled the end of winter; or the Full Crust Moon, because the snow cover becomes crusted from thawing by day and 
freezing at night. The Full Sap Moon, marking the time of tapping maple trees, is another variation. To the settlers, it was also 
known as the Lenten Moon, and was considered to be the last full Moon of winter.  Mar 14 - 12:55 am (mst)

• FULL PINK MOON – April This name came from the herb moss pink, or wild ground phlox, which is one of the earliest 
widespread �owers of the spring. Other names for this month’s celestial body include the Full Sprouting Grass Moon, the Egg 
Moon, and among coastal tribes the Full Fish Moon, because this was the time that the shad swam upstream to spawn.  Apr 
12 -  6:22 pm (mst)

• FULL FLOWER MOON – May In most areas, �owers are abundant everywhere during this time. Thus, the name of this 
Moon. Other names include the Full Corn Planting Moon, or the Milk Moon.  May 12 - 10:56 pm (mst)

• FULL STRAWBERRY MOON – June This name was universal to every Algonquin tribe. However, in Europe they called it the 
Rose Moon. Also because the relatively short season for harvesting strawberries comes each year during the month of June . 
. . so the full Moon that occurs during that month was christened for the strawberry!  Jun 11 - 1:44 am (mst)

• THE FULL BUCK MOON – July is normally the month when the new antlers of buck deer push out of their 
foreheads in coatings of velvety fur. It was also often called the Full Thunder Moon, for the reason that 
thunderstorms are most frequent during this time. Another name for this month’s Moon was the Full Hay 
Moon.  Jul 10 - 4:47 pm (mst)

• FULL STURGEON MOON – August  The �shing tribes are given credit for the naming of this Moon, since 
sturgeon, a large �sh of the Great Lakes and other major bodies of water, were most readily caught during 
this month. A few tribes knew it as the Full Red Moon because, as the Moon rises, it appears reddish through 
any sultry haze. It was also called the Green Corn Moon or Grain Moon.  Aug 9 - 1:55 am (mst)

• FULL HARVEST MOON – Sept. This full moon’s name is attributed to Native Americans because it marked when corn was 
supposed to be harvested. Most often, the September full moon is actually the Harvest Moon.  Sep 7  - 12:09 pm (mst)

• FULL HUNTERS MOON – October This is the full Moon that occurs closest to the autumn equinox. In two years out of 
three, the Harvest Moon comes in September, but in some years it occurs in October. At the peak of harvest, farmers can 
work late into the night by the light of this Moon. Usually the full Moon rises an average of 50 minutes later each night, 
but for the few nights around the Harvest Moon, the Moon seems to rise at nearly the same time each night: just 25 to 30 
minutes later across the U.S., and only 10 to 20 minutes later for much of Canada and Europe. Corn, pumpkins, squash, 
beans, and wild rice the chief Indian staples are now ready for gathering.  Oct 6- 9:48 pm (mst)

• FULL BEAVER MOON – November This was the time to set beaver traps before the swamps froze, to ensure a supply of 
warm winter furs. Another interpretation suggests that the name Full Beaver Moon comes from the fact that the beavers are 
now actively preparing for winter. It is sometimes also referred to as the Frosty Moon.  Nov 5 - 6:19  am (mst)

• THE FULL COLD MOON – December During this month the winter cold fastens its grip, and nights are at their longest and 
darkest. It is also sometimes called the Moon before Yule. The term Long Night Moon is a doubly appropriate name because 
the midwinter night is indeed long, and because the Moon is above the horizon for a long time. The midwinter full Moon has 
a high trajectory across the sky because it is opposite a low Sun.  Dec 4 - 4:14 pm (mst)
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   Boat Licensing: Boats over 12 feet long 
and motorboats of any length, including 
those using electric trolling motors, must 
be registered to be operated on public 
waters.  Boat registration, transferring 
of boat ownership and replacing lost 
boat registration stickers are through 
County 7reasurer ofÀces�  Applications are 
aYailaEle at Country 7reasurer ofÀces or 
at the Licensing OfÀce� DiYision of 0otor 
9ehicles� 118 :est Capitol� Pierre� SD 
57501.
Boats may be registered for either a 1-year 
or a 3-year period.  Fees are based on the 

length of boat and the type of propulsion.
   Boats registered in another state may 
operate in South Dakota for 60 days 
before registration is required in South 
Dakota�  HoweYer� nonresident Eoats 
docked in South Dakota need to Ee 
licensed in South Dakota�

SAFETY EQUIPMENT REQUIRED
   0ost Eoats in South Dakota are Class 
A or Class 1�  For Eoats longer than 26 
feet, see current Boating Regulations 
pamphlet.
Class A Boats - Boats less than 16 feet 
long and all canoes and kayaks must 
have the following safety equipment:
� 8�S� Coast *uard approYed wearaEle 
PFD for each person aEoard�

� Proper lights displayed sunset to sunrise�
�  One Coast *uard approYed f i re 
extinguisher of B-1 or larger unless boat 
construction doesn’t allow e[plosiYe or 
ÁammaEle gases or Yapors to Ee trapped�

BOATING REGULATIONS In SOUTH DAKOTA
Class 1 Boats - Boats 16 to 26 feet long� 
except canoes and kayaks, must have the 
following safety equipment:

� 8�S� Coast *uard approYed wearaEle 
PFD for each person aEoard�

� 8�S� Coast *uard approYed throwaEle 
Áotation deYice �7ype I9 cushion or ring 
buoy).

�  One Coast *uard approYed f i re 
extinguisher of B-1 or larger unless boat 
construction doesn’t allow e[plosiYe or 
ÁammaEle gases or Yapors to Ee trapped�

� Proper lights displayed sunset to sunrise�
� A whistle or other sound-producing 

mechanical device capable of a two-
second blast audible for at least one-
half mile.
Youths. Owners of boats propelled by 
a motor oYer 6 HP may not allow youths 
under 12 years of age to operate the 
boat unless accompanied by a person 
at least 18 years old.

ACCIDENT REPORTING.  
   After an incident� a Eoat operator 
must I00EDIA7EL< giYe notice Ey the 

quickest means of communication available 
to the nearest ConserYation OfÀcer or other 
peace ofÀcer�  An accident report must Ee 
Àled with *ame� Fish and Parks within 48 
hours if death or injury requiring medical 
attention Eeyond Àrst-aid occurred� or within 
10 days if damages exceed $500 but no 
injuries occurred.
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25 Miles To
MOUNT RUSHMORE Catron Blvd.

Population 77,500
Elevation 3,200 feet
10 free attractions

CAMPGROUNDS:
KOA Campground 348-2111
Happy Holiday 342-7365
Elk Creek Resort 787-4884
Black Hills RV Park 343-6319

KOA Camp

DISTANCE TO:
Hill City  23 miles
Custer  45 miles
Hot Springs  55 miles
Deadwood/Lead 41 miles
Spearfish  46 miles
Sturgis  28 miles

Dinosaur Park

Corner
Pantry

79

16
TRUCK

Bridgeview Dr.

Fire
House

Clock Shop &
Presidential

Pawn

Exit 52
Exit 55

Exit 57

Exit 58

Exit 59

Exit 60

Exit 61

ATTRACTIONS
• 3LUDWHV &RYH
• 0XVHXP RI GHRORJ\
• 3DZQVHXP
• 'LQRVDXU 3DUN
• BODFN +LOOV &DYHUQV
• 6WRU\ BRRN IVODQG
• )ODJV 	 :KHHOV
• 3HWULILHG )RUVW
• 3UDLULH EGJH

I-90

I-90

I-90

79

$PHriFD’s
Best Value

Inn

Fire
House
Winery

& Brewery

Wobbly 
Bobbie

Que
Pasa

SD Area Code (605)
EXIT 61
Fairfield Inn 718-9600
Laquinta Inn & Suites 718-7000
Comfort Suites 791-2345
Baymont 791-5151
Sleep Inn 791-5678
Cambria Hotel & Suites 341-0101
My Place Hotel 791-5800
Best Western Plus 716-3605
Holiday Inn Express 718-0772
Residence Inn 791-9600
Home2 Suites 791-4662
Happy Holiday 342-7365
EXIT 60
Hilton Garden Inn 791-9000
Staybridge Suites 718-1221
EXIT 59
Best Western Ramkota 343-8550
Country Inn & Suites 394-0017
Country Inn & Suites 348-1911
Microtel Inn & Suites 348-2523
Days Inn 348-8410
Grand Gateway 342-1300
Foothills Inn 348-5640
Americinn 343-8424
Ramada 342-3322
Motel 6 221-0166
Travelodge 348-2221
Rodeway Inn 348-3313
Econolodge 342-6400
Holiday Inn Express 355-9090
Clarion Inn 791-3000
Hampton Inn 341-1879 
Tru by Hilton 341-1878
EXIT 57 (8th St)
The Rushmore 348-8300
Elevation Inn & Suites 737-4656
Super 8 343-5434
Quality Inn 341-9300
Town House 791-3989
Travelodge 922-9789
Comfort Inn & Suites 718-4444
Hotel Alex Johnson 342-1210
EXIT 59
Elk Creek Resort 787-4884

Exit 46
to Elk Creek Resort

Clarion Inn

LODGING

7t
h 

St
re

et

Uptown Mall

RAPID CITY
RAPID CITY
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RAPID CITY

GATEWAY to the         
                       BLACK HILLS!
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Pawnseum… Enter the World’s only “Pawnseum!” Some of the items you will see at this 
FREE ATTRACTION:  The Friendship 7 Lens (The periscope lens John Glenn 

saw the Earth through.)  The Icebox Nugget (the largest undisputed 
Black Hills gold placer nugget in existence.)  Pawnzi, the 34” tall Dog! 
(Quite possibly the World’s smallest dog.) Deadwood Dick’s Pocket 
Watch (Along with six hand-written letters from one of Deadwood’s 
most famous historic characters.) An authentic Sioux Eagle-Feather War 

Bonnet A rear mummi�ed cat (We call him “Mummy Kitty.) An amazing collection of Western and Native 
American artifacts…and much, much more!

Pirate’s Cove Adventure Golf.  Black Beard challenges you to 18 holes of 
exciting Adventure Golf.  Can you beat the Beard?  There’s really no other 
adventure like Pirate’s Cove!  Where you explore the wonderful and 
mysterious hideout of pirates.  Where waterfall and other challenges test 
your skills!

Dinosaur Park  is free family fun featuring seven towering life-size concrete dinosaur replicas 
perfect for kid-climbing. The park overlooks Rapid City from Skyline Drive, 

which o�ers spectacular 100 mile views, particularly at night.  Listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places. Enjoy lunch or dinner on the deck! 
Only blocks from downtown.

Flags and Wheels is the only indoor cart racing facility in Rapid City and 
the surrounding Black Hills area. F&W is housed in a huge 47,000 sq. foot building near downtown. We 

o�er European style racing karts, Go Carts, Paintball, Lazer Tag, Bumper Cars, Batting 
Cages, and Arcade for complete family fun.  F&W premier attraction is the 
EXTREME CARTS.  The indoor track is 27,000 sq. ft. of running surface 
and allows these carts to reach speeds in excess of 40 mph, twice the 
speed of a normal full bodied Go-Cart found at other facilities.

Prairie Edge Store. Unearthing the beauty of the past while embracing the unique mark 
of the individual artist, our contemporary Native art collection 
embodies the spirituality of the Lakota people and reveals the 
heart of this amazing culture. E�ortlessly blending the lessons 
of elders and the essence of the old ways with modern materials 
and individual expression, the artwork of these artists - whether 

Native or Non-Native - is celebrated for its visual beauty, as well as the artist’s revival of time-honored 
traditions, mastery of technique, and dedication to tribal histories. Located on the corner 6th and Main Street in 
Downtown Rapid City.

Black Hills Petri�ed Forest is a “Snap Shot of the Past!  Learn about the natural wonder 
of the Black Hills before you drive through them. The one hour tour includes an 
18 minute movie, museum displays of petri�ed wood, fossiles, diaramas, rocks & 
minerals. Gift Shop and working Rock Shop. 
Open daily....605-787-4884.

Museum of Geology... Located of the South Dakota Mines campus in Rapid City, a visit 
to the museum will give you a look into the paleontological and 
geological history of the Black Hills region. You will find White River 
Badlands mammal fossils, Cretaceous dinosaurs such as Triceratops 
and marine reptiles such as Mosasaurus. Do not forget about the 
rocks and minerals from all around the world on display! Summer 

Highlights
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VIDEO
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VIDEO
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VIDEO
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hours begin Memorial Day weekend: Mon – Sat 9 AM-6PM, Winter Hours begin Labor Day weekend: Mon – Sat 9 AM – 
4:30 PM. Admission is $10 for adults (16-59), $5 for children (6-15), $8 for Military and Senior (60+). Tours are available if 
scheduled in advance. For more information, contact us at (605) 394-2467 or visit us at sdsmt.edu/MOG.

Black Hills Caverns o�ers Two Di�erent Tours of the huge underground 
wind caverns, including rare logomites, helicitites, stalactites, 
stalagmites, cave �owers, frost work and box work.  80% of the cave 
walls are lined with calcite crystal.  New Crystal Mining & Gemstone 
Panning! Tours leave approximately every 20 minutes.  The Adventure 

Tour is 60 minutes, covering all 3 levels.

Dahl’s Chainsaw Art… In 2004, the Dahl brothers embarked on an 
Alaskan adventure where they discovered a natural talent as they 
brought trees to life. They now display their talents in Rapid City, 
Keystone, Hill City, Deadwood and Wall SD for families and people 
of all ages to enjoy. Experience the fun with free live daily chainsaw 
carving, photo opportunities, open air gallery and gift shop.

RAPID CITY

PLAY

VIDEO

Opening their doors to the public in 1923, the Museum 
of Geology has been an attraction in Rapid City for over a 
century. The museum has been a staple in the community to 
learn about local geology and paleontology. Step back 500 
million years in time!

Our paleontology exhibits showcase fossils from the 
beginning of life to the present. Imagine an ocean crawling 
with trilobites in the Cambrian, swimming with armored 
�sh like Dunkleosteus during the Devonian, or being chased 
by marine reptiles from the Cretaceous Western Interior 
Seaway! Learn about how the White River Badlands formed 
and explore the rich fossil record it contains, including the 
infamous “Big Pig” – Archeotherium. 

In the mineralogy exhibits, you will see rocks, minerals, 
and gems from around the world! Visit Robert’s Hall of South 
Dakota Minerals to explore local geology. Our cases are 
chemically organized to represent related minerals. Be sure to 
explore our new and improved �uorescent minerals exhibit!

Have you ever thought you have discovered a meteorite? 
Come check out our meteorite display to learn more about 
these extraterrestrial rocks. Or maybe you have an item that 
you discovered but can’t identify. Let us help you with that! 
We o�er free rock, mineral, and fossil identi�cation services 
year-round!

The Museum of Geology also has a hands-on Discovery 
Zone for visitors of all ages! Come feel the footprints of fossil 
animals that would have roamed South Dakota or beat your 
friends at surviving extinctions with one of our board games. 
Be sure to check out our seismometer in our seismology 
room! Can you make the biggest wave on the graph?

We o�er a variety of events- free to the public. In 2025, put 
these events on your calendar:
• Spring Rock and Fossil ID Day – Saturday, February 15 – 12:30-4:00
• Dinosaur Egg-straveganza – Saturday, April 12 – 12:00-4:30
• Fall Rock and Fossil ID Day – Saturday, September 13 – 12:30–4:00
• Night at the Museum – Saturday, October 18 – 12:00-4:30

Keep an eye on our Instagram and Facebook pages for more 
information! If you would like a guided tour of the museum, 

contact the front desk and schedule in advance. 
Be sure to visit our Museum Store, housing a variety 

of prehistoric toys, books, and posters. We also have an 
abundance of items for rock and mineral lovers as well!

The Museum of Geology, located on the South Dakota 
Mines Campus (501 E. Saint Joseph St, Rapid City, SD 57701). 
Admission is $10 for adults (16-59), $5 for children (6-15), $8 
for Military and Senior (60+). For more information, contact 
us at (605) 394-2467 or visit us at sdsmt.edu/MOG.

1923-2025: 102 Years of Public Service at the

Museum of Geology

MUSEUM OF GEOLOGY

FOSSILS & ROCKS

Museum of Geology
O’Harra Building, Third Floor
501 E. Saint Joseph St. | Rapid City
(Take Gold Entrance to Technology Ct.)

605.394.2467

STEP BACK IN TIME
500 MILLION YEARS!

PLAY

VIDEO



TRAVELER MAGAZINE            40 RAPID CITY

Rapid City proudly displays life size bronzes of United States Presidents on the corners 
of downtown. You can stroll the core blocks of the city and pose with Ronald Regan, sit on 
a bench with Martin Van Buren, and read the Declaration of Independence from Thomas 
Jefferson’s podium. The bronze sculptures are an ongoing project that will soon include 
each President from George Washington to George H. Bush, Sr.; with plans to include each 
recent President, consecutively. This project has been funded entirely by private donations 
from people that appreciate our democracy, history, and the arts. The artist of each of the 
Presidents has ties to South Dakota; each researching and depicting the familiar and notable 
characteristics of that President in their work. Each sculpture shows the unique qualities of 
its subject. Sculptor John Lopez depicted Jimmy Carter in casual attire with a modern bronze 
surface. Look closely and you will see a peanut on the plaque at his feet. Sculptor Lee Leuning 
put a telephone in William McKinley’s hands, as he was the first to campaign for the office 
using the telephone, starting a modern campaign technique. Other sculptors include James 
Van Nuys, James Michael Maher, and Edward Hlavka.
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13)  Woodrow Wilson
14�  0illard Fillmore
15)  Zachary Taylor
16�  -ohn 7yler
17�  Harry S� 7ruman
18�  Henry Harrison
19�  *erald Ford
20�  -ames 0adison
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23�  -immy Carter
24�  Andrew -ackson
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Test Your 
Skills on 18 Challenging 
Holes!

Explore the 
Wonderful 
Hideout of 

Pirates!

Swashbuckling 

Funfor the Entire 

Family!

Exit 59 • 1500 LaCrosse St. • Rapid City, SD • 605-343-8540

$1.50 Off Each Admission
Experience the Adventure of Pirates’ Cove for $1.50 Off 

the Regular Price of Admission, with this Coupon.

Not valid with other promotions or discounts.
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Jim Little Wounded
Jim is a self-taught artist.  In his 
work he uses many of the traditional 
methods of beadwork, quillwork 
and painting on leather.  He creates 
beautiful musical instruments in 

his flutes and drums.  -im has received 
many national awards for his traditional art, 

including some from the Smithsonian Institute 
and Santa Fe Indian Market.

Jim was born on September 5, 1955 and is a 
member of the Minneconjou Band which of the 

Cheyenne 5iver 6iou[ tribe of 6outh Dakota.

Michael Anthony McLeod
Mike began to draw and paint early in his life.  His fascination with history 
and western art continues to be an inspiration as he meticulously researches 
and creates thoughtful reproductions of 19th Century 
Plains Tribes’ arts and crafts.

Mike considers himself self-taught.  He works with 
different media, combining old techniques and 
methods with new ideas.  His tanned buffalo, elk and 
deer hides are embellished with pigments in a stately 
visual presentation of bo[ and border, pictograph 
and the feather circle robe designs of the 19th 
century.

He has a knack for bringing out the best in an animal 
skin.  Prime ermine and muskrat begin a second life 
as one of his e[Tuisite medicine pouches.  (ach pelt 
is transformed into a functional work of art, from 
a lavishly fringed ermine pouch ermine pouch to a 
subtle elegance of his lazy-stitched pouches detailed 
with rare glass beads.  His hand-painted buckskin 
pouches are reminiscent of ancient shield and Ghost Dance symbols.

Michael was born September 2, 1955 in Rapid City, South Dakota.  He is a 
registered member of the %ad 5iver %and of Chippewa, /ake 6uperior.

.evin )asthorse

.evin began beading when he was five years old.  He ´scatter beadedµ for 
his father and uncles, who made beaded a[es.  .evin also ´loom beadedµ for 
dolls.  Later he beaded belt buckles, hat bands and watch bands for the local 
tourist trade.  In the 1980s his father taught him to bead in the traditional 

´la]y stitchµ style and with 
patience and understanding, 
.evin began to create beautiful 

beadwork.  7oday, .evin resides 
in Rapid City and is a true star in the 
Lakota beadwork artist arena.

.evin was born in 5apid City, 6outh 
Dakota on June 18, 1963.  He is 

an Oglala/Lakota from the Pine 
5idge 5eservation of 6outh 
Dakota.

Artists of the      Northern Plains
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Del Iron Cloud
Del Iron Cloud, Hunkpapa Lakota, 
was born in 1949 on the Standing 
5ock 5eservation located on the 
border of North and South Dakota. 
Graduating from high school in 
1968.

Del spent two years at the Institute 
of $merican ,ndian $rts in 6anta )e, 1ew Me[ico then went onto attend the 
American Academy of Art in Chicago, Illinois.

Del enlisted in the Air Force in 1971 and retired as a Staff Sergeant in 1991.

Dels favorite mediums are acrylic and watercolor. He has painted more than 
100 large murals, including one at the
,nternational $rrivals corridor at the Denver ,nternational $irport.

Rapid City, SD
(nrolled member of the 6tanding 5ock 6iou[ 7ribe

Mike Haskell
Mike was born September 9, 1963 

in Rochester, Minnesota.  Mike is 
Minneconjou Lakota of the Cheyenne 
5iver reservation of 6outh Dakota.  
:hen he was very young, his family 

moved back to the Cheyenne river 
reservation of 6outh Dakota.  Mike’s 

parents divorced and he, his brother 
and two sisters became wards of the 6tate where they lived in various foster 
homes.

At the age of 14 years, Mike left the foster home 
and went to live with a friend in (agle %utte, 
South Dakota.  He attended Flandreau Indian 
6chool where he finished his high school 
education and also learned silversmithing.  
He attended the 8niversity of 6outh Dakota 
in Vermilion, after which he started his 
silversmithing career.

Mike now lives on the Cheyenne 5iver 5eservation and is recogni]ed as an 
outstanding silversmith whose Mewelry is sought out by Tuality collectors.

See more of these artists and their 
incredible work at Prairie Edge.

Mike was born September 9, 1963 
in Rochester, Minnesota.  Mike is 

moved back to the Cheyenne river 
reservation of 6outh Dakota.  Mike’s 

Mike was born September 9, 1963 
in Rochester, Minnesota.  Mike is 

moved back to the Cheyenne river 
reservation of 6outh Dakota.  Mike’s 

At the age of 14 years, Mike left the foster home At the age of 14 years, Mike left the foster home 

Artists of the      Northern Plains
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• Trained Guides, Experienced and 
Friendly…

• Tours leave approximately every 20 
minutes.

• Adventure Tour— A 4500 ft. moderate 
walking tour covering all 3 levels of the 
cave, approximately 60 minutes. See the 
best variety of cave formations.

• Crystal Tour— Easy 1500 ft. walking tour, 
approximately 30 minutes. See millions of 
calcite crystals, excellent shorter senior 

   citizens tour.

Trained Guides, Experienced and 

Offering 2 Different Tours

B L A C K  H I L L S

EST. 1939

• .PTU $PNQMFUF 7BSJFUZ Pf 'PSNBUJPOT
• )VHF 6OEFSHSPVOE 8JOE $BWFSOT
• .JMMJPOT Pf $BMDJUF $SZTUBMT
• 'SFF (FPMPHJDBM $BWFSO .VTFVN

Tours Every 20 Minutes
Last Tour Leaves One Hour Prior to Closing

(The cave temperature is 48˚F, a light jacket 
and tennis shoes are recommended.)

Black Hills’ 
Largest 

CRYSTAL CAVE

So Much More!
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KEEP YOUR 
TREASURES
as you learn to 
identify numerous 
Black Hills Rocks, 
Minerals, Gems 
and Fossils!

AddressWebsite

BEST IN THE HILLS!  
Beautiful Gift Selections. . .
Fine Jewelry • Rocks, Fossils 
& Gems

GEM PANNING & Crystal Mining

Open - May thru Sept

June thru August
9 AM to 6 PM Daily

May & September
Open Weekends

Exceptional Gift & Rock Shop
FUN for the WHOLE FAMILY!

(605) 343-0542
www.blackhillscaverns.com

4 Miles West of Rapid City on Scenic Highway 44

$1 OFF       
ADVENTURE

or CRYSTAL TOUR

Each Regular Cave Tour Admission in Party

$$1 OFF1 OFF1 OFF1 OFF1 OFF$$1 OFF1 OFF1 OFF1 OFF1 OFF
TRAVELER’S COUPON
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Dinosaur Park 
Renovation Project Completed!

Dinosaur Park celebrated its 87th anniversary in 
June of  2024, as one of the 
original tourist attractions 
in the Black Hills area. This 
iconic Rapid City Park under 
went a multi-million-dollar 
two-year project to:
• #uiMd on tIe Iistory oG tIe

Park, which is on the National Register of Historic 
Places.
• Address DosNetiD DoNQonents oG tIe Dinosaurs�
• ProWide ADA aDDess to aMM areas oG tIe Park�
• *nDrease Park saGety�
• &nIanDe Wisitor eYQerienDes�
• ANQMiGy Park WieXing areas�

Ultimately the Park enhancements combined the 
unique roadside attraction character of the past with the 
convenience of ADA paved paths with railings, a bridge, 
interpretive signage and new visitor viewing areas for a 
very “User Friendly” Park experience.

Dinosaur Park was a WPA project opened to the public 
in 1937.  In conjunction 
with the Park project, the 
WPA constructed Skyline 
Drive during the 1930’s, 
bringing visitors from 
Rapid City to the Park then 
on to Highway 16 and Mt. 
Rushmore. In 2006 Skyline Drive was designated a “Scenic 
Byway” by the State of South Dakota.

President Franklin Roosevelt, while in the western 
states during August of 1936, inspecting CCC and WPA 
projects, was driven on Skyline Drive to view the progress 
at Dinosaur Park following his dedication of the Je�erson 
�gure at Mt. Rushmore.

Many changes have happened to the Dinosaur Park 
of 1937. In 1967, the Rapid City Parks Department took 
over the Park, adding new stairs, retaining walls and a 
Visitor Center.  An additional renovation to the Visitor 
Center was completed in 2012.  A new parking lot with 
bus and large vehicle parking was completed in 2015.  A 
new feature in 2016, for the Park is serving as a trailhead 
for the Skyline Wilderness Area, a 150-acre area with 
several miles of trail system.

        Eighty-seven years after Dinosaur Park was opened 
it remains an iconic Rapid City landmark.  With the newly 
completed  2024 “Face Lift” the visitor experience is now 
enhanced for years to come.
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Purchase of any 
Two T-Shirts

(Excludes Promotional Ts.)
(Limit one per family.)

TRAVELER’S COUPONS

FREE BAG 
OF POPCORN

w/this Ad

$3.00
OFF

$3.00
OFF

(Valid for all members
of your family or group.)

12 Flavors to Choose

$1.99
ICE CREAM

CONE

$1.99
ICE CREAM

CONE
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    Rapid City, named for Rapid Creek, which �ows through 
it, was founded in February of 1876 by a group of men who 
envisioned their new town quickly becoming “another Denver,” 
the major site of commerce for the mining communities of 
the Black Hills and the surrounding agricultural region.  The 
original town site was a one-mile square bounded by East 
and West Boulevards and North and South Streets (laid out, 
incidentally, to magnetic North, not true North, so later streets 
bend at North and South Streets.)  In fear of “marauding 
bandits,” the �rst buildings, several small cabins and a one-
room log hotel, huddled inside a stockade about where 
the railroad tracks cross Fifth Street, just north of today’s 
downtown area.
   In the �rst few years, the “downtown” area slowly began to 
develop along Main and St. Joseph Streets and their cross-
streets between Fifth and Eighth (today’s Mt. Rushmore Road).  
The city’s growth was slow, but by World War II, when the air 
base was started east of town, there were 20,000 residents. 
Into the 1950s all the city’s stores and other commercial 
buildings were located in the expanding downtown area.
   The �rst commercial buildings were frame construction, 
of one or two story size, and decorated with false fronts so 
familiar from western movies. They contained stores, many 
with o�ces above them, and saloons seem to have dominated 
the young town.
   In 1882, the �rst brick business building was built downtown.  
Others followed rapidly, replacing the original frame 
structures built before the turn of the century, and by 1930, 
the downtown looked much as it does today. Buildings in the 
Italianate style, with arched windows and fancy brickwork 
on the upper stories, generally date from the 1880s to about 
1910.  From then through the 1930s the style was more for 
squared window openings and two-toned brick accents.  In 
the years that followed, many of the older buildings were 
“updated” with new facades at street level to match changing 
tastes in architecture, although most remained untouched 
on their upper �oors.
   Beginning in the 1980s, property owners realized the value 
of historic properties, and various buildings were restored 
to their original splendor. Two notable examples are the 
“Moorish-domed” Buell Building at the corner of Seventh and 
St. Joseph and the Clower Building (today’s Prairie Edge) at 
the corner of Main and Sixth.
   Both sides of the four streets surrounding a central downtown 
block (between Sixth, Main, Seventh and St. Joseph Streets) 
comprise the Rapid City Downtown Commercial Historic 
District, listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
maintained by the National Park Service.  The corners of the 
central block are marked by the Buell Building, the Hotel Alex 
Johnson, and two historic bank buildings.  Look for signs at 
the corners describing some of the historic buildings.

Norman E. Nelson Member, 
Rapid City Historic Preservation Commission

First known as “Hay Camp”!



49TRAVELER MAGAZINERAPID CITY - 1-90N

8220 Elk Creek Rd.
Piedmont, SD 57769
www.elkcreekresort.com,-90 • (;,7 46,-90 • (;,7 46

29(5
�20 59

HOOKUPS!

150 Acres of Log Cabins, Rooms, Dry Cabins, Vacation Home, RV Hookups & Camping!
Campground & Lodging 

Reservations: 1-605-787-4884

(Resort Video)

BELIEVE IT OR DON’T… DID YOU KNOW, OR CARE…

The largest city in South Dakota is Sioux Falls; population 120,000 except for one week in August....if we have to explain, you 
wouldn’t understand, however, in 2024 South Dakota DOT reported 470,987 people attended the 84th Rally!
2025 STURGIS MOTORCYCLE RALLY •  AUGUST 1- 9, 2025 • 85th Anniversary
DID YOU KNOW…Every summer, Sturgis, SD, hosts one of the largest motorcycle rallies in the United States.  Hundreds 

of thousands of bikers attend the rally in August.    The �rst rally, held in 1938, attracted approximately 200 
bikers and was hosted by the infamous Jack Pine Gypsies (one of America’s �rst motorcycle clubs).  

• AttendanDe Gor tIe 4turgis .otorDyDMe 3aMMy aWerages aQQroYiNatetMy ���
��� to ���
��� QeoQMe GroN 
all over the world.

• .eade $ounty
 IoNe to 4turgis
 Ias its Margest reRuest Gor Narriage MiDenses during tIe tXo Xeeks 
oG tIe 4turgis .otorDyDMe 3aMMy� aWeraging aQQroYiNateMy ����

bikers and was hosted by the infamous Jack Pine Gypsies (one of America’s �rst motorcycle clubs).  
of thousands of bikers attend the rally in August.    The �rst rally, held in 1938, attracted approximately 200 

bikers and was hosted by the infamous Jack Pine Gypsies (one of America’s �rst motorcycle clubs).  
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The Clock Shop

FREE
ADMISSION!

Located at PRESIDENTIAL PAWN & GUN
629 St. Joseph St., Rapid City, SD 57701

(605) 342-PAWN (7296)
Hours:  Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm, Sat 9am-5pm

AN 287 2) 7+,6 :25/'
(;3(5,(1&(�

Largest Citizen 
Watch selection in 

South Dakota!

Just when you think you’ve seen it all…(goes 
the old cliche).  Seriously, though…its one thing 
to �nd a really cool (even world-class) Pawn Shop.  
*t�s eRuaMMy aXesoNe to stuNCMe uQon one oG 
those truly unforgettable museums, but its o� the 
charts fantastic when you are able to experience 
both under the same roof! And, that’s exactly what 
you will �nd when you step into the strange, fun, 
ground-breaking new concept call “Pawnseum.”

Pawnseum is the brainchild of father & son local 
entreQreneurs
 $Iris and 5reWor +oInson�  *t aMM 
began as a little, “mom 
& pop” store called The 
$MoDk 4IoQ in ����
 
XIiDI greX RuiDkMy into a 
very popular anchor store 
in 3aQid $ity�s doXntoXn 
business district.  “We’ve 
always been interested in 
historic things,” says dad, 
$Iris
 iand oWer tIe years 
the community caught 
on to the idea that we not only enjoyed seeing 
tIeNyXe�re uQ Gor Cuying aMM sorts oG uniRue
 
strand or historically important artifacts.”

As the collection grew, Trevor urged his father to 
take things to the next level.  I told him, “If we’re 
going to keeQ aDRuiring tIis kind oG stuò
 dad
 * 
reaMMy tIink Xe need to start a QaXn sIoQ�w  $Iris 
was a little reluctant, but pretty much said, “Oh, 
what the heck!”

In 2011, Presidential Pawn opened it’s doors 
and tIe $MoDk 4IoQ NoWed into a Marger sQaDe 
across the hall. That’s when things started getting 
really interesting.  By 2013, with Presidential 
Pawn bursting at the seams, the two decided to 
ful�ll a long-time dream of opening a museum to 

show some of the 
favorites they had 
collected over the 
years.  And now, 
it has become not 
only a new business 
W e n t u r e y $ I r i s 

says, “I think we made a new word!”
Enter the World’s only “Pawnseum!”

Some of the items you will see at this 
'3&& A553A$5*0/�
• 5IF 'SJFOETIJQ 7 -FOT (The periscope lens John 
Glenn saw the Earth through.)

629 St. Joseph St., Rapid City, SD 57701
(605) 342-PAWN (7296)

Hours:  Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm, Sat 9am-5pm

Adjacent to PRESIDENTIAL PAWN & GUN

was a little reluctant, but pretty much said, “Oh, 

ful�ll a long-time dream of opening a museum to 

was a little reluctant, but pretty much said, “Oh, 
what the heck!”

and tIe $MoDk 4IoQ NoWed into a Marger sQaDe 

was a little reluctant, but pretty much said, “Oh, 
what the heck!”

• +OHN GLENN�S 
     'RIENDSHIP 7 LENS

• MICHAEL +ACKSON�S 
    CONCERT GLOVE

• DEAD8OOD DICK�S 
     POCKET 8ATCH
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• HVHF SFMFDtiPO PG 'iSFaSNT

• MaTTiWF SFMFDtiPO PG HiHI-EOd +FwFMSy
at a 'SaDtiPO PG NFw PSiDF

• A MVTt SFF wIFO ViTitiOH Rapid City�

605-342-PAWN
629 St Joseph Street • Downtown Rapid City

TRAVELER’S COUPON

30% Any Individual
Piece of JewelryOFF

Limit one per customer/Exp. 9/22/25
Can’t be combined with any other o�er.

PRESIDENTIAL PA8N & GUN
62� St. +PTFpI St. - DPwOtPwO

PRESIDENTIAL PAWN
Two steps into the showroom of Presidential Pawn 

	one oG DoXntoXn 3aQid $ity�s Nain attraDtions
 
you will clearly see the reason why, as the locals 
say, “This is not your ordinary pawn shop”. This 
sprawling marketplace, without a doubt, is one of 
America’s most attractive, diverse, and “just plain 
DooMw sIoQs XIiDI inDorQorate tIe Xord iPA8/w�

From the minute one arrives, the urge to explore 
and discover will provoke a closer look. Old West 
town facades built within the store greet visitors 
with a friendly reminder that they have truly 
reached the “Wild, Wild West”. Further investigation 
will reveal an inventory �lled with historic items 
from ancient times to the latest trends (and 
everything in between).

It is not uncommon for customers to almost 
forget they are in a “Pawn Shop”.  But pawn shop 
shopping does come with its advantages. The 
bargain hunter will not leave disappointed. What’s 
even better.... haggling is not only allowed... it’s 
encouraged!

Our customer service will make your adventure 
one to remember for years to come!
PresidentiaM PaXn����it�s iRuite reWoMutionaryw�

• 5IF *DFCPY /VHHFU (the 
largest undisputed Black 
Hills gold placer nugget in 
existence.)

• 1BXO[J
 UIF 3w 5BMM %PH! 
(Quite possibly the World’s 
smallest dog.)

• %FBEXPPE %JDL�T 1PDLFU 8BUDI (Along with six 
hand-written letters from one 
of Deadwood’s most famous 
historic characters.)

• An aNa[ing DoMMeDtion oG 
8estern and /atiWe ANeriDan 
artifacts…and much, much 
more!
.any oG tIe eYIiCits are MaCeMed XitI a i23w Dode 

which can be scanned by a smartphone. From 
there you will enjoy several “mini-doncumentaries” 
to explain these rare and fantastic �nds in a more 
in-depth and exciting way.  Enjoy at your own 
QaDe�  *ts '3&&
 its '6/ and truMy a destination 
the whole family will enjoy, (with many souvenirs 
available) and its conveniently located in the heart 
oG DoXntoXn 3aQid $ity�
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DID YOU KNOW (THE ULTIMATE HIKER)…
  *n ����
 XIiMe Iunting XitI tIe AsIMey 'ur Qarty
 )ugI GMass Xas so terriCMy NauMed Cy a gri[[My Cear 
that two members of the party were left behind to do what they could and to bury him when he died. 

Fearing for their own lives and believing his condition hopeless, they took his weapons and 
deserted him.  Living o� rain, wet tree moss, snakes, mice and bugs, Glass crawled for 3 
NontIs to Nake tIe ��� NiMe trek CaDk to 'ort ,ioXa on tIe .issouri 3iWer to önd tIe Nen 

who had left him.  Today Glass is remembered in songs, books, movies (most recently 
The Revenant) and a historical marker, which still stands on the South Dakota prairie.

Fearing for their own lives and believing his condition hopeless, they took his weapons and 
deserted him.  Living o� rain, wet tree moss, snakes, mice and bugs, Glass crawled for 3 
NontIs to Nake tIe ��� NiMe trek CaDk to 'ort ,ioXa on tIe .issouri 3iWer to önd tIe Nen 

who had left him.  Today Glass is remembered in songs, books, movies (most recently 

BLACK HILLS
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Attractions
Corn Palace Mitchell 800-257-2676
Storybook Island Rapid City 342-6357
Rushmore Borglum Story Keystone 666-4448
Big Thunder Gold Mine Keystone 666-4847
Custer State Park Custer 255-4515
Crazy Horse Memorial Hwy. 16 673-4681
The Mammoth Site Hot Springs 745-6017
1880 Town I90 Exit 170 344-2259
Dinosaur Park Rapid City 343-8687
Sprockets Fun Foundry Keystone 666-4242
Rushmore Candy Co Hwy 16 342-1489
Four Mile Old West Town Custer 673-3905
DC Booth Fish Hatchery Spearfish 642-7730
Bullock Hotel Ghost Tour Deadwood 800-336-1876
Heritage Village Custer  888-HAVE FUN
Roy’s Drive-In Movie Theater Hermosa 255-5333
Candyland Hill City 574-2824
Buffalo Hunt Coaster Hwy 16 343-3113
Sugar Park (Zip Line) Hwy 16 666-4478
Buffalo Shop Hill City 206-852-5933

Animal Attractions
Reptile Gardens Hwy 16 800-355-0275
Old McDonald’s Farm Hwy 16 737-4815

Bus Tours
Ft. Hays Mt. Rushmore Tour Hwy. 16 888-394-9653

Cave Tours
Rushmore Cave Keystone 255-4384 
Wonderland Cave Nemo 578-1728 
Black Hills Caverns Hwy 44 343-0542

Chuckwagon & Music Shows
Ft. Hays Chuckwagon Hwy. 16 888-394-9563 

Golf Adventure
Pirates Cove Rapid City 343-8540
Holy Terror Mini Golf Keystone 666-4455
Golf Public Hart Ranch Public Golf  Hwy. 16 S 800-787-2267
Putz n Glo Golf Hwy 16 S 716-1230
Sweet Greens Hill City 574-2824

Wheeled Adventures
Flags & Wheels Rapid City 341-2186

Helicopter Rides
Black Hills Ariel Adventures Hwy 385 673-2163
Black Hills Ariel Adventures Badlands 673-2163
Black Hills Ariel Adventures Keystone 673-2163

Museums-Auto
Pioneer Auto Museum Murdo 669-2691

Museums-Cultural 
South Dakota Hall of Fame Chamberlain 734-4216

Museums-Geology/Palentology/Mining
Museum of Geology (SDSM&T Campus) Rapid City 394-2467
Black Hills Mining Museum Lead 584-1605
Sanford Labs Lead 584-3110
Petrified Forest of the Black Hills Piedmont 787-4884
World Fossil Finder Museum Hot Springs 745-5007
Dinosaur Museum Rapid City 340-8140
  
Museums-General 
Natl Presidents Wax Museum Keystone 666-4455
SD Air & Space Museum Ellsworth 385-5189
Von Bayer Museum (DC Booth) Spearfish 642-7730

Native American Made
Prairie Edge Rapid City 342-3086

BLACKHILLSATTRACTIONS.COM

All SD Area Code (605)THINGS TO DO....THINGS TO DO....

or

HIGHWAY HIGHWAY HIGHW 16 South
The Road to Mt. Rushmore
HIGHWAY 16 South
The Road to Mt. Rushmore

  

Fort Hays Happy Holiday
Resort

Reptile Gardens
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ATTRACTIONS
Fort Hayes
Buffalo Hunt Coaster
Reptile Gardens
Old 0acDonald’s Farm
Putz n Glow
Rushmore Candy Co
Christmas 9illage
Sugar Park =ip Line
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LODGING (SD  Area Code 605)
Happy Holiday Resort 342-7365
CAMPING
Happy Holiday Resort    342-7365
Black Hills R9 Park        343-6319
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WEST 

I-9 0 

Black Hills R9 Park        343-6319Black Hills R9 Park        343-6319Black Hills R9 Park        343-6319Black Hills R9 Park        343-6319Black Hills R9 Park        343-6319Black Hills R9 Park        343-6319

Putz n GloPutz n Glo

5XshPRrH�CDQG\�CR

BH RV Park
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*Ds�/iJhW�5HsWDXrDQW

'iQRsDXr�0XsHXP

HIGHWAY 16

DID YOU KNOW…
In 1898, the �rst commercial 
timber sale on Federal forested 
land in the United States was 

authorized in the area 
of Jim and Estes 
Creeks (near the 
town of Nemo).

authorized in the area 
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YOUR BEST LOCATION FOR A BLACK HILLS VACATION!

CALL 605-342-7365 FOR RESERVATIONS

• ,JUDIFOFUUFT XJUI %FDLT � 5BCMFT
• "JS $POEJUJPOFE
 4BUFMMJUF 57
• ,JOH 4J[F 4JOHMFT - 2VFFO %PVCMFT
• -PH $BCJOT 4MFFQ �
• &MFDUSJDJUZ�57 JO $BCJOT

MOTEL & CABINS
•  %FMVYF 37 TJUFT - #JH 3JH 'SJFOEMZ
•  'VMM )PPL-6QT
 � 4BUFMMJUF 57
• 4QBSLMJOH #BUISPPNT � -BVOESZ
• ##2 (SJMMT
 $PWFSFE 1BUJPT
• 7JEFP -PUUFSZ

RV PARK & CAMPGROUND

XXX�IBQQZIPMJEBZSWSFTPSU�DPN •  $BNQ!)BQQZ)PMJEBZ373FTPSU�DPN

���� 4 )Xy ��
Directly Across from 

3eQtiMe Gardens

A FULL SERVICE RESORT
)FBUFE 1PPM • $POWFOJFODF 4UPSF • 1VC 

1SPQBOF • 3FVOJPO )BMM 
 ,JE�T 1MBZHSPVOE • #BTLFUCBMM • '3&& 8J'J

,-90 • (;,7 6�

DISCOUNTED RATES
AVAILABLE!

FREE WIFI!

RATES

HAPPY HOLIDAY RESORT

TOP RATED PARK

IN THE BLACK HILLS

PLAY

7*%&0
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Highway 16Highway 16

FT. HAYS CHUCKWAGON SUPPER & SHOW…  Dinner bell rings 
at 6:30 nightly for a hearty meal of BBQ beef, chuckwagon potatoes, 
baked beans, biscuits, applesauce and coffee or lemonade.  Then 
it’s time for our foot-stompin’ music/comedy show by the Ft. Hays 
Wranglers.  At 2255 Fort Hayes Dr, Rapid City.  Ph. 1-888-394-9653. 

BLACK HILLS REPTILE GARDENS... If you think we’re just snakes... 
look again.  Reptile Gardens boasts the world’s largest reptile collection 

and three exciting shows.  Hundreds of tropical orchids and 
��,��� other flowers.  Meet giant tortoises and parrots up 
close.  %e ama]ed by ´Maniac,µ 1orth $merica’s *iant 
Crocodile�  )rom bald eagles to .omodo dragons, 1ew 
Guinea artwork to ice cream, it’s fun for the whole family.

OLD MACDONALD’S FARM… This is truly a hands-on 
learning experience.  Imagine holding a newly hatched chick in your hand or petting a 

newborn baby lamb.  There’s no better way to learn about animals than touching, holding and 
feeding them firsthand.  Have you ever wondered why a pig needs to roll in 

the mud or how a sheep’s wool is made into a sweater?  Our knowledgable 
staff is here to answer your animal Tuestions.  :hether you’ve come 
to pet an animal for the first time, learn new things about animals, or 
just be entertained by the comical antics of the farm animals, you will 
discover a whole different world that is 2ld MacDonald’s )arm.

Rushmore Candy Co… Located in the heart of the Black Hills. We are South 
Dakota’s largest candy store at over Must under ��,��� sTuare feet full of candy. Most 

everything from old school Mawbreakers to to modern pucker powder, plus 
hundreds and hundreds of other different types of candy. Call, email or stop in 

to get a gift card to send to your friends and family, ������������. Come visit 
us today!

Putz n Glo Black Light Mini Golf & Family Entertainment Center… 
)un for all ages� 7hree great attractions� 3ut] n *lo %lack /ight Mini 
*olf, Miners Ma]e Human Ma]e $dventure, and )inders .eepers 
*emstone 3anning at one convenient location. $lso, 6nack %ar, 
Gift Shop, and Arcade. Open all year round. Check out www.

putznglo.com for hours, rates, and more info or call 605-716-
1230.

Christmas Village… Located  on Highway 16, just 1 mile past Bear Country. 
This HUGE store has a fantastic selection of Christmas as well as NFL 

items. Over 10,000 ornaments are on display with many having 
the option of personalizing! Numerous Mt. Rushmore and South 
Dakota collectible ornaments with most styles available ONLY 
at Christmas Village. In addition, the NFL Store carries a wide 
selection of merchandise for ALL 32 NFL Teams. We specialize 

in all unique, licensed NFL items....OPEN DAILY!

Fort Hays’ “Buffalo Hunt” Interactive Amusement Ride! Fun for all 
ages! Soar over the herd of buffalo with your Six Shooter. Purchase Your 
advance tickets at buffalohunt.net. Located at the Ft Hays and Dances 
with Wolves Film Set Complex, 5 miles south of downtown Rapid City 

and next to multiple other attractions. 605-343-3113.

PLAY

7*%&0

The Road to… MOUNT RUSHMOREHighlights

PLAY

7*%&0

PLAY

7*%&0

PLAY

7*%&0

PLAY

7*%&0

PLAY

7*%&0

PLAY

7*%&0

and next to multiple other attractions. 605-343-3113.
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PLAY

7*%&0

STEEP
GRADE

SOUND
YOUR
HORN

STEEP GRADES AND TUNNELS IN THE CENTRAL 
BLACK HILLS

Grades in the Black Hills are sometimes long and steep.  Vehicles pulling 
trailers may experience overheating or transmission problems.  Use �rst or 
second gear when driving up and down long, steep grades, and use your 
brakes sparingly.  Watch extention mirrors while driving through tunnels.

Black Hills Bluegrass Thursdays... Every Thusday nite, stop in at the Gaslight 
Saloon for a great meal, cocktails and enjoy the live bluegrass jam!  Sit and 
listen or bring your own instruments and jump right in...A local’s favorite by far 
featuring musicians from all over the area.  For more information call 605-343-
9276 or check on the web at gaslightrestaurant.com

Mount Rushmore Tours…Board for all day narrated bus tour 
with stops at Mount 5ushmore Memorial, /incoln %orglum Museum, 3igtails %ridges, 

Scenic Tunnels & Wildlife, State Game Lodge for Lunch (lunch is 
additional�, 1eedles Highway, 6ylvan /ake, Cra]y Horse Memorial.  

2ff�bus camera stops throughout the day.  $rrive back to )ort Hayes 
at 5:30pm.  Enjoy browsing through our wonderful Gift Shops, 
Hands�on 3ioneering History items, pictures and props of movies 
filmed in 6outh Dakota.

Dinosaur Museum… Travel back in time millions years and be 
astounded with one of the world’s largest collections of the most 
realistic, life-size dinosaurs! With over 50 exhibits, the name tells 
all...these replicas are true “museum-quality.” FUN FOR THE 
ENTIRE FAMILY....the museum also features a mirror maze, 
movie theatre, children’s fossil dig, birthday party area, mini-golf 
and gift shop. Located on Highway 16, next to Reptile Gardens. 
605-342-8140 • www.facebook.com/thedinosaurmuseumsd

PLAY

7*%&0
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pine trees in the 
Black Hills, all tours 
inDMude tXo tIings�  
a  gre at  t i m e  fo r 
everybody and the 
comfort in knowing 
that someone else is 
taking care of all the 
details. That’s what 
makes a bus tour great. Once you choose what you want to 
experience, your work is �nished. All you need to do then 
is sit back, watch the world go by, and have a great time. 
There’s no worrying about when an attraction closes. Your 
tour guide knows that. There’s no need to have a glove box 
full of maps. Your guide knows where to go. You won’t have 
to think about where the next gas station is. Your driver 
takes care of �lling the tank. And there’s no stress created 
by driving in a new place you’ve never visited. You’ll have 
an experienced driver. You’ll also have someone who can 
ansXer tIe Ruestion
 i8Iat�s tIat w Xe aMM ask DountMess 
tiNes XIiMe on WaDation� .any tours inDMude narration tIat 
XiMM ansXer aMM your Ruestions aCout tIe sites you Qass�
  All of those things add up to the one thing that makes 
Cus tours great�  tIey�re easy� 5Iey reNoWe tIe Iours 
oG QManning reRuired Gor a GuMM day oG WaDation Gun� 5Iey 
eliminate the hassle of searching for parking spots at 
.ount 3usINore and tIe otIer QoQuMar attraDtions in 
the Black Hills. They let you focus on the “why” of your 
trip to the Black Hills instead of the “how.” In short, they 
allow you to spend more time to do what you want in the 
#MaDk )iMMs
 XIetIer it�s reMaYing or Kust sQending RuaMity 
time with your family. And after all, what better reason is 
tIere tIan tIat 

How’s this for a perfect way to experience the beautiful 
Black Hills of South Dakota and everything they have 
to oòer  3eMaY in a DoNGortaCMe
 IigI�CaDked seat
 see 
the region’s most stunning vistas and sights, visit the 
best attractions and have time to talk to your traveling 
companions without worrying about watching the road. 
   Those are just some of the bene�ts of taking a bus tour 
of the Black Hills. Lots of companies o�er lots of tour 
options, giving you the ability to �nd the one that perfectly 
matches your needs and schedule. If it’s bu�alo you want 
to see
 DIoose a tour tIat inDMudes $uster 4tate Park� *G 
you want a bit of gambling in the cards, pick the tour that 
stops in Deadwood, the Black Hills historic gambling town. 

If you’re a railroad 
buff,  there are 
tours that include 
a ride on the 1880 
Train that travels 
CetXeen )iMM $ity 
a n d  K e y s t o n e . 
S o m e  t o u r s 
include dinner and 

stops at some of the many Black Hills attractions. Your 
admission to those attractions is often included in your 
tour price. Other tours include a more scenic adventure, 
giving you more time to experience the natural beauty of 
the Black Hills. If you want to create your own adventure, 
you Dan do tIat
 too� .any tour DoNQanies oòer tIe oQtion 
oG DustoNi[ing a tour Gor your grouQ� #ut
 don�t Gorget � 
you don’t need a huge group to join a bus tour. Individual 
traWeMers and GaNiMies Dan Koin tIe eYDursions
 too� $IiMdren 
Dan oGten ride at reduDed QriDes� $IeDk XitI tIe DoNQany 
you choose for details and other specials. 
   While there are almost as many tour options as 

See the Black Hills the Easy Way - by Bus

Steven Page Photography

Black Hills RV Park
Open Year Round!

80 LFWFM 'VMM HPPLVp SitFT
AMwayT CMFaO SIPwFS HPVTF

LaVOdSy 'aDiMitFT •  SPGt 8atFS
  GPPd 8i'i • PMayHSPVOd

PETS WELCOME!
DPH 8aMLT & RVOT

DAILY & MONTHLY RATES�

2200 'PSt HayFT DSiWF
5 M SPVtI PG DPwOtPwO Rapid City 

CLEAN�  •  2UIET�  •  SIMPLE�  •  SA'E�

605-343-631�
 www.BHRV.OFt
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FilmsetFilmset

FREE Self-Guided Tour

Call for Advanced Reservations
Seating assigned by advanced, prepaid reservations.

Tin Shop • Rope Shop • Sawmil 
Blacksmith Shop SD • Mercantile Gift Shop

MT RUSHMORE BUS TOUR
VISIT ON THE TOUR...
• Mt Rushmore
• Iron Mountain Road
• Custer State Park
• State Game Lodge
• Needles Highway
• Sylvan Lake
• Crazy Horse Memorial 

Dinner at 
6:30pm

Chuckwagon Dinner & Show • Buffalo Hunt Coaster Ride            
Dances w/Wolves Film Set • Mt Rushmore Bus Tour

15 Photo 
Movie Booklet!

(Collector’s Item)

Chuckwagon Dinner & Show • Buffalo Hunt Coaster Ride            Chuckwagon Dinner & Show • Buffalo Hunt Coaster Ride            Chuckwagon Dinner & Show • Buffalo Hunt Coaster Ride            Chuckwagon Dinner & Show • Buffalo Hunt Coaster Ride            

TOUR & DINNER SHOW
PACKAGES AVAILABLE!

CHUCKWAGON SUPPER & 
BRANSON STYLE MUSIC SHOW

(Gluten FREE & Vegetarian Options 
Availablewith Advanced Notice!)

99¢ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
COWBOY PANCAKES

7:00 to 
11:00 am

(Side orders extra)

No Reservations Needed

Every Morning . . .

Redeem Inside
Rope Shop

While Supplies Last

FREE
BOOK ONLINE

Promo Code “Trav25”
Must provide Code at time of Reservation.

$25 on
Supper 
& Show

Save
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All At FORT HAYS!

BuffaloHunt.net • Surprises Around Every Turn!

ENJOY
THIS HEART
POUNDING

THRILL RIDE!

1.605.343-3113www.mtrushmoretour.com
2255 'ort Hayes DriWe
 Rapid City
 4D 57702 • Located 5 mi 4outI oG Rapid City 

HW�6 to Mount RusImore • 'ree parking at 'ort Hays

Voted #1 Thrill Ride in the Black Hills!

COASTERCCCCCCOOOOOAAAAAAAAASSSSSTERTERTERTERTERTERTERTERTERTERTERTERTERTERTERBUFFA
LO HUNT

             6&$1 +(5(���
6HH WKH &2$67(5    
             in $&7,21!

BOOK ONLINE
Promo Code “Hunt5”

$5Single
Coaster Ride

Only

BOOK ONLINE
Promo Code “Hunt25”

$10on
Unlimited
Wristband

Save
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Fifty years ago at a restaurant in the Black Hills, 
you could have anything you wanted for dinner, as 
Mong as it Xas steak and Qotatoes�   /oX in tIe era 
of �ne chefs, foodies and locavores, you can still get 
a si[[Min� sMaC oG CeeG or a GaNiMiar RuiDk Curger
 Cut 
also be regaled with a grand bu�et of international 
delights and South Dakota spins 
and innovations. 

4inDe tIe GoMd 3usI oG 
����
 a Wariety oG restaurateurs 
have set up shop in the Black 
Hills.   Within a year of the 
rush to Deadwood there were 
gardens growing vegetables for 
r e m a r k a b l e 
$ I i n e s e 
c u i s i n e .  
Within a few 
years there 
Xere $ornisI
 
Welsh, Italian, 
Slavic, Irish, 
Greek, Lebanese, 
'renDI�$anadian 
and German 
i m m i g r a n t s 
settling in the 
Hills, bringing 
their savory 
and sweet fare 
with them.  But with a few 
generations of assimilation, a 
couple of world wars, closing 
of the mines, the “boom and 
bust” cycles of the old west 
and a diaspora of younger 
generations, the food cultures 
of the Black Hills �attened back 
into iNeat and Qotatoes�w  .ind you
 tIey Xere good 
and hearty meat and potatoes, with an occasional 
spoonful of string beans and plenty of gravy, but it 
was pretty basic all the same.  A major exception 
came with the growth of Ellsworth Air Force Base in 
tIe ����s and ��s and an inøuY oG XorMd traWeMers�   
They didn’t transform the restaurant scene so 
much, but groceries from around the world began 
to invade the shelves of local supermarkets.  Then 

+uMia $IiMd DaNe in XitI tIe ����s and Nany MoDaMs 
were eager to try new dishes and ways of cooking. 
The “movement” grew and over last thirty years … 
the rest is history!

We are now in the midst of a culinary renaissance!  
There are restaurants for everyone, no matter what 

your tastes y GroN tIe RuiDkest 
food stops and ever-moving 
food trucks … to more formal, 
elegant surroundings with 
more sophisticated menus.  
Every town in the Black Hills 
has some exceptional eateries 
o�ering lots of choices.  All 

it takes is an 
a d v e n t u r o u s 
spirit and a 
little scoutin’ 
around and 
you’ll �nd them 
… and be glad 
you did!
But wait … 

there’s more!  
The Black Hills 
hosts visitors 
from around 
the world 
and, as tastes 
have changed 

over the past decades, 
entrepreneurial “spirits” 
have risen to meet them.  
Vineyards have proliferated 
and a number of local 
vintners now create �ne 
wines and award winning 
specialties to accompany 

good food or just enjoy by the glass during a break 
in your touring.  Hand crafted beers are also served 
up at breweries throughout the Hills by masters 
who take great care and pride in their creations. 
Wineries and breweries are open to the public and 
XiMM XeMDoNe you Gor a tour� .ost aMM Xineries and 
breweries o�er free tasting.  So take a look and take 
advantage of the many culinary treats o�ered in 
tIe #MaDk )iMMs�  $Ieers and #on AQQÏtit�

WINING, DINING AND WHAT’S BREWING IN THE BLACK HILLS
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BLACK HILLS
Even translucent calcite crystals line many of the glittering walls, 
floors and ceilings of the caves.

Eight Black Hills caves have been developed to accommo-
date public tours.  They offer a variety of excitement and wonder, 
and each is unique in its own way.  The facilities provide electric 
lighting, steps, handrails and guided tours for the whole family.  
Cave temperature averages 50 degrees Fahrenheit, so a light 
jacket or sweater is suggested.  Cave tours offer a visitor adven-
ture almost unlike anything else in nature.   A one hour tour will 
take you into a cool, hushed, exotic world where dripping water, 
sparkling crystals and decorated corridors reveal the unseen 
wonders of the Black Hills underground wilderness.

Now, if you are really one of those special people who want 
to go where few men have gone before, then you may want a 
Spelunking Tour.  Designed for beginners or seasoned cavers, 
these outings are not to be taken lightly.  Each requires physic-
al and mental toughness to complete the journey with your 
qualified guide. Reservations are required; physical standards 
must be met; and proper attire, provided by the cave, must be 
worn.

Spelunking is a serious and potentially dangerous activity.  
But it does provide a wonderful cave experience and offers you 
that western adventure you won’t find anywhere else.  

It you really can’t find that western adventurer you may be 
looking in the wrong place.  For beauty, the sense of discovery, 
and pure adventure, look to the Caves of the Black Hills.

Both Wind Cave and Jewel Cave are listed as two the longest 
caves in the world.  Add to this at least another six commercial 
caves and you will have all the adventure you want.  Wind and 
Jewel are now National Parks, and like every other cave they 
have very interesting histories of their discovery.  Cowboys out 
chasing cattle in the 1880s lay claim to locating both of these 
big caves and were noticed because of the sound of rushing 
wind coming out of the cave.

Caves are generally found in limestone, and at one time, 
layers of this marine deposit some 800 to 900 feet thick covered 
the Black Hills region. It was the result of great inland seas that 
spread across the region hundreds of millions years ago.  After 
the sea had receded, water seeping through the limestone 
dissolved the rock, forming caves.   What Mother Nature created 
were vast underground works of art.

Black Hills caves are well known for their abundance of rare 
formations, exquisitely decorated rooms and passages, and their 
maze-like connections of tunnels.  Common formations include 
stalactites, stalagmites, columns, spiralling  helictites, flow stone, 
ribbon like draperies, frost work, box work, and cave popcorn. 

CAVES of the             

HIGHWAY 16
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  You may have seen Black Hills Gold on the Home Shopping Network 
or seen someone wearing the interesting jewelry design. Either way, 

you were probably struck by the unique look of the Black Hills Gold. 
There’s nothing else like it.
Every piece of Black Hills Gold features tricolored grape and 
leaf designs. Jewelry makers create the three-colored effect by 
combining a bit of copper and silver with pure gold. All official 

Black Hills Gold jewelry is made in the Black Hills, with most of 
it created at factories in Rapid City. Many of the jewelry makers offer tours of their 
operations and operate factory stores that sell the jewelry at deep discounts.
   The legend of Black Hills Gold varies a bit, depending on the storyteller, but one 
thing is certain. The legend began when thousands of prospectors flooded the Black 
Hills after Gen. George Armstrong Custer’s expedition discovered the precious metal 
in French Creek in 1874. That discovery sparked the last great gold rush in the lower 
48 United States.
   A young Frenchman – he sometimes goes by Henri LeBeau – was searching for gold 
when he became lost in the rugged country of the Black Hills. One legend says he fell 
asleep while he grew weak with hunger and exhaustion. He dreamed of grape vines 
and grapes that grew in his homeland. In another story, the Frenchman’s life was saved 
when he found and ate wild grapes. Either way, the experience inspired the frustrated 
prospector to create the tricolored gold jewelry that featured grapes, leaves, and vines. 
He sold the newly-created jewelry to miners and finally found his fortune in gold, just 
not in the way he expected.
   A third legend has a man named S.T. Butler creating the jewelry design in California 
during the 1849 gold rush. Sellers brought the jewelry east to the Black Hills, where 
it settled like so many travelers and adopted the region’s name.
   Either way, other jewelry makers joined the rush and sold the jewelry, always with 
the tricolored design, to residents of the now-booming Black Hills of South Dakota.
   The Black Hills Gold rush has continued. The tricolored jewelry design is popular 
among locals and visitors and is featured on everything from rings, watches, earrings, 
and necklaces. Many current Black Hills Gold makers have been at it since nearly the 
beginning and have perfected the process. Local artists create new and unique designs 
every year, and no two stores sell exactly the same pieces.
   Black Hills Gold is truly unique. It has an interesting history – no matter which version 
you prefer – and can be a special way to remember your trip to the Black Hills of South 
Dakota, a unique place all its own.

DID YOU KNOW...
5Ie #MaDk )iMMs started GorNing aQQroYiNateMy �� NiMMion years ago�  	Prior to tIeir GorNation
 tIe /ortI 

ANeriDan .idXest Xas DoWered XitI Xater on seWeraM diòerent oDDasions�
  *G naturaM erosion 
neWer took QMaDe on tIe #MaDk )iMMs
 tIey XouMd Ce oWer ��
��� Geet in eMeWation� IoXeWer
 

the rain, snow and wind has taken their natural course of action and have now left rock 
formations exposed representing from the earth’s beginning to present day.  Today, 

the Badlands are the remains of the Black Hills’ erosion.

ANeriDan .idXest Xas DoWered XitI Xater on seWeraM diòerent oDDasions�
  *G naturaM erosion 
neWer took QMaDe on tIe #MaDk )iMMs
 tIey XouMd Ce oWer ��
��� Geet in eMeWation� IoXeWer
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$5
Savings 
Coupon, 
Below!

All 32 NFL teams • Large variety

SHOPSHOP
NUMEROUS
MT. RUSHMORE & SOUTH DAKOTA 
Ornaments, available 
ONLY at Christmas Village!

10 miles South of Rapid City on Highway 16 to Mt. Rushmore
13648 S. Hwy. 16   •  Rapid City, SD 57702   •  605-343-3440

The Shops atThe Shops at

Christmas 

  Village
Below!

SHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOP

Christmas 
Christmas 
Christmas 
Christmas 
Christmas 

  Village  Village  Village
Below!

SHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOP

Christmas 
Christmas 

  Village  Village

Only one coupon per family. Cannot be used with any other 
discounts. Valid only on Regular Priced items. Expires 12/15/25

  Village  Village  Village  Village
A Huge Christmas Store (7,000 sq ft)!

with Over 10,000 Ornaments!

MT. RUSHMORE & SOUTH DAKOTA 

FREE Personalizing on OVER 

1,000 Different, Specialty 

Ornaments!

SHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOP

HIGHWAY 16

ChristmasVillageStore
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Located in the heart of the Black Hills.
We are South Dakota’s largest candy 

store at over just under 13,000 square 
feet full of candy! 

Come visit us today!

9�15 4 )XZ 16 • 4PVUI Pf 3BQJE $JUZ PO )XZ 16
605-34�-14�9 •SVTINPSFDBOEZDPNQBOZ�DPN

Pinus ponderosa is a large coniferous pine (evergreen) tree. 
The bark helps to distinguish it from other species. Mature to 
over-mature individuals have yellow to orange-red bark in broad 
to very broad plates with black crevices. Younger trees have 
blackish-brown bark, referred to as “blackjacks” by early loggers. 
Ponderosa pine’s �ve subspecies, as classi�ed by some botanists, 
can be identi�ed by their characteristically bright, green needles 
(contrasting with blue-green needles that distinguish Je�rey 
pine). The Paci�c subspecies has the longest—19.8 cm or 7.8 
in—and most �exible needles in plume-like fascicles of three. The 
Columbia ponderosa pine has long—12.0–20.5 cm or 4.7–8.1 
in—and relatively �exible needles in fascicles of three. The Rocky 
Mountains subspecies has shorter—9.2–14.4 cm or 3.6–5.7 in—
and stout needles growing in scopulate (bushy, tuft-like) fascicles 
of two or three. The southwestern subspecies has 11.2–19.8 cm or 
4.4–7.8 in, stout needles in fascicles of three (averaging 69–89 mm 
(2.7–3.5 in)). The central High Plains subspecies is characterized 
by the fewest needles (1.4 per whorl, on average); stout, upright 
branches at narrow angles from the trunk; and long green 
needles—14.8–17.9 cm or 5.8–7.0 in—extending farthest along 
the branch, resembling a fox tail. Needles are widest, stoutest, and 
fewest (averaging 56–71 mm (2.2–2.8 in)) for the species.

Pinus ponderosa is a dominant tree in the Kuchler plant 
association, the ponderosa shrub forest. Like most western 
pines, the ponderosa generally is associated with mountainous 
topography. However, it is found on banks of the Niobrara River 
in Nebraska. Scattered stands occur in the Willamette Valley of 
Oregon and in the Okanagan Valley and Puget Sound areas of 
Washington and British Columbia. Ponderosa covers 1,000,000 
acres (400,000 ha), or 80%,[18] of the Black Hills of South Dakota. 
It is found on foothills and mid-height peaks of the northern, 
central, and southern Rocky Mountains, in the Cascade Range, in 
the Sierra Nevada, and in the maritime-in�uenced Coast Range. In 
Arizona, it predominates on the Mogollon Rim and is scattered on 
the Mogollon Plateau and on mid-height peaks in Arizona and New 
Mexico. It does not extend into Mexico.[19]

The �re cycle for ponderosa pine is 5 to 10 years, in which a 
natural ignition sparks a low-intensity �re.[20]

Pinus ponderosa needles are the only known food of the 
caterpillars of the gelechiid moth Chionodes retiniella.[21] Blue 
stain fungus, Grosmannia clavigera, is introduced in sapwood 
of P. ponderosa from the galleries of all species in the genus 
Dendroctonus (Mountain Pine Beetle), which has caused much 
damage.

Those Trees 
You Sees.....
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A MENAGERIE OF MUSEUMS
From the roaming of dinosaurs 65 million years ago through the 

pioneering days of the late 1800s and into the current century, it’s all 
here in museums … the old and the new about the history, landscape 
and myriad cultures of western South Dakota and the Black Hills!
At the Oglala Lakota College Historical Center near Kyle on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation visitors can view photographs and artwork 
that chronicle the history of the Oglala Lakota from early 1800’s to 
the Wounded Knee Massacre in 1890. Meet Lakota artists featured 
throughout the summer.

About 76 miles east of Rapid City you’ll �nd the Minuteman Missile 
Historic Site. Operated by the National Park Service, the Visitor Center 
features artifacts, photographs, �lms, and interactive displays that 
explore the story of the Minuteman Missile’s role in the United States’ 
policy of nuclear deterrence during the Cold War. Tours are available.

At the South Dakota Air and Space Museum (just outside the 
main gate of Ellsworth A.F.B.) you can walk through exhibits or take a 
tour that tells the history of aviation. Displays include over 30 vintage 
military aircraft ranging from World War II bombers to the modern-day 
B-1.
If your tastes run to paleontology and geology, you’re in the right place! 
You can �nd dinosaur skeletons and learn much more about the mineral 
and fossil treasures of the area at the Geology Museum at the SD 
School of Mines and Technology in Rapid City.

Large and small museums throughout the Black Hills explore the 
varied history of the area. The towns of Deadwood and Lead are living 
museums in themselves. The narrow streets suggest a feel of the “old 
west” and you can check out how the West was really won in Deadwood’s 
currently operating casinos, gaming halls and saloons.  Mt. Moriah
the �nal resting place of Wild Bill Hickok, Calamity Jane, and other 
“celebrities” of the Wild West, is open to visitors. You can explore all 
parts of Deadwood history at the Adams Museum, the Days of ‘76 
Museum, the Historic Adams House and the Homestake Adams 
Research and Cultural Center.

Since the start of the “Gold Rush” to South Dakota in 1874, mining 
has been an important part of life in the northern hills. Until it closed in 
2002, the Homestake Gold Mine in Lead was the largest producing gold 
mine in North America. It now serves as the Sanford Underground 
Research Facility (SURF) which houses multiple physics experiments 
in dark matter and neutrino research at 4,850 feet under ground! Stop 
at the SURF Visitor Center, situated by the Open Pit, to see free 
exhibits or take a surface tour.  You can learn more about this era at 
the nearby Black Hills Mining Museum.  While in Lead, make a stop 
at the Historic Homestake Opera House. Although not technically 
a “museum,” it was built in 1914 and is open for a variety of events and 
tours.  Currently under renovation, it is a wonderful example of the 
architecture of the era. 

The National Fish Hatchery Museum preserves the vibrant 
history and rich heritage of the American �sheries workers. The 
museum is housed in the original hatchery building built in 1899. 
Displays and interpretative signage provide information of �sh 
management and culture items, explanations of �sheries and workers, 

along with personal artifacts.
The Tri-State Museum in Belle Fourche, which holds the distinction 

of being “The Center of the Nation,” boasts a Visitor Center about that 
geographic honor, as well as educational programs and historical exhibits 
about the region.

Located on the eastern sandstone ridge of the Black Hills, The Black 
Hills Petri�ed Forest museum at I-90, exit 46, o�ers the background 
history of the formation of petri�ed wood, fossilization and geology of 
the Hills formation. Included on the tour is a six block walk through the 
pine trees where natural erosion has exposed the “trees of stone.”

Fort Meade, built in 1878 and the longest surviving post in the 
Dakota Territory, is distinguished as being the birthplace of our national 
anthem. Located east of Sturgis, some of the fort’s original buildings 
remain intact. Many artifacts of the historic outpost and mementos 
of the soldiers who served here are displayed in the Old Fort Meade 
Museum.
  South of Rapid City is the Dinosaur Museum where you’ll 
�nd replicas of 98 ancient reptiles, can view educational movies and 
even try your hand at digging for fossils!

Hill City is home to the museum at the Black Hills Institute of 
Geological Research, a small but incredible natural history museum 
with educational exhibits of numerous fossils and minerals.

The Indian Museum Of North America® at Crazy Horse Memorial 
is home to a large collection of art and artifacts re�ecting the diverse 
histories and cultures of the Native American people.  Designed to 
complement the story being told in stone on the Mountain, the collections 
tell much about the historical and current lives of the Native peoples of 
the region.

Built in 1880 the old Custer County Courthouse has been converted 
to a museum exhibiting a wide variety of artifacts from the area’s pioneer 
and Native American history. Get a taste of pioneer history at the Four 
Mile Old West Town Museum south of Custer. 

If you’re interested in ancient woolly creatures, then pay a visit to 
the Mammoth Site near Hot Springs! It is a LIVING Museum featuring 
exhibits and an active dig site with the largest concentration of mammoth 
remains in the world.

Also in Hot Springs, a visit to the World Fossil Finder Museum will 
reveal a large variety of fossils from many places around the world. Here 
you will examine the best representation of the Earliest Richest Ice Age 
fossil site on earth.  The ultimate feature will is a complete skeleton of 
the biggest and best swimming reptile found anywhere, the Tylosaurus 
named “Debby Sue” who was found in South Dakota!

This exceptional place with its unique geography, cultures and history 
can trigger the sudden urge to utter in simple appreciation, “Wow!” The 
museums of the Black Hills explore and preserve the past, propel us 
into the future, and de�ne who and where we are in the present. They 
engage us and ignite our curiosities about the “worlds” in which we live. 
So be sure to take advantage of the stories they tell!

(NOTE:  Admission to some museums, or parts of them, are free and others 
charge fees.  Please check the individual museums regarding admission 
policies.)
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Receive a 

FREE PONY RIDE
w/ Each Child Admission

With this coupon • subject to weight restriction.
(Not valid with any other offers or promotions.)

018TM

New BIRD
AVAIRY!

PLAY

VIDEO
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Black Hills Aerial 

Adventures…established 
in 1992, along with sister 
companies, Rushmore 
Helicopters 
and Badger 
Helicopters 
previously 
established in 
1960, are the 
ONLY helicopter 
tour companies 
authorized to 
conduct aerial 
helicopter tours in 
both the Mount 
Rushmore and 
Badlands National 
Parks.  

Experience 
the awesome 
splendor of the beautiful Black Hills and the 
rugged natural beauty of the Badlands from the 
vantage point of our feathered friends.  Also, 
breathtaking views of Crazy Horse Memorial, 
Custer State Park, the Needles and Cathedral Spires 
are just a few of the wonders experienced by our 
guests.  Our fleet of modern aircraft are maintained 
to the strictest standards set by the Federal 
Aviation Administration and our staff of trained, 
experienced professional pilots ensure your aerial 
adventure will be conducted with your safety and 
comfort as our ultimate goal.  In addition, our pilots 
and support staff will provide you with historical 
and interesting information about the area and 
its people.  Stunning photographs and videos are 
possible, as every passenger is provided a window 
seat, ensuring an unsurpassed view of the terrain 
below.

Because of the natural beauty and historical 
significance of this area, many film companies and 
news organizations have utilized our services in the 
production of feature films, documentaries and TV 
specials.  Some of these include:  National Treasure 
II with Nicholas Cage, Dances with Wolves, Starship 
Troopers, Man vs. Wild, The Bachelor, Discovery 
Channel, History Channel, National Geographic and 
numerous others.

Flights are conducted 7 
days a week from 9am to 

7pm (weather permitting) and 
reservations are not required.  

Three conveniently located 
heliports, each 
offering a unique 
variety of tour 
options, provide 
family-friendly 
service with 
minimal wait time.  
Gifts and snacks 
are available for 
your convenience.

Additional 
information can 
be found on our 
website, www.
coptertours.com, 
or by calling 605-
673-2163.

FAQ…
How many people can the helicopter hold?
Helicopters are available to accommodate three to 
four passengers.

Is there a weight limit?
Yes. The Robinson R-44 has a limit of 300 lbs per seat. 
Seating arrangement is determined by the pilot 
based on the passengers' weights. Passengers in 
excess of 300 lbs can often to accommodated in one 
of our larger aircraft.

Can we take pictures and video from the helicopter?
Yes. In fact, we highly recommend it. Also, please 
share your videos and photos online with us on 
Facebook – we'd love to see them.

Is there an age limit?

No. People of all ages are able to �y. FAA regulations 
require that a seat be available for all passengers, 
including infants.

Can we customize our tour?
Yes, with prior arrangement, we can accommodate 
most requests for customized �ights. Please contact 
us by calling 605.673.2163.

Do we have to make a reservation?
No. We �y seven days a week - May through October 
- from 9am to 6:30 pm. However, reservations are 
also welcome.
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TRAVELER’S COUPON

Not valid with other offers or discounts.

$5.00 OFF
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The 

FREE MUSEUM &

WALKING TOUR

PLAY

VIDEO

 28 DINING OPTIONS • 38 SHOPS

PLAYGROUND



MAKE IT MONUMENTAL

of the Black Hills!

Home of Mt. Rushmore . . .

18 FAMILY ATTRACTIONS
OVER 1,000 LUXURY ACCOMMODATIONS…

HOTEL/MOTEL, CABINS, VACATIONS HOMES, RENTALS & RV SITES
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244

Buckeye Gulch
Tunnel

Madill St Community
Center

City Park
40

Old Hill City Road

Keystone WyeTo
Hill City

To
Harney

Hayward
Hermosa

Battle Creek

Battle Creek

16A
S

EW

Baymont
Inn & Suites

Rock Shed

           Tickets

Magnuson Grand

Rushmore
Express

 To Iron Mountain Road
and Custer State Park

To
Mt. Rushmore

Grizzly Creek

Ramada Inn

ATTRACTIONS
Mount Rushmore
BH Helicopter Tours
Rushmore Borglum
  History Center
Rushmore Cave
Big Thunder Gold Mine
Rushmore Tramway
   Adventures
Parade of Presidents
Bigfoot
Custer State Park
Holy Terror Mini-Golf
Sprockets Fun Foundry

LODGING (SD area code 605)
Baymont Inn & Suites 666-4212
Ramada Inn 666-4917
Boardwalk Inn 666-4990
Rushmore Express 666-4483
Magnuson Grand 666-4638
Rushmore View 666-4466
Super 8 666-6666
Comfort Suites & Inn 666-4925
Powder House Lodge 666-4646

Elevation       4,340 ft.
Population           232

CAMPING
Rushmore View RV  666-4638

USHMORER
STORY

ORGLUMB

To KOA Campground

Su
pe

r 8

Rushmore View Motel

Good Tyme Photo

Keystone
Museum

Grapes & Grind

Parking

Pa
rk

in
g

DISTANCE TO:

Hill City  15 miles
Custer  12 miles
Hot springs  43 miles
Deadwood/Lead 37 miles
Spearfish  52 miles
Sturgis  51 miles
Rapid City  23 miles

(distances will vary w/routes available)

Dahl’s Chainsaw Art

Boardwalk  Inn

Powder 
House 
Lodge

To
Rapid City

Ruby House

HISTORIC
KEYSTONE
HISTORIC
KEYSTONE

Tickets

Red Garter

Pa
rk

in
g

16A

Rushmore View RV

Comfort Inn & Suites

PLAY

VIDEO
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Discovered

1890s

KEYSTONE

TRAVELER’S COUPON

Ice Cream
$3.00 Single Dip

(reg. $3.99)

Near Mt. Rushmore, Keystone, SD

TOUR an Original 
1890’s Gold Mine

GOLD MINE Tour an authentic gold
mine and allow our guides to take you on 
an adventure!

MINING MUSEUM �e Museum con-
tains one of the largest displays of origi-
nal gold mining equipment in the Black 
Hills!

TWO TYPES OF GOLD PANNING
ON-SITE PANNING  Placer Mining is 

the retrieval of free-gold from the sand 
and gravel of the creeks.

OFF-SITE PANNING on a Genuin 
Gold Claim in Hills, Sluice & Pan Above the 
Creek; Half or Full Day (reservations required 
and can be made at www.bigthundermine.com).

FREE Gold Ore Sample on Tour

GOLD GUARANTEED!

TRAVELER’S COUPON

15% Off
All Merchandise
(excludes sale items)

TRAVELER’S COUPON

$5 Off per Family

Group Off-Site
Claim Panning Experience

TRAVELER’S COUPON

$1 Off Each Admission
  Tour

50¢ Off Each On-Site
                       Gold Panning

PO Bo[ ��� • Keystone� 6' �����
������������ • ������������

mclainsandra@aol.com • ZZZ.bigthundermine.com

See

Mt Rushmore

From Our Deck!

TRAVELER’S COUPON

15% Off
Any Beverage

at the Coffee Cabin

Full Service Restaurant
& Outdoor Deck Seating
FFFull Service Restaurantull Service Restaurantull Service Restaurantull Service Restaurantull Service Restaurantull Service Restaurantull Service Restaurantull Service Restaurantull Service Restaurantull Service Restaurantull Service Restaurantull Service RestaurantFull Service RestaurantFFull Service RestaurantF
& Outdoor Deck Seating& Outdoor Deck Seating& Outdoor Deck Seating& Outdoor Deck Seating& Outdoor Deck Seating& Outdoor Deck Seating& Outdoor Deck Seating& Outdoor Deck Seating& Outdoor Deck Seating& Outdoor Deck Seating& Outdoor Deck Seating& Outdoor Deck Seating& Outdoor Deck SeatingBAR

&GRILL
BAR

Family

EXIT 61  OFF I-90
Take Exit 61 O� I-90 to Keystone, 

turn Hwy 40 east at stop Light, 500 yards

Big Thunder Coffee CabinBig Thunder Coffee Cabin
Best Coffee in the Black Hills ...
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PLAY

VIDEO

FREE!

25TH

YEAR!
Show Times 2 & 4pm

DID YOU KNOW…FAMOUS SOUTH DAKOTANS WHO 
WERE EITHER BORN OR LIVED HERE: CLINTON ANDERSON 
	6S� "g SeDretary
 • OS$"3 HO8& 	"rtist
 • 1"5 O�#3*&/ 
	SportsDaster
 • L"63" */("LLS 8*LD&3 	"uthor
 • 3&D 
$LO6D 	SiouY $hieG
 • $"5H3*/& #"$H 	"Dtress
 • M"3: 
*/("LLS 	1ioneer
 • +O& 3O##*& 	Miami Dolphins Owner
 
• #O# #"3,&3 	1riDe is 3ight Host
 • $H&3:L L"DD 
	"Dtress
 • &"3L S"/D& 	+oDkey
 • (65;O/ #O3(L6M 
	3ushmore SDulptor
 • S*55*/( #6LL 	Dakota $hieG
 • 
SH&38*/ L*/5O/ 	Singer
 • $"S&: 5*##S 	3odeo Star
 
• L*/$OL/ #O3(L6M 	3ushmore SDulptor
 • (&O3(& 
MD(O7&3/ 	1res� $andidate
 • 1"6L 5*&3/&: 	3odeo 
$hamp
 • M"M*& 7"/ DO3&/ 	"Dtress
 • 5OM #3O,"8 
	+ournalist
 • '3&D3*$, M"/'3&D 	"uthor
 • L"83&/$& 
8&L, 	#andleader
 • H6#&35 H6M1H3&: 	Senator
 
• H"37&: D6// 	"rtist
 • #*LL: M*LLS 	OlympiD (old 
Medalist
 • 3*$H"3D 8*DM"3, 	"Dtor
 • 8:"55 &"31 
	Marshall
 • ,O3$;", ;*OL,O8S,* 	$ra[y Horse 

SDulptor
 • M:3O/ 'LO3&/ 	"DDordionist
 
• "L /&6H"35H 	6S" 5oday 'ounder
 

• M"3: H"35 	"Dtress
 • DOROTHY
PROVINE (Actress)

SDulptor
 • M:3O/ 'LO3&/ 	"DDordionist
 
• "L /&6H"35H 	6S" 5oday 'ounder
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TUNNEL  LOCATIONS
IN THE CENTRAL BLACK HILLS
Route Location Width Height
US16A 6 mi. SE of Keystone 13’6” 12’6”
US16A 4 mi. SE of Keystone 13’6” 12’6”
US16A 3mi. SE of Keystone 13’6” 12’6”
US16A 1mi. N of Keystone 42’ 14’6”
SD87 6mi. SE Sylvan Lake   9’ 12’
SD87 2mi. SE Sylvan Lake 8’7” 11’5”
SD87 1mi. N Sylvan Lake 10’ 10’8”

DID YOU KNOW… If any of the heads of Mt. 
Rushmore had a body, it would be 

nearly 500 feet tall.  Mt. Rushmore 
took 14 years of carving at a cost 

of less than one million dollars.

Rushmore had a body, it would be 
nearly 500 feet tall.  Mt. Rushmore 

took 14 years of carving at a cost 

KEYSTONE

,eystone 8ye is an interDIange oG 64 �� and 64 ��A MoDated 
in tIe #MaDk )iMMs oG 4outI Dakota
 Geaturing tXo uniRue struDturaM 
glued laminated timber bridges. The Keystone Wye is a trumpet-
style three-way interchange for the two divided highways, 
constructed in 1966-67 as part of a project by the South Dakota 
DeQartNent oG 5ransQortation 	4DD05
 to DonWert 64 �� to a Gour�
lane highway between Rapid City and Keystone. It was designed 
by Clyde Jundt.

The high bridge (see photo in external reference) is supported 
by three 20-meter wooden, single-hinged arches; six separate 
glued laminated timber pieces are used in the construction. Three 
more pieces were built but failed quality assurance tests; they 

#3*DG&WYEWYE were assembled into an interesting pyramidal sculpture which 
Gor years Xas MoDated Kust oò 64 �� on tIe tIen�soutI edge oG 
Rapid City (a site today occupied by a motel and convenience 
store

 and XIiDI Xas NoWed to a neX MoDation on 64 �� near 
4itting #uMM $rystaM $aWerns in tIe Nid�����s�

The name Keystone Wye signi�cantly predates the construction 
of the modern interchange, and dates back to the 1930s and the 
DonstruDtion oG .ount 3usINore
 XIen 4enator and GoWernor 
Peter Norbeck laid out a series of roadways in the south-central 
#MaDk )iMMs Gor tourist traWeM
 GoDusing on .ount 3usINore and 
Harney Peak. The Keystone Wye includes a stop-by with historic 
and scenic information about the area, a SDDOT maintenance 
yard, and several minor roads connecting to the major highways. 
*n tIe Mate ����s
 64 ��A CetXeen tIe ,eystone 8ye and ,eystone 
itself was widened to a four-lane undivided highway, with the 
single tunnel on the road expanded to accommodate the wider 
roadXay� *n tIe earMy ����s
 64 �� CetXeen tIe ,eystone 8ye 
and Three Forks was improved to a “Super-Two” con�guration 
with passing lanes on most hills, although the alignment was 
unchanged from the 1980s realignment project which created 
many cuto� loops on the highway.

%*% :06 ,/08���
Harney Peak, rising to an altitude of 7,242 
feet is the tallest point between The Rocky 

Mountains and the Alps.
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DID YOU KNOW…   In the mid 
1820s, one of the west’s most famous 
mountain men “Jedediah Smith” 
ventured into the Black Hills on what 
was to become the first recorded 
passage. Along the way one of his 
companions became so dehydrated 
he had to be buried in moist dirt 
while Jed and the others scouted 
for water.  Further in the journey 
Jedediah surprised a grizzly bear 
causing an attack which left him 
with his scalp half torn off. Fellow 
trappers did a crude but effective job 
of sewing the scalp back on. Leaving 
him to wear his hair long the rest 

of his days to cover the 
scars. Note:  Bears no 

longer roam the Black 
Hills in the wild… 

Happy Hiking.

FREE 
Black Hills Mineral

With this coupon

TRAVELER’S COUPON

• &U\VWDOV 
• GLIW IWHPV 
• 6SKHUHV
• BHDGV 
• -HZHOU\ 
• RRFNV 
• )RVVLOV��� �VW 6WUHHW� .H\VWRQH • 6RXWK 'DNRWD �����

7+E R2&. 6+E'
See Our New

Fluorescent Display

KEYSTONE

GHQH DQG -RAQQ .XKQHO� 2ZQHUV
������������ • ZZZ�WKHURFNVKHG�FRP
GHQH DQG -RAQQ .XKQHO� 2ZQHUV
������������ • ZZZ�WKHURFNVKHG�FRP

WILD GAME
� ZaƩlesnake Θ Pheasant Brats 
� Duck tings 
� Elk Θ Bison Burgers

WILD GAMEWILD GAME

Best Wild Game & 

Historical Dishes in the Area!

Specialty Foods!

HISTORICAL DISHES & MORE
� Hot BeeĨ SanĚǁich
� /nĚian Tacos ǁͬ&rǇ BreaĚ
� Historical SoupsͬSalaĚs
� Pet Menu �vailaďle 

605-666-4653 (gold)
ϯϬϴ &irst Street ͻ Historic <eǇstone

Family

FREE WINE TASTING!
tonĚerĨul Selections Ĩroŵ ϱ 
South Dakota &arŵ tines͕ tine 
MerchanĚise �lso �vailaďle

Inside & Outside Dining,
Newly Remodeled with Outdoor Environment!

TRAVELER’S COUPON

15% Off
Your Meal

(with this ad)

Best Wild Game & 

Historical Dishes in the Area!

Family
BAR&GRILL

DID YOU KNOW…Gold is so dense, that a one 
ton cube would measure only 14.2 inches 
Qer side • A MuNQ oG Qure goMd tIe si[e oG a 
matchbox can be �attened into a sheet the 
si[e oG a tennis Dourt • ACsoMuteMy Qure goMd 
is so soGt tIat it Dan Ce NoMded XitI tIe 

Iands • An ounDe oG goMd Dan Ce 
stretched into a wire 50 miles 

Mong • 5Ie Margest goMd nugget 
eWer Gound XeigIed ��� 
MCs�
 �� o[�
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Summer of 2020, a local resident made a special request to Jarrett Dahl for a 
12’ Bigfoot carving for his home. This then, was the catalyst to create an 

even larger version along Grizzly Creek, at the Dahl’s Chainsaw Art 
Studio. By chance, Three carver friends from across the country 

arrived at Jarrett’s request to help with the project....and 
the rest is now history!

The newest Sasquatch, is believed to be the 
world’s largest known Chainsaw Sculpture. 

On December 19, 2020 it was dedicated 
at a Bigfoot Bash celebration held 
by the Keystone Chamber and in 
conjunction with a 2020 Department 

of Tourism DMO Grant. It now 
stands at 22’ 8’’ in a“sitting 

position” holding a 50’ 
flag pole with a carved 

eagle on top, and 
a majestic flying 

American flag.

Bigfoot Lives in Keystone!

PLAY

VIDEO

KEYSTONE



TRAVELER MAGAZINE             84 KEYSTONE

grows from a single entity once known as Rushmore Cave, into a family 
fun adventure park for visitors of all ages.  
It all began back in 1876, quite by accident, when gold miners discovered 
the cave after the �ume system they had developed broke down.  While 
repairing the damage, they noticed that water was pouring down the 
steep hillside a short distance and disappearing between loose rocks 
on the surface.  The curious miners moved the rocks aside and found 
an opening that led to an underground room. Unfortunately for the 
miners, the cave contained cool formations, but no gold.

Additional exploration of the cave wasn’t attempted again until 
almost a decade later when the children of those �rst pioneers began 
exploring the cave.  Their e�orts, using candles and lamps, uncovered 
a series of passageways leading deeper into the mountainside.  
In 1927, the cave was �rst opened to the public as a tourist attraction 
by the Ferguson family.   At that time, it was named the Hermosa 
Crystal Cave. In the 1930’s, some young explorers wiggled their way 
through partially-blocked, constricted passageways and entered 
what is now known as the Big Room (or Crystal Room) for the �rst 
time. In addition to its large size, the big room also boasts a great 
concentration of formations.

In 1952, Si and Ruth Pullen acquired the Cave and renamed it 
because of its proximity to Mount Rushmore.  Through their direction, 
Rushmore Cave received many updates and improvements including 
the addition of lights, a gift shop, and the exit tunnel.  The extended 
Pullen family continued to operate the cave for 55 years until they 

Rush Mountain Adventure Park sold to the new owners in 2008.
Much has changed in the tourism industry in those 55 years.  The new 
owners, a small group of local Black Hills residents, began the process 
of improving the visitor experience for a new generation of travelers.  
New, improved lighting and handrails were added to Rushmore Cave, 
the Visitor’s Center & Gift Shop was gutted and remodeled, and a new 
set of stairs was built.  Soon, it became obvious that visitors wanted 
more. In the years that followed, the Soaring Eagle Zipline Ride was 
added, followed by the Gunslinger – a 7D interactive dark ride.  The 
response from guests was very positive so a snack bar and more “top-
side” attractions followed.  In the fall of 2016, the Rushmore Mountain 
Coaster made its debut and quickly became a visitor favorite.  A name 
change to Rush Mountain Adventure Park, allowed the business to 
more accurately re�ect all the o�erings on the property. 

Most recently, Rush Mountain added The WingWalker – an above 
ground obstacle and ropes challenge course.  It has various levels of 
di�culty of obstacles and ziplines, including an area just for the smallest 
of adventurers.  

While all these new developments were happening, the sta� 
maintained a friendly and helpful atmosphere, making sure that guests 
had a memorable experience, which led to Rush Mountain receiving 
the state tourism industry’s top customer service award in 2018.  

While Rush Mountain Adventure Park, Home of Rushmore Cave, 
might be o� the beaten path, (located on SD Highway 40, between 
Hermosa & Keystone) it should de�nitely be a sought-out destination 
to complete your South Dakota vacation!
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OPEN YEAR 
ROUND!

KEYSTONE

WEB
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tIat GMoXs GroN a Xatertank
 tIrougI sMuiDes
 oWer a 
XaterXIeeM
 into a NiMMQond�  5Iey eWen 

IaWe tIree kinds oG artiöDiaM turG tIat 
siNuMate GairXays
 Qutting greens
 
sand traQs and rougI�  5Ie Dourse 
is GuMMy MigIted and oQen �� a�N� 
till 10 p.m.  Located next to the 
National Presidential Wax Museum 

in Keystone.

Rushmore Borglum Story�  5Ie IistoriD i4Irine to 
DeNoDraDyw is CrougIt to MiGe in tIis ANa[ing .useuN and 

GaMMery XIiDI sIoXDases sDores oG Gut[on 
#orgMuN�s Qaintings
 sDuMQtures and Xork 
NodeMs�  8atDI tIe CMasting and DarWing 
in our eYDMusiWe öMN�  $atDI your CreatI 
as #orgMuN and Iis DreX Xork on tIe 
GaDe oG tIe NonuNent in Cosun�s DIairs 
Iung GroN tIin DaCMes�  :ou XiMM tIink you 
are tIere as you WieX tIe aDtuaM CMasting 

oG tIe granite�  5Iis is truMy an entertaining
 eYDiting and 
inGorNatiWe tour Gor tIe XIoMe GaNiMy�  
7isit tIe NuseuN to get tIe GuMM 
Rushmore Experience and explore 
his other accomplishments.  
DisDoWer XIat NotiWated Gut[on 
#orgMuN � XIy Ie Cegan at age 
�� XIat Nen IaMG Iis age XouMdn�t 
attempt.

National Presidential Wax Museum.  Visit the National 
PresidentiaM 8aY .useuN�  5ake a WiDarious 
triQ into tIe Qast�  4ee tIe great eWents oG 
Iistory tIrougI tIe artistry oG ,atIerine 
4tuCergI ,eMMer
 a tIird�generation XaY 
artist�  &YQerienDe tIe GeeMing oG Ceing 
with President Roosevelt at Yalta, Dolly 
Madison at a White House reception, 
or President 3iDIard /iYon aCoard tIe 644 )ornet as Ie 

XeMDoNes tIe returning astronauts GroN 
tIeir Noon GMigIt� $onteNQMate at 

your Meisure suDI signiöDant eWents 
as tIe draGting oG tIe DeDMaration oG 
*ndeQendenDe
 tIe LinDoMn�DougMas 
deCates
 and tIe reunion oG our 

nation at AQQoNattoY $ourtIouse�  
Group rates are available.

Keystone’s “Big Foot” Sculpture…...
$IeDk out tIe neXest ,eystone Diti[en
 
#igGoot� ArriWing Xinter oG ����
 
$IainsaX Artists +arrett DaIM and 
DreX DarWed tIis #igGoot statue out oG 
Qonderosa Qine GroN tIe surrounding 
Gorest� 5Iis GeMMa Neasures seated at ��� 
�w taMM
noX RuaMiGying as tIe Ciggest 

KEYSTONE

Highlights
Rush Mt Aventure Park / Rushmore 
Cave�  An anDient #MaDk )iMMs treasure
 
Curied CeneatI tIe eartI�s surGaDe
 is 
now yours to discover and explore, just 
a GeX NiMes east oG .ount 3usINore�  
)ere you XiMM önd #eautiGuM 3usINore 
$aWe
 XIere Xinding QassageXays 
Mead you �� NiMMion years CaDk in tiNe�  
*DiDMe�Mike staMaDtites Iang GroN DaWern 
DeiMings
 XIiMe sQires oG staMagNites rise 
GroN tIe sNootI roDk øoor�  &YQerienDed 

DaWe guides esDort you on your Kourney
 Qast Nysterious 
DIaNCers
 Nany oG tIeN stiMM uneYQMored�  &sDaQe GroN 
sDorDIing suNNertiNe Ieat inside #eautiGuM 3usINore 
$aWe
 XIere tIe teNQerature stays DMose to a DoNGortaCMe 

�� degrees year round�  'riendMy
 
inGorNed guides are ready to 
take you tIrougI tIe DaWe�s XeMM 
Mit interior
 XIere you XiMM Gind 
eNCedded GossiMs and tIousands 
oG GasDinating DaWe GorNations�

Big Thunder Gold Mine & Museum 
& Gold Panning.  5our an originaM ����s goMd Nine 
and aMMoX our guides to take you on tIe Nost DoNQMete 
Nining eYQerienDe in tIe 
#MaDk )iMMs
 XIiDI inDMudes 
#MaDk )iM Ms  GoMd 3usI 
Nining Iistory
 geoMogy
 
museum displays and the 
oQQortunity to take IoNe 
your oXn goMd ore saNQMe� 
5Ie #ig 5Iunder GoMd .ine .useuN Iouses tIe Margest 
DoMMeDtion oG antiRuated Nining eRuiQNent in tIe #MaDk 
)iMMs� 5Ie Nine and QroQerty are entireMy IandiDaQQed�
accessible.

#ig 5Iunder GoMd .ine oòers tXo GorNs oG Qanning� 
one on�site Ceside #attMe $reek and aMso one in a Dreek on 
a #MaDk )iMMs /ationaM 'orest $MaiN� #otI are indiWiduaMi[ed 
Qanning Messons� GeN Qanning is aMso aWaiMaCMe
 as XeMM as 

Creaking your oXn geodes� GoMd Xas 
originaMMy disDoWered on CotI sites 

in tIe ����s in ,eystone� 5Ie 
Qanning eYQerienDe is guaranteed 
Gor you to MeaWe XitI genuine 
Gindings oG ��, QMaDer 
goMd�

Holy Terror Mini-Golf. ,eystone�s onMy 
���IoMe Nini�goMGyneXMy oQened in +uMy 
�����  Designed aGter a Nine
 XitI an 
aDtuaM running XaterXIeeM set against a 
Nountain� $IaMMenging yet Gun�   5Ie �� 
IoMes Neander Nore tIan �� Geet uQ a 
steeQ IiMMside and tIen doXn again
 uniöed 
Cy a goMd�Nining NotiG and rusIing Xater 
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#igGoot sDuMQture in tIe XorMd� 4tanding uQrigIt
 Ie 
XouMd Neasure ��� GroN Iead to toe� 5Iis 4asRuatDI 
noX Mords oWer otIer DaIM�s sNaMM Xood Dreatures and 
Kust a GeX sIort NiMes GroN .t 3usINore� )e Dan Ce 
Gound XitI a ��� ANeriDan øag øoXing in tIe ,eystone 
Cree[e�
,eystone�s neXest attraDtion
 Sprockets Fun Foundary!
A i/eX 7ision oG 'unw���/ostaMgia Neets tIe 'uture at tIis 

innoWatiWe NuMti�MeWeM 
GaNiMy entertainNent 
Denter
 Geaturing GuMMy 
immersive Virtual Reality 
eYQerienDes XitI NoWing 
QMatGorNs
 Ieat
 Xind
 a 
state�oG�tIe�art arDade
 

duDkQin CoXMing and Nore�  5Iere 
are neX MeWeMs oG Gun Gor eWeryone 
at this NEW Rush Mountain/
,eystone ProQerty�  5aQ rooN 
serWing great Ceers GroN MoDaM 
CreXeries� *ndoor�0utdoor seating 
Geaturing MiWe NusiD XitI Curgers
 Qi[[a and Nore�

Dahl’s Chainsaw Art… In 2004, the Dahl brothers 
eNCarked on an AMaskan adWenture 

where they discovered 
a natural talent as 

tIey CrougIt trees 
to MiGe� 5Iey noX 
d i s p l a y  t h e i r 
talents in Rapid 

$ity
 ,eystone
 )iMM 
$ity
 DeadXood and 

8aMM 4D Gor GaNiMies and QeoQMe oG aMM ages to enKoy� 
&YQerienDe tIe Gun XitI Gree MiWe daiMy DIainsaX DarWing
 
QIoto oQQortunities
 oQen air gaMMery and giGt sIoQ�
Black Hills Aerial Adventures invites you to stare into the 

eyes oG tIe granite GaDes oG .ount 
Rushmore National Memorial and 
$ra[y )orse .eNoriaM� 5o soar 
aCoWe tIe NaKestiD suNNit oG 
)arney Peak
 tIe IigIest Qoint 
in tIe 6nited 4tates east oG tIe 

3oDky .ountains� 5o DIase a Ieard oG roaNing CuòaMo 
in $uster 4tate Park� 5o NarWeM at tIe anDient Munar�Mike 
MandsDaQe oG #adMands /ationaM Park�

3ound�triQ IeMiDoQter tours o 
XitI tIe Nost stunning WieXs oG 
tIe Nost QoQuMar #MaDk )iMMs and 
#adMands sites o are aWaiMaCMe 
at eaDI oG our tIree IeMiQorts� 
5Ie $ra[y )orse )eMiQort
 5Ie 
3usINore )eM iQor t 
  and 5Ie 

#adMands )eMiQort� &Wery tour at eaDI MoDation oòers a 
neX and eYDiting eYQerienDe� PiDk a IeMiQort and Cegin 
your adventure.

Rushmore Tramway Adventures’s ropes course, 
tIe AeriaM AdWenture Park� 
5raWerse tIe treetoQs on 
susQended roQes
 rings
 
Madders
 Cridges � [iQMines�  
� Waried Dourses oGGer a 
DIoiDe oG dióDuMty on ��� 
oCstaDMes in a ���Ninute 
seMG�QaDed DIaMMenge oG tIis øoating KungMe gyN�  35A�s 

PinnaDMe ;iQMine 5our� Dare to take 
GMigIt on tIis ��Iour guided 
eYQedition
 sQanning QanoraNiD 
Wistas on oWer a NiMe oG [iQMines�  
'My Ceyond granite sQires
 
tIrougI Gragrant Ponderosas
 
soaring oWer Danyon and Dreek
 

XitI CreatItaking WieXs oG tIe 
NaKestiD GaDes oG .t� 3usINore�

5ake Rushmore Tramway Adventures’s Chairlift up to 
QanoraNiD Wistas
 aMQine gardens
 and NoutIXatering 

griMMed entrees serWed XitI WieXs oG .t� 
3usINore at tIe oQen�air .ountaintoQ 
GriMMe� &nKoy XaterGaMMs
 WieXing deDks
 
and tIousands oG øoXers
 QMus WieXs 
oG [iQMiners on tIe neX PinnaDMe ;iQ 
5our�  GMide sNootIMy CaDk doXn on 
MiGt
 or DIoose an eYDiting desDent on 
President�s AMQine 4Mide� a XIeeMed sMed 
Darries you doXn tIe traDk
 oWer tIe 
diQs and around IigI�Canked Dorners 
at your desired sQeed� sNaMM kids ride 

XitI aduMts
  so it�s Gor ages � to ����

The Haunting of Keystone  Crings )aMMoXeen to a neX LeWeM� 
0Qen on tIe tIree Xeekends Qrior and on tIe )aMMoXed 
/igIt XitI tIree adWentures inDMuded XitI your entranDe 
Gee�  5Ie tIree Nain atrraDtions oG 
GrigIt are at #ig 5Iunder GoMd .ine
 
5Ie ,eystone )istoriDaM .useuN and 
3usI .ountain AdWenture Park�  &aDI 
nigIt oQen tIe attendanDe öMMs Gast
 
so reservations are required. Other 
aDtiWities during 0DtoCer are tIe 
)aunted Parade
 PuNQkin $arWing 
$ontest
 $arniWaM )aunted Dinners
 
/ite 3ides
 DroQ Dead .erDIandise 4aMes and $ostuNe 
$ontests�  5Iis entire DoNQosite oG GrigIt Xas aXarded tIe A�� 
the Peter Norbeck Excellence Award in Tourism at tIe AnnuaM 
4D GoWernors 5ourisN $onGerenDe in �����  $IeDk )aunting 
oG ,eystone�DoN Gor uQdated inGorNation and tiDket QriDes�  
$ontaDt ������������� Gor reserWations�

KEYSTONE

MtRushmoreTouristinfo.com
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RUSHMORE 
BORGLUM STORY

RUSHMORE 
BORGLUM STORY

Catch your breath as Borglum and his crew work on the face of the monument in bosun’s seats hung from 
thin cables.  You will think your are there as your view the actual blasting of the granite.

Discover what motivated Gutzon Borglum why he began at age 60 what men half his age wouldn’t attempt.

This is truly an entertaining, exciting and informative tour for the whole family.  Visit the museum to get the 
full RUSHMORE EXPERIENCE, and explore his other accomplishments.

A Must See BEFORE Visiting Mt. Rushmore!A Must See BEFORE Visiting Mt. Rushmore!

An exciting tour for the whole family!  Venture in to the world of 
Gutzon Borglum, the sculptor of Mount Rushmore, from the blasting 
of the stone to the grandeur of the “Seated Lincoln.”

The Borglum Story will enable children and adults to step back 
and become part of the carving years.  To understand the significance 
of Mount Rushmore, you must first visit the Rushmore Borglum Story.  
You will be amazed that Gutzon Borglum excelled in many fields.  
Gutzon Borglum’s Seated Lincoln… “When the news from the Civil 
War battlefields was bad, President Lincoln went out on the White 
House lawn to his own “Garden of Gethsemane” to try to find the 
courage to carry on…” 
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Check Website 
RushmoreBorglum.com for Hours

��� :inteU StUeet � .e\stone� S' �����

For Hours Check...
RushmoreBorglum.com

RushmoreReservations.com

“Didn’t know he did so much more than Mount 
Rushmore.”

Big Lake, MN

“Had no idea the talent of Borglum.”
Niles, IL

“I’ve studied art in Florence and seen all of the major 
museums in Florence and Paris and studied art in the 
ancient studio that Rodin operated - and this is equal 
to all of them.”

Malibu, CA

“It truly was interesting and will boost anyone’s 
patriotism.”

Owatanna, MN

“Memorable, excellent, well worth it!”
Zoar, OH

“Inspiring, magnificent, informing.”
Grafcon, MA

“Wonderful, a must see!”
Eugene, OR

TRAVELER’S COUPON

$1.00 OFF
EACH ADMISSION

$1.00 OFF
EACH ADMISSION

(Not valid with other offers or promotions)

PLAY

VIDEO
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Gutson Borglum
& Mount Rushmore

RATES

PLAY

VIDEO

     By August of 1926, Gutzom Borglum was ready to start 
searching for a suitable site for carving.  The idea of sculpting 
in the Needles, of the tall rock formations on the main highway, 
had been abandoned.  Too many people were opposed to what 
they called "tampering with the beauty of nature."  A logical 
compromise was to find a mountain in a remote area that was 
not in public view.  “I knew,” Borglum later confessed, “that no 
matter where we carved, roads would be built and the public 
would find us.  Besides, I felt like a carved needle would look too 
much like a totem pole.”
   One day, the scouting party was approaching a particularly 
promising mountain.  Borglum asked, “What’s that called?”  “Used 
to be Slaughterhouse Rock,” the guide answered with a grin, “and 
before that, Cougar Mountain because they trapped a cat up there 
once, but when this dude came visiting, they changed the name 
again.”  Then the guide told about Charles Rushmore, a young 
New York lawyer who had come to the Hills in 1905 to inspect 
a client’s tin mines. “What’s that called?” Rushmore had asked 
when he first saw the mountain, just as Borglum did twenty years 
later.  "Slaughterhouse Rock, but we can change it.  How does 
Mount Rushmore sound?”
   It sounded fine, and the name stuck.  If Rushmore had known 
the mountain was destined for fame, he might not have laughed so 
loudly.  When the carving started, Rushmore was so embarrassed 
by reporters trying to find out what he had done to deserve the 
honor that he contributed five thousand dollars to the monument.
   After climbing the face of Mt. Rushmore, Borglum was certain 
that he had found his mountain.  Now he had to decide what to 
put there.  Many people opposed the idea of a national monument 
that portrayed only Washington and Lincoln.  Everyone wanted to 
include his personal hero.  That favoritism continues; someone is 
always suggesting that another head be added.  Susan B. Anthony 
is mentioned most often, but Woodrow Wilson, Clark Gable, FDR, 
Joe Palooka, Mickey Mouse, Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, and 
Dr. Martin Luther King have all had their moments.  None will ever 
make it.  The four existing heads already cover every available 
inch of Rushmore stone, and they tell the story as Borglum saw it.
   Borglum explained his choices this way:  Washington was 
selected because he was the father of our country, and 
Jefferson because he expressed our beliefs in the Declaration 
of Independence and expanded our territory with the Louisiana 
Purchase.  Lincoln was chosen for preserving the Union, and Teddy 
Roosevelt because he fulfilled the expansionists dream by linking 
the oceans with the Panama Canal.
   The selection of Lincoln was the most controversial. After the 
bitter failure at Stone Mountain, Southerners were violently against 
“their” artist honoring a man they thought of as a traitor, but the 
South had little influence on South Dakota thinking.  The choice of 
Teddy Roosevelt provoked the most ridicule.  It was assumed that 
he was chosen because Borglum had been a leader of Roosevelt’s 
Bull Moose Party, and the newspapers made much of the fact that 
Roosevelt and Borglum looked very much alike.  Fortunately, no 
one took the debates on the selection of subjects seriously. They 
were a good way to get publicity, but Borglum was the sculptor.  
He had the right to choose.

The Rushmore View RV is a classic, full-service campground 
along Grizzly Creek in the town of Keystone, SD.  Adjacent 

to the Magnuson Grand Rushmore hotel, with views of 
Mount Rushmore from the main parking lot and check-
in area. This quiet park is walking distance to shopping, 

restaurants, and attractions.  Open for the camping 
season (typically May to early October). Our pet-friendly 
summertime RV park o�ers full hookups in all sites, pull-

through or back-in, shaded sites and satellite friendly. 

��� +Z\ ��D� .H\VWRQH� 6' �����

605-666-4638
ZZZ�UXVKPRUHYLHZLQQ�FRP�UY�FDPSJURXQG�
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   The job of raising money was the most difficult, and it fell largely 
on Borglum and a few South Dakota businessmen.  They hoped 
to persuade a few tycoons to underwrite the whole project, and 
when their appeals fell on deaf ears, the project bogged down.  
However, in 1927, a monument drive was started in the South 
Dakota schools, and when the youngsters willingly gave their 
nickels and dimes, everyone took heart.
   The big break came that same year when, in a show of faith 
that held out the promise of federal assistance, Calvin Coolidge 
agreed to vacation in the Black Hills.  The committee immediately 
announced that there would be a dedication ceremony when the 
President arrived, and Borglum began to plan the show.
   By the time the presidential party reached the hills, everything 
was ready.  Hanging Squaw Creek, renamed Grace Coolidge Creek, 
had been stocked with rainbow trout and blocked with hidden nets 
so the fish could not swim away.  “This is either the best trout 
stream in the world,” Silent Cal said as he pulled out his tenth 
trout on his tenth try, “or I’m the best fisherman that ever was.”
   The night before the dedication, a huge barbecue was held in 
nearby Keystone.  There was music and dancing.  Huge sides 
of beef and buffalo were roasted over open fires, and there was 
enough mountain moonshine to please everyone.
   In the morning, Borglum hired an open-cockpit airplane and flew 
over the summer White House, sprinkling rose petals in honor of 
the First Lady.  The pilot dipped his wings, and Borglum waved to 
the group below, then hastily landed to get ready for the ceremony.
   A huge crowd was slowly gathering in front of the mountain 
as the presidential limousine was pulled up the final grade by a 
team of horses from a local stable.  The crowd cheered when 
the President stepped from his automobile wearing his usual 
New England vested suit - with a ten-gallon hat and fancy, hand-
tooled cowboy boots.  Without any fanfare, Coolidge walked to 
the speaker’s platform and stood there, solemnly shaking hands 
with the children who had lined up early to receive that honor.
   After the President’s speech, Borglum was slowly lowered down 
the face of the mountain.  The crowd grew silent as the sculptor 
carefully drilled four pilot holes for the head of George Washington; 
then they began to cheer wildly as he waved and walked back up 
the face of the mountain.
   Borglum’s crew of hard-rock miners carved for over fourteen 
years.  The monument was plagued by financial problems as 
the country plunged into the depression of the 30s, but Borglum 
refused to give up.  The same bickering that had destroyed Stone 
Mountain threatened Rushmore at times.  The businessman 
temperament of the committee sometimes clashed with the artist’s 
ego, but fortunately, everyone agreed that the carving was what 
counted, and the bickering never got out of hand.
   As the giant heads (proportioned to men 465 feet tall) took shape, 
Borglum ran into unexpected problems.  Jefferson was started on 
Washington’s right, but a poorly placed charge of dynamite sloped 
the forehead beyond repair, and the design had to be changed.  
Borglum blew the nascent head off the mountain and started again 
on the other side.  This forced the Roosevelt head back into the 
rock.  Then a hidden fault forced the Roosevelt head even further 
back, until the final carving ended within ten feet of the canyon 
that lies behind the monument.  Other problems were caused  by 
traces of heavy deposits of brittle feldspar, while veins of silver 
run like worry lines across the face of Abraham Lincoln.
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Avenue of Flags
Flags are powerful symbols, which remind people of their common heritage, history and

ideals. The Avenue of Flags was initially established as part of the celebration of America’s
%icentennial at the reTuest of a visitor. 7he �� flags represent the �� states, one district,

three territories, and two commonwealths of the United States of America.

Placement
7he flags are arranged in alphabetical order with the $’s on the walkway near the

concession building and the W’s near the Visitor Center/Museum. If you have trouble
locating your flag, ask a park ranger for assistance.

Did you know .... tIe tXo Nost GaNous DeDMaration signers
 +oIn AdaNs and 5IoNas +eòerson
 died 
XitIin Iours oG eaDI otIer on +uMy �
 ����
 on tIe ��tI anniWersary oG tIe signing oG tIe 

DeDMaration oG *ndeQendenDe� Declaration of Independence signer Benjamin Harrison was 
the father of one U.S. president and the great-grandfather of another.

1201 Old Hill City Rd • 605-666-5005

GlassXare • Pottery • AdWertising 
Toys • Oak 'urniture

PrimitiWes � More

�20� Old Hill City Rd • 605-666-5005

Hol\ TeUUoU 
Antiques

�	��� &DQG\ &RXQWHU
Summer Hours:  Memorial Day through Labor Day • Open 7 days a week 10 am to 8 pm

Winter Hours:  Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10 am to 6 pm weather permittingor by chance or appointment
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One coupon per family. Not 
valid with any other 

promotions or discounts. 
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Amenities

605.666.4483Book
N O W

Indoor Pool
Family Suites
Fitness Center
Free Breakfast
Onsite Laundry

BeautifulSights.
BeautifulStay.

rushmoreexpress.com
3 2 0 C e m e t e r y R d .

K e y s t o n e , S D 5 7 7 5 1
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KEYSTONE

The park is home to as many as 1,300 head of North 
American bison, more commonly known as buffalo. 
Bison can grow to six feet tall and weigh more than 2,000 
pounds. They are considered the largest native terrestrial 
mammal of North America.

The animals have a short tail with a tassel, a hump 
at the shoulders, curved black horns on the sides of 
the head and dense shaggy dark brown and black hair 

Where the Buffalo Roam…

DID YOU KNOW…The Crouch Line Railroad which ran up 
Rapid Canyon from Rapid City to Mystic from the 1890’ to 
1947 would cross 110 bridges (about 4 bridges per mile), 
while bending and twisting its way through only 30 miles of 

the Black Hills, all the while negotiating turns 
and curves sharp enough to equal 14 complete 

circles. Passengers would often joke that the 
engineer could slap hands with people in 

the caboose as they passed.

and curves sharp enough to equal 14 complete 
circles. Passengers would often joke that the 

engineer could slap hands with people in 

around the head and neck, which tends to look like a 
beard.

There were once millions of bison, but by 1900 it is 
estimated that fewer than 1,000 bison remained on the 
entire continent. Peter Norbeck, often known as the 
“Father of Custer State Park,” recognized the situation 
and decided to take action to preserve this native beast. 
In 1914, the park, then known as Custer State Game 
Sanctuary, purchased 36 bison to start its herd. By the 
1940s, the size of the herd had swelled to over 2,500.

The herd soon began to overgraze the park’s rangeland 
and the bison numbers were lowered. Each year during 
the roundup, the size and the structure of the bison herd 
is adjusted according to the predicted availability of 
grassland forage. The spring birthing season rejuvenates 
the herd size toward 1,300.
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RE-LIVE THE PAST
Keystone is a town with a split personality.  Most 
visitors come to know ´1ew .eystoneµ stretched 
along ��$, the main route to Mt. 5ushmore.  ´2ld 
.eystoneµ is the original gold mining settlement.  ,n 
����, .eystone was one of the fastest growing boom 
towns in the %lack Hills.  (nMoy and learn the history 
in this unique part of town.

A FACILITY WITH MANY STORIES TO
TELL…TAKE A TRIP INTO YESTERYEAR

7he .eystone Historical Museum is housed in the old 
Keystone Schoolhouse building of early Victorian 
architecture. %uilt in ����, it served as .eystone’s 
full-time school until 1988.  The Museum houses 
early day mining tools, historic pictures and photo 
collections, rock and mineral collections, and historic 
displays including Carrie Ingalls memorabilia

PHOTO COLLECTIONS

             KEYSTONE

Keystone Musuem Article Sponsored by

FREE!

3 ZIP LINES!!!
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The Keystone Historical Museum houses marvelous 
photo collections of Keystone and her citizens over 
the years.  An excellent genealogical resource and 
reference point.

LEARN ABOUT…
� 7he people who discovered gold in %attle Creek
� 7he people who located .eystone’s gold mines
� 7he people who founded the 7own of .eystone
� 7he %lack Hills *old 5ush
� 7he %lack Hills 7in %oom
� 7he people who carved Mount 5ushmore
� *ut]on %orglum � the 6culptor
� 3eter 1orbeck and ,ron Mountain 5oad
� CC *ideon and the 3igtail %ridges
� Carrie ,ngalls and 7he /ittle House on the 3rairie
� :ild Horse Harry Hardin and 6ugar %abe
� .eystone Consolidated *old Mine, ca ���� 

/,9,1* H,6725< 6CH22/ .eystone, 6outh Dakota

DISCOVER THE HISTORY OF OLD 
KEYTSONE
Enjoy the FREE WALKING TOUR with over 
�� locations which include historic mine sites, 
buildings, churches, schools and colorful characters.  
7he tour educational and enMoyable, with plenty of 
activities for children.  Drive, ride a bike or enMoy a 
leisurely stroll.

“Presidential Hospitality” 
Keystone’s Baymont Inn & Suites and Ramada Inn

PLAY

VIDEO

MUSEUM

2 Thrilling Slides
2000' TUBE SLIDE
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Follow the numbered signs and read about the history of one of the fastest 
growing boom towns in the Hills. There are 19 stations on the walking tour, 
each with a sign in description of the location. The signs were provided by 
Craig Stump of Stump Signs and Graphics of Rapid City.

1. BOARDING HOUSE
Originally built in the 1890s for Henry Loomis and family. It later 
served as the Goodyear Motel and a boarding house for Mount 
Rushmore workers.

2. ED HAYES HOME
One of the original homes in Keystone built in the 1890s for Ed Coad 
and family.

3. BIG THUNDER GOLD MINE
Registered as Reed’s Placer Claim in 1893 by two German immigrants, 
August Engle and Fred Sierth (formerly the Krupp Tunnel).

4. UPHAM SALOON
Built in the 1890s, the Upham Saloon was one of many saloons in 
Keystone’s history. It was destroyed by a mysterious �re.

5. HAYES & HAYES
Two brothers, John & Patrick Hayes, opened a double-wide mercantile 
store on this site in 1895.

6. FRANKLIN HOTEL
Built in the early 1890s, the hotel was owned and operated by William 
and Jennie Franklin. Bill was known as “Rocky Mountain Frank.”

7. McDONALD MOTEL
The hotel was considered a luxurious hotel in the mid 1890s, 
advertising as “The rendezvous for the smartest people in the West.” 
The south half housed the Harney Peak Bank, later known as the 
Keystone Bank.

8. T.G. HOY & CO.
Tom Hoy survived three �res and outlasted several pharmacies. He 
operated under the license of his father-in-law, Andrew Marble. The 
latter died in 1924, the last registered pharmacist in Keystone.

9. ICE HOUSE
From the �rst o�cial Forest Service Ranger Station in the Black Hills, 
located on Box Elder Creek three miles south of present day Nemo 
near Steamboat Rock. Moved to this location in 2004. The two-story 

)5(( Historic

KEYSTONE 
WALKING TOUR

KEYSTONE

Dine w/Views of Mt Rushmore!
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Sullivan Drug Store was at this location and the one-story City Meat 
Market was just to the south of the drug store.

10. DOCTOR’S OFFICE
This o�ce was built as a satellite o�ce for Dr. Eugene B. Hultz, a 
physician from Hill City.

11. BLACKSMITH SHOP
The Holy Terror Mine
A photograph of the �rst automobile introduced in Keystone in 1909 
is displayed on the site of the last blacksmith shop in Keystone, owned 
by “Peg Leg” or Peggy Haase, a one-legged horseshoer (farrier).

12. THE HOLY TERROR MINE
Founded on June 28, 1894, perhaps the richest gold mine in the 
southern Black Hills.

13. HALLEY’S STORE
It is the oldest continuous business in Keystone. Built in 1896 as the 
Keystone Trading Company as a general mercantile store.

14. KEYSTONE ICEHOUSE
Built in 1935, the ice house stored ice taken from a local pond in the 
winter and sold in the summer months.

15. BIVOUAC AREA
‘The 4th Cavalry from Fort Meade camped in this area in the 1930s.

16. HISTORIC HOMES
Homes built in the 1890s as seen as they appeared in the 1930s.

17. LOG SCHOOL HOUSE
This original log schoolhouse was built in the early 1890s. Miss Mary 
Wheelock taught 40 students here in 1894-1895.

18. KEYSTONE SCHOOL
Built with Victorian architecture in 1900, at a cost of $10,000 for 300 
students. It served as a schoolhouse until 1988. Now the Keystone 
Historical Museum featuring Carrie Ingall’s memorabilia and James 
Langer’s Gem and Mineral Collection.

19. CHURCH
The Keystone Congregational Church was built in 1896 at a cost of 
$2,000. It was used as a school before the Victorian schoolhouse was 
built.

DID YOU KNOW?
 The largest gold nugget currently in existence is 

called the “Hand of Faith.”  Discovered 
in 1980 with metal detector, weighed 

61 pounds, 11 ounces.

Climber "Challenge Course"
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Haunting

Peter Norbeck 
Excellence in Tourism 
Innovation Award!

13TH ANNUAL
Every Weekend in

october
tickets at

HauntingofKeystone.com

3 Locations
• Big Thunder Gold Mine 

•Keystone Historical Museum
• Rush Mountain Adventure Park

Activities thru October... 
• )BVOUFE 1BSBEF

• 1VNQLJO $BSWJOH $POUFTU
• $BSOJWBM )BVOUFE %JOOFST

• /JUF 3JEFT
• .FSDIBOEJTF 4BMFT
• $PTUVNF $POUFTUT

KEYSTONE
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Rushmore Tramway...

Rushmore Tramway Adventures has staked 
its claim as the most exciting destination in the 
Black Hills. Located just below Mt. Rushmore on 
the main highway in Keystone, you’ll find a stellar 
collection of outdoor adventures: the Alpine 
Slide, Scenic Chairlift, Aerial Adventure Park, 
Zipline, and Free-Fall Jump Tower. These combine 
to offer a rich variety of ways to experience the 
joy of playing in the great outdoors. 

Built in the mid-1960s, it was intended to 
give visitors not only a unique view of Mount 
Rushmore, but also a chance to enjoy the 
abundant beauty of nature at the top of its peak.  
Along with panoramic views of the surrounding 
scenery, the Tram’s summit has always been a 
beautiful park area in itself. The hilltop’s natural 
granite formations, fragrant Ponderosa pines and 
wildflowers were enhanced with walking paths, 
waterfalls and thousands more flowers, creating 
a peaceful mountaintop oasis. 

In 2000, new owners added a rustic outdoor 
café and restrooms to the park, enabling guests 
to linger longer and thoroughly soak in the 
serenity. 

In 2002 an alpine slide was installed as an 
alternate, exciting way to descend the hilltop 
(with chairlifting down still an option).  Guests 
control the speed of their sled as they travel down 
the 2000 feet of fiberglass track, speeding down 
for a thrill ride or sliding slowing down through 
the trees and fresh mountain air.  

To keep pace with a new generation of action-
seekers, in 2013 the Tramway added more 
adrenaline-pumping options for enjoying this 
hill and its Ponderosas:  a treetop obstacle course 
called the Aerial Adventure Park, and also a 
double zipline. These combine with the chairlift, 
alpine slide, and garden café and park to give a 
full-range of outdoor entertainment possibilities. 

The original Tramway owner was quoted in a 
June 1966 Rapid City Journal article as saying “We 
think tourists and local residents will appreciate 
a sanctuary from the hustle and bustle—a place 
where they can come to reflect on the majesty of 
God, the glories of our country and the beauties of 
nature.”  That goal is still a mainstay of Rushmore 
Tramway’s offerings.

KEYSTONE

$5 OFF
TRAVELER’S COUPON

(Not valid with other 
offers or discounts)

Haunting
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Big Thunder Gold Mine (originally named 
Gold Hill Lode) was discovered in 1892 by two 
German immigrant miners, W.B. Krupp and J.A. 
Engle. They migrated across America separately 
but met in Keystone, SD. Their common 
language connected them 
and they eventually became 
partners at 35 years of age.  
By 1914, the 70-year-old 
miners had cut 680 feet into 
the mountain and 240 feet 
underground....32 years of 
trial, discovery, anticipation, 
disappointment and 
accomplishment.
Julius Engle owned Big 
Thunder Gold Mine until 
his death on November 4, 1921, still clinging to 
the dream of "The Big Discovery."

Big Thunder Gold Mine is the safest and 
most maintained mine in the Keystone, SD 
mining district. It contains most types of rocks, 
structures and minerals indigenous to the area 
leading it to be a prime 
center to explore and 
expand Black Hills Gold 
Mining History.

An electric grid was 
placed over the area 
using the polarization 
method to determine 
the geological structure 
to a depth of 1,500 feet. 
This method creates 
an electric current that 
passes into the ground along an electrode 
array.

Electrical measurements determine the 

type and composition of the rock below the 
grid. Physical core samples have veri�ed the 
electrical results.

Geological results prove the potential for 
future gold mining in Keystone, SD. Exploration 

companies have been 
working in the area and 
have leased mineral rights 
for many of the area mines.  
A modern gold mine could 
lead to new discoveries at 
Big Thunder Gold Mine.  
With modern mining 
techniques, one may 
uncover Black Hills Gold 
Mining History within the 
walls of Big Thunder Gold 

Mine near Keystone, SD.
Big Thunder Gold Mine o�ers a claim 

panning experience in the creek like no other!  
Participants dig the material from the earth, 
classify the rock, learn to use a sluice in the 
stream and then pan the material out. Available 

in 2, 4, and 8 hour trips. 
Gold Guarenteed!
Reservation required: 
605-666-4847

The four hour 
experience is so popular 
that reservations must 
be made in advance and 
can be booked on-line at 
www.bigthundermine.
com. Must be booked 24 
hours in advanced. 

It is the BEST creek/claim panning experience 
in the hills!

EUREKA, YOU WILL FIND GOLD!

BIG THUNDER GOLD MINE

roysblackhillstwindrivein

DID YOU KNOW?
Although he was born and died in South Dakota, Sitting Bull had been buried in North Dakota in 
an aEandoned and unkept graYeyard� :anting a more Àtting memorial to this great man� Clarence 

*rey Eagle� with the approYal of relatiYes� Eegan talks with ofÀcials to return the remains to South 
Dakota.  As time passed, Grey Eagle became fed up with red tape, and on April 8, 1953, he, 

with a do]en other men� a Eackhoe and an airplane� e[humed Sitting Bull’s remains and 
reburied him along the Missouri River in his South Dakota homeland in a concrete 
block weighing 20 tons, effectively ending all talks.  The grave is now marked with a 
Eust which was carYed Ey Korc]ak =iolkowski� sculptor of Cra]y Horse 0ountain near 
Custer�

with a do]en other men� a Eackhoe and an airplane� e[humed Sitt
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Mount Rushmore
Grounds Map

Mount Rushmore
Grounds Map
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Cell:  206-852-5933
Text, Call or Email

Buffalo.shop@hotmail.com

Native American • Antiques • Collectiables • Pelts • Fur

Step into a Realm Where Artistry Meets the Untamed Wilderness...

Free Shipping Nationwide
Satisfied or Money Back

60 Days Free Return, Full Refund,
No Questions Asked Policy 23855 US 385 • Hill City, SD 57745

Mamals • Birds • Fish Rugs • Skins • Skulls

mW

Mamals • Birds • Fish Rugs • Skins • Skulls

Where A y he UntamWhe ntam

Mamals • Birds • Fish Rugs • Skins • Skulls

Buffalo.shop@hotmail.com23855 US 385 • Hill City, SD 57745

Our Headquarters is open to the public and conveniently located 
on Highway 385.  A must-visit for collectors, decorators, and wildlife 
enthusiasts alike. Buffalo Shop — where the spirit of the wild lives on.

Explore our full inventory and learnI more at

www.buffaloshop.net.

HILL CITY
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Welcome to Hill City!Welcome to Hill City!

DID YOU KNOW?    
In population terms, Hill City has more Teddy 

Bears than people…over 10,000 bears! 

PLAY

VIDEO

ICE CREAM

FREE SAMPLES

VINTAGE SODA

MINI GOLF

VIDEOVIDEO

PLAYPLAYPLAYPLAY

23835 Mill Iron Dr. • Rapid City, SD 57702 • (605)-574-2824 • candylandsd.com
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HILL CITY…
In 1887, miners flocked to Hill City, SD for gold 
nuggets. Today, vacationers in-the-know head 
to Hill City for its gold mine of Black Hills 
hospitality. Centrally located to the most 
popular attractions in the Hills, this quaint, little 
town of 948 has become the savvy traveler’s 
favorite destination for making it easy to do 
it all – or do nothing – with their precious 
vacation time.

Just minutes from Mt. Rushmore, 
Crazy Horse, Custer State Park, Wind Cave 

National Park and Jewel Cave National 
Monument, Hill City lives up to its 

nickname, “the heart of the Hills.” 
By making Hill City their vacation 
headquarters, travelers enjoy easy 
access to attractions, hiking, biking 

and sight-seeing in every direction in 
the Hills.

Hill City (www.hillcitysd.com) is a 
favorite destination for both locals and visitors 
because of its many popular events. With a 
growing reputation for its vibrant art scene, Hill 
City kicks off spring with the annual Black Hills 
Film Festival and Art Extravaganza. Home to 
many acclaimed artists and artisans year-round, 
Sculpture in the Hills brings even more beautiful 

work and renowned artists to the area. With new 

events added and updated each year, the largest logging show 
in the area helps you transform yourself into a lumberjack and 
the Wine, Brew & BBQ puts you toe to grill with some of the 
world’s best barbecue chefs. Watch, taste test and learn from 
the masters as they compete for cash prizes and a coveted spot 
in the Jack Daniels World BBQ Championship.

For outdoor enthusiasts, Hill City boasts easy access to over 
200 miles of trails. The 109 mile Mickelson Trail was named one 
of the top ten most beautiful trails in the world and runs right 
through the center of town. If you’re looking for something a 
little more on the wild side, the 111 miles of Centennial Trail 
are minutes away and take you through one of the most 
outstanding wilderness areas in the lower 48 states, the Black 
Elk Wilderness. And, to see it all at once, take a trek to the top of 
the highest mountain in South Dakota and east of the Rockies, 
Harney Peak with an elevation of 7,244'.

Be sure to include time in your plans to visit our award 
winning wineries and micro-breweries, step back in time at 
one of the many museums, enjoy the breathtaking scenery 
aboard the 1880 Train and enjoy a memorable meal at one 
of Hill City’s many unique restaurants. When you’re ready to 
wind down, numerous bed and breakfasts, 
hotels, motels and campgrounds will 
ensure you find the perfect lodging 
match for your travel style.

Come stay, play and explore in 
Hill City…and return home with a gold 
mine of memories from the heart of the 
Hills and your best vacation ever!

HILL CITY…HILL CITY…
In 1887, miners flocked to Hill City, SD for gold In 1887, miners flocked to Hill City, SD for gold 
nuggets. Today, vacationers in-the-know head nuggets. Today, vacationers in-the-know head 
to Hill City for its gold mine of Black Hills to Hill City for its gold mine of Black Hills 
hospitality. Centrally located to the most hospitality. Centrally located to the most 
popular attractions in the Hills, this quaint, little popular attractions in the Hills, this quaint, little 
town of 948 has become the savvy traveler’s town of 948 has become the savvy traveler’s 
favorite destination for making it easy to do favorite destination for making it easy to do 
it all – or do nothing – with their precious it all – or do nothing – with their precious 
vacation time.vacation time.

Crazy Horse, Custer State Park, Wind Cave Crazy Horse, Custer State Park, Wind Cave 
National Park and Jewel Cave National National Park and Jewel Cave National 

Monument, Hill City lives up to its Monument, Hill City lives up to its 
nickname, “the heart of the Hills.” nickname, “the heart of the Hills.” 

and sight-seeing in every direction in and sight-seeing in every direction in 
the Hills.the Hills.

favorite destination for both locals and visitors favorite destination for both locals and visitors 
because of its many popular events. With a because of its many popular events. With a 
growing reputation for its vibrant art scene, Hill growing reputation for its vibrant art scene, Hill 
City kicks off spring with the annual Black Hills City kicks off spring with the annual Black Hills 
Film Festival and Art Extravaganza. Home to Film Festival and Art Extravaganza. Home to 
many acclaimed artists and artisans year-round, many acclaimed artists and artisans year-round, 
Sculpture in the Hills brings even more beautiful Sculpture in the Hills brings even more beautiful 

work and renowned artists to the area. With new work and renowned artists to the area. With new 

PLAY

VIDEO

HILL CITY
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SUMMER 2025       CALENDAR

Hill City is prioritizing safe travel and safe visits.
For more information go to www.visithillcitysd.com

MAY EVENTS
24 .............................. Daily Cultural performances begin at Crazy Horse Memorial
30 .........................................Brent Morris, Chute Rooster, HIll City 6pm-9pm

JUNE EVENTS
7 ...............................................Spring Volksmarch, Crazy Horse Memorial
14 & 21 .......... Mt. Rushmore Rodeo at Palmer Gulch, Palmer Gulch Resort, Hill City, 6pm.
14 ............................................... The Big Mick, George S. Mickelson Trail
15, 22 & 29 .............................1880 Train Old West Shootout, Hill City, 5pm
20-22 ........................................Mickelson Trail  Summer Trek, Black Hills

JULY EVENTS
4-7 ..................... Star-Spangled  Independence Celebration, Main St., Various locations
4 ............................................Hill City Star-Spangled Parade, Main St. 10am
6, 13, 20 & 27 .........................1880 Train Old West Shootout, Hill City, 5pm
13..............................The Black Hills Raptor Center, The Farmer’s Daughter, Hill City

AUGUST EVENTS
3, 9, 17, ..........Mt. Rushmore Rodeo at Palmer Gulch, Palmer Gulch Resort, Hill City, 6pm
17 & 31 ..................................1880 Train Old West Shootout, Hill City, 5pm
22-23 .................................................. Wine, Brew & BBQ, Hill City

SEPTEMBER EVENTS
6....................... Special Day to Remember the death of Crazy Horse & Korczak Ziolkowski
13 ............................................... Rails to Ails Bike Ride Hill City to Custer
12-13 .........................Polkapalooza at Palmer Gulch, Palmer Gulch Resort, Hill City
14...................... South Dakota State Railroad Museum HOBO Stew Meal, Hill City Center

Daily Native American Performances
Crazy Horse Memorial 

Thursday Evenings Talking Circle Speaker
(Start May 24th)

Mt. Rushmore Rodeo
at Palmer Gulch Resort 

Hill City - Saturdays

1880 Train Old West Shootout
Hill City 
Sundays - 5pm
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in Hill City!

Located near
downtonw with
family dining, shopping,
galleries, wineries, breweries,
entertainment and other services nearby.
800-800-8000 & 605-574-4141
Main Street and Deerfield Road

7 Generation 
Black Hills Residents/Owners

*ndoor PooM • 4Qa • .eeting 'aDiMities
�� 3ooNs • &MeWator

'3&& 8i'i • PuCMiD 'aY
FREE CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

www.Super8.com
Only fanchised accommodations

in Hill City...Open Year Round!

Heart of Hills EXXON C-Store
Casino • Take-Out Pizza 

Tony Gringos Mexican Deli
605-574-2077

Teddy Bear Town
Guinness World Record Largest

Heart of the West Conoco C-Store
Custom Black Hills Apparel • Casino

PLAY

VIDEO
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Only Minutes to Mt. Rushmore,

Crazy Horse, Custer State Park & Deadwood!

Everyone from settlement times' trailblazers 
to monern day tourists know this location as 
Three Forks, 4 miles NE of Hill City.  It has been 
a popular crossroads for travelers in the central 
Black Hills for many generations, now located 
at the intersection of US Hwys 16 & 385.

Three Forks
Just Outside Hill City...

BAR • GRILLE
CASINO & C-STORE

Places & Things to 
Visit & Do in Hill City! 

First Impressions 
SalonFull Service

Salon & TanningCrave by
Black Hills BistroAntiques

Emporium
Wild West
Pecan Co.

Rushmore Mountain   
               Taffy

Authorized Dealer
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Located on Main Street in historic Harney Peak Hotel. 
Featuring special luncheon menu with a European flair. 

Evening menu offers tender Filet Mignon steaks. 
Reasonably priced. Homemade 

pastries & fine desserts. 
Hotel lodging available.

from ���� pm to ����� pm we offer our famousfrom ���� pm to ����� pm we offer our famous

FILET MIGNONFILET MIGNON
� o]. ���.�� � � o]. ���.��

6erved with %aked 3otato, 7e[as 7oast 	 6alad
����� to ���� /uncheon with (uropean Charm � 9eranda Dining
2pen Monday thru 6aturday � ��� Main 6t, Hill City, 6D �����

������������ � Closed 6undays

HILL CITY
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%*% :06 ,/08 
Crazy Horse was a brilliant military 

strategist.  His methods of warfare 
are still being taught in courses 

at West Point Military Academy.

DID YOU KNOW…
South Dakota has 4.5 million acres of land 
owned by American Indian tribes, ranking 
fourth in the nation behind Arizona, Montana 
and New Mexico.
The name “Black Hills” comes from the Lakota 
words Paha Sapa, which mean “hills that 

are black”. Seen from a distance, 
these pine-covered hills, rising 

several thousand feet above the 
surrounding prairie, appear black.

are black”. Seen from a distance, 
these pine-covered hills, rising 

several thousand feet above the 
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Hwy 87 “Needles” Hwy
Hwy 16 to Crazy Horse

Mount Rushmore National Memorial 

  

Crazy Horse Memorial 

HILL CITYHILL CITY

Elevation       4,974 ft.
Population           650
TOP ATTTRACTIONS
BH Helicopter Tours
Crazy Horse
Dahl’s Chainsaw Art
Teddy Bear Town
Smokey the Bear
Helicopter Tours

DISTANCE TO:

Keystone  15 miles
Custer  12 miles
Hot springs  43 miles
Deadwood/Lead 37 miles
Spearfish  81 miles
Sturgis  54 miles
Rapid City  23 miles

     

244

Dakota Stone

385

Alpine Inn

     

Dahl’s 
Chainsaw Art

Things That Rock

LODGING
Super 8 574-4141

CAMPING
Horse Thief Camp/Resort    574-2668

Rabbit Bike

Chamber
of Commerce

Horse Thief Resort

.rXOO’s�0DrNHW

Gypsy Rose
Quilt Time 

Antiques Emporium
Rushmore Mountain Taffy

Wild West Pecan Co.
nuts/soda/popcorn/taffy/ice cream

First Impressions Salon
full service salon & tanning

Downtown Deli & Bakery
Alpaca Store

)DrPHr’s�'DXJhWHr

Antiques Emporium

Top Tier 
Truck/Auto

D I D  YO U  K N O W… O n 
average, the temperature 
drops three degrees F˚ for 
every one thousand feet of 
elevation. Black Elk Peak is 

the highest point 
in the Black Hills 

at 7,242 feet.

257 MAIN ST    HILL CITY

Follow us on
Facebook @Things That Rock

Instagram @TTRSD
www.ThingsThatRockSD.com
            605.574.9096              

Jewelry     Crystals
Apothecary       Decor

Goods & gifts for enriching
the mind, body &  spirit

PLAY

VIDEO
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Hill City has a new, larger-than-life, citizen in 2021…
no other than Smokey Bear himself!  Thanks to the 
cooperation of seven wood carvers from across the 
nation with sponsorship by Alexander Enterprises 
of Hill City, Smokey sits on Hill City's main street 
at Dahl's Chainsaw Art at 30' tall and 25' from 
end to end.

Hill City's history with Smokey dates 
back to July, 1939 after one of the Black 
Hill's worst �res came dangerously 
close to the town.  Professional �re 
�ghters were joined by approximately 
25 Hill City School boys who pitched in 
from day one through the four day blaze 
ordeal, attaining "One of the Best Crews" 
attributes by the National Forest 
Service.  

The name "Rangers" was given to the school's athletic teams 
due to their tremendous service and later that year were given 

further permission by the National Forest Service to use 
"Smokey Bear" as their o�cial mascot...which to date is 

still the only school allowed to do so.
Local wood carvers Jordon and Jarrett Dahl were 

joined by Scott Hanson of Alaska, Michael Koeppel 
of Wisconsin, Abby Peterson of Kentucky, Shane 

Thompson of California and Kyle Thomas of 
North Carolina.  Project coordinator, Jordon 

Dahl stated to the local newspaper, "The 
camaraderie of all the guys getting 

together and coming up with 
di�erent ideas and strategies…It 

was a lot of fun!"

ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT WILDFIRES! Smokey Bear

HILL CITY
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Hill City Highlights
Black Hills Aerial Adventures invites you to stare into the eyes of the granite faces of Mount Rushmore 
National Memorial and Crazy Horse Memorial; To soar above the majestic summit of Harney Peak, 

the highest point in the United States east of the Rocky Mountains; To chase a 
heard of roaming bu�alo in Custer State Park; To marvel at the ancient lunar-like 
landscape of Badlands National Park.Round-trip helicopter tours – with the most stunning views 
of the most popular Black Hills and Badlands sites – are available at each of our three heliports: 

The Crazy Horse Heliport, The Rushmore Heliport, and The Badlands Heliport. Every tour at each location o�ers a new 
and exciting experience. Pick a heliport and begin your adventure.

Candyland SD was orginally opened in May of 2017 and has been open every summer 
since then. Candyland is located in Three Forks which is the junctions of 

highways between Rapid City, Hill City and Deadwood. We love serving 
ice cream, co�ee, italian sodas, hot chocolates, and so much more to any 
visitors we may have.  

Sweet Greens Mini Golf Course located at Candyland SD is an exciting and fun 
course that features many di�erent obstacles and a new challenge on every hole. Some of the 
fun obstacles that you will take head on are a up and over loop, jumps over water hazards, and 
even a Plinko inspired hole. Our golf course even feature a double level water falThis 18-hole 
mini golf course is one that is sure to be fun for adults and kids of all ages.

Bu�alo Shop…Bu�alo Shop is your premier destination for authentic, ethically sourced wilderness treasures. 
Specializing in expertly crafted taxidermy, Native American collections, cabin décor, and �ne wildlife 

art, our shop o�ers a rich selection of bu�alo rugs and shoulder mounts, birds, mammals, and more 
— all collected and prepared in full compliance with state and federal regulations, including the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Whether you’re furnishing a rustic lodge, curating a heritage collection, 
or seeking a one-of-a-kind centerpiece, Bu�alo Shop blends tradition, artistry, and respect for 
nature. Every piece in our collection tells a story and honors the land from which it came.

Hill City's “Smokey Bear” Sculpture….Hill City has a new, larger-than-life, citizen in 2021… 
no other than Smokey Bear himself!  Thanks to the cooperation of seven wood carvers from across 
the nation with sponsorship by Alexander Enterprises of Hill City, Smokey sits on Hill City's main 
street at Dahl's Chainsaw Art at 30' tall and 25' from end to end. People of all ages to enjoy. 
Experience the fun with free live daily chainsaw carving, photo opportunities, open air 
gallery and gift shop.

Specializing in expertly crafted taxidermy, Native American collections, cabin décor, and �ne wildlife Specializing in expertly crafted taxidermy, Native American collections, cabin décor, and �ne wildlife Specializing in expertly crafted taxidermy, Native American collections, cabin décor, and �ne wildlife 
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Hill City has a new, larger-than-life, citizen in 2021… 
no other than Smokey Bear himself!  Thanks to the cooperation of seven wood carvers from across 
the nation with sponsorship by Alexander Enterprises of Hill City, Smokey sits on Hill City's main 
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BLACKHILLS
ATTRACTIONS

100s of 
THINGS
TO DO! .COM
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The world’s largest mountain carving in 
progress is being sculpted in the Black Hills of 
South Dakota. In 1948, seven years after work 
stopped on nearby Mount Rushmore, grand-scale 
carving began on the Crazy Horse Memorial®.

Sculptor Korczak Ziolkowski (pronounced 
“Jewel-cu�-ski”) had worked as an assistant to 
Gutzon Borglum at Mount Rushmore in 1939. That 
same year, Oglala Lakota Chief Henry Standing Bear 
wrote Ziolkowski asking him to consider carving a 
giant sculpture dedicated to the American Indian. 
Standing Bear said “I would like the white man to 
know the red man has great heroes, also.”

Ziolkowski, a determined artist, loved the 
challenge and was inspired to dedicate the rest of 
his life to the sculpture. Chief Henry Standing Bear 
and other leaders chose the Lakota warrior, Crazy 
Horse, for the subject. Crazy Horse was born in the 
Black Hills and is partially credited with Custer’s 
defeat at the Battle of Little Bighorn.

The artist spent several decades alone, drilling 
and blasting the 563-foot-tall likeness of the great 
Lakota leader atop his steed from the granite of 
Thunderhead Mountain. In comparison, the four 
heads of the presidents carved on Mount Rushmore 

CRAZY HORSE MEMORIAL

Korczak’s Heritage Inc.® 
at Crazy Horse Memorial®

At Korczak’s Heritage you’ll �nd American-
made items throughout the store and exclusive 
Crazy Horse Memorial® memorabilia – from 
beautiful handcrafted items made by skilled Native 
American artisans, a large selection of books on 
Native culture and western history and much more.

Laughing Water Restaurant® is named for the 
creek whose headwaters are at the base of Crazy 
Horse Mountain. Laughing Water Creek flows 
south from the mountain through the Crazy Horse 
Memorial® property, ultimately joining with French 
Creek. During the drought of the ‘30s, Laughing Water 
Creek never went dry and people came from miles 
around to �ll their water barrels.

The restaurant features American food along with 
such Native dishes as delicious Tatanka (bu�alo) stew, 
Native American tacos and bu�alo burgers. End the 
wonderful meal with a Laughing Water Restaurant® 
signature dish, Indian Fry Bread and wojape.

Both are located at Crazy Horse Memorial® 
between Hill City and Custer on Hwy. 16/385. For 
more details, please call (605) 673-4681.

would be able to �t within the head and hair of 
Crazy Horse when completed.

After Ziolkowski’s death in 1982 and his wife 
Ruth’s death in 2014, the Memorial continued to 
progress and today is overseen by members of 
the Ziolkowski family, the Crazy Horse Memorial 
Foundation board of directors and dedicated sta�. 
On site, visitors can �nd the 1/34th-scale plaster 
model, the sculptor’s original log home and 
workshop, the Indian Museum of North America® 
and its multiple galleries containing unique 
and historic collections, the Native American 
Educational and Cultural Center®, the Mountain 
Carving gallery, restaurant and gift shop. 

The Crazy Horse Memorial® is funded solely by 
private donations and admission, and does not 
accept any government funding. The memorial is 
open daily year round - and in the summer is open 
from 8am till dark, with the Legends in Light® laser 
show performed nightly in season. 

Crazy Horse Memorial® is located between 
Custer and Hill City on U.S. 16-385. For more 
information on special programs, events and 
admission please call 605-673-4681 or visit 
www.crazyhorsememorial.org.

Between Hill City and Custer on Hwy 16/385
crazyhorsememorial.org • (605) 673-4681• open year-round

Restaurant | Snack Shop
Specialty Menu Items

Something for Everyone!

Exclusive Crazy Horse Gifts
Native American Handmade

Souvenirs and More!
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DID YOU KNOW?   

One buffalo will eat approximately three to four percent of their body weight in 
forage daily.  A mature cow will require 10 to 20 gallons of water daily.

DID YOU KNOW?

One buffalo will eat approximately three to four percent of their body weight in 

CUSTER STATE PARK
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Yeehaw! A whip cracks in the distance and a cowboy yells, “Get 
after them. Cut’em o�. Their headed in the wrong direction! We’ve got 
to turn them back!”
Sound exciting? Well that’s because it is! Especially when you are trying 
to herd 1,300 bu�alo in a direction they don’t want to go.

It all starts in early September when bu�alo herdsman Chad 
Kremer begins planning for the park’s annual Bu�alo Roundup.

Kremer, along with the other members of the parks resource 
management team, open the gates along the Recreation 
Demonstration (RD) fence to allow the bu�alo to drift into an ungrazed 
pasture.

“Picture in your mind a fence that runs across the park from 
east to west, one mile in from our southern boundary fence,” Kremer 
describes. “This area, called the Recreation Demonstration area, is not 
grazed all summer, so when we open the gates along the fence, the 
bu�alo naturally drift into the area.”

As the old saying goes, the grass is greener on the other side of 
the fence.
However not all the bu�alo drift into the area on their own. That is 
where a number of volunteer horseback riders and park sta� come into 
play.
“We search the park high and low for bu�alo throughout the month 
of September,” Kremer explains. “When we �nd a group, we gather 
up the horseback riders and drive the bu�alo toward the south end of 
the park into the RD pasture in preparation for the �nal push into the 
corrals. This �nal push – the annual Bu�alo Roundup – happens on 
the last Friday of September.

What is the Purpose of the Roundup?
The park began to gather the herd back in the 1960s when the 

decision was made to eradicate brucellosis from the herd. The herd was 
certi�ed brucellosis free in 1965 allowing the sale of live animals. Since 
that time, the roundup has been used in conjunction with the fall sale 
as a way to manage the size of the herd and to provide an opportunity 
to brand and vaccinate the calves.

“Studies show that during normal moisture years, the park’s 
grassland can support about 1,450 head of bison,” explains Dr. 
Gary Brundige, resource program manager for Custer State Park. 
“That number �uctuates depending upon rainfall and the available 
rangeland forage.”

The bu�alo are on their own to forage. The park does not 
supplement their food supply.
“We inventory the range conditions each year and that determines 
the number of bu�alo we sell at the fall auction in November,” said 
Brundige. “We need to keep the bu�alo numbers compatible with 
available forage, and that is why you may see varying numbers for the 
size of our herd. Right now we have about 1,300 bu�alo in the herd, 
and we’ll be building back to that target number of 1,450 in the future.”

Brundige points out that for Custer State Park, the Bu�alo 
Roundup is a management tool to prepare for the annual bu�alo 
sale. But he says, “It is an event that is open to the public, and we are 
happy to share it with the thousands of guests who come to experience 
something out of the old west.”

“It truly is a magni�cent sight to see— bu�alo rumbling across 
the plains driven by cowboys and cowgirls on horseback. It takes you 
back to days gone by and lets the spectators catch a glimpse of old 
west history,” adds Brundige.

The Bu�alo Roundup
“Here they come!” a visitor shouts. Thirteen hundred-head strong. 

The dust billows, and you can feel the thunder as they pass by the 
south viewing area.

“Keep’em going—they’re headed toward the corrals!” a cowboy 
yells.

“Don’t push them too hard, just keep ‘em pointed in the right 
direction,” another says.

Then another whip cracks. Cowboys holler and wave neckerchiefs 
as they push the herd into the corrals in front of the north viewing 
area.

As 1,300 head of bu�alo head toward the crowds on the north 
hill, one visitor remarks, “I sure hope the fence holds them back.”

“It always has,” responds another. “But, boy oh boy, what a sight 
to see!”

With the roundup about in the bag, there is still one �nal push to 
drive the entire herd into the corral complex. That is often easier said 
than done.
It’s here when the crowd generally cheers for the bu�alo and often 
times it gets a bit dicey for the cowboys. But as the �nal bu�alo work 
their way through the gate, the crowd gives a �nal “well done” cheer to 
all involved, and the cowpokes and their horses breathe a sigh of relief.

BUFFALO ROUNDUP
SEPT 25TH - 27TH, 2025 MARKS THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY

CUSTER STATE PARK
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Stop. Stay.
Soak it all in!

So Much To Soak In!So Much To Soak In!
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The World Fossil Finder Museum 
will focus on science, humanity & educating 

about fossils world wide!

719 Jensen Hwy
Hot Springs, SD 57747

(605) 745-5007
Worldfossil�ndermuseum@gmail.com

We are a family friendly museum that wants to 
inspire and educate children and adults 

of all ages to enjoy learning about 
the natural wonders of the world.

A 

World of Science 

to 

Discover!

HOT SPRINGS

In 1979, Amateur- Paleontologist Frank Garcia 
worked as chief investigator for the Smithsonian 
Institution, collecting: prehistoric sea cows, whales, 
and dolphins. In June 1983, Garcia discovered 
the earliest, richest, Ice-Age discoveries in North 

America. Experts 
described it to 
be one of the 
most signi�cant 
paleontological 
�nds on the planet. 
Garcia and his 
team uncovered 

a 1.5-million-year-old prehistoric graveyard of 
what was once a bed of a prehistoric river that had 
attracted a wide range of animals. A rendition of 
this famed discovery can be found at the World 
Fossil Finder Museum.  

Despite having no formal education, Mr. 
Garcia has become one of America’s foremost 
paleontologists, discovering more than 20 
previously unknown species (including two which 
were named after him). Many of these pieces reside 
in the World Fossil Finder Museum.

Among the many fossils that can be found in 
the museum, Frank’s prized possession, a 47.5-foot-
long Tylosaurus called “Debby Sue”, which is 
named after his wife Debby. 
The discovery was made in 
Edgemont, SD in 2016. Included 
in the collection are White River 
Fossils from Nebraska as well as 
dinosaur bones from Wyoming 
and fossils from around the 
world.

The World Fossil Finder Museum is a one-of-a-
kind experience that will bring you up close and 
personal with prehistoric life. Of the fossils on 
display, 75% were discovered by Garica, and 98% 
of the fossils in the museum are original. Kids enjoy 
a one-of-a-kind experience receiving free fossils 
and a good laugh from Frank himself.

Frank Garcia...
World Fossil Finder Museum
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Long before its o�cial establishment in the late 1800s, the 
Hot Springs area had been known for generations among Native 
Americans for its rejuvenating warm mineral spring waters which 
were used by tribes for physical and spiritual cleansing and healing. 
When Hot Springs began to be settled by westward travelers, it 
became well-known for its bath houses, luxurious hotels, hospitals 
and health sanitariums, including Battle Mountain National Historic 
Landmark, which still today an active VA hospital renowned for its 
highly successful PTSD treatment program. In 2014, the State of South  
Dakota saw �t to o�cially designate Hot Springs as “The Veterans 
Town” of South Dakota.

Travelers can still �nd plenty of healing experiences – physical, 
mental and emotional - in this picturesque community nestled along 
Fall River, which winds its way through downtown past the distinctive 
pink sandstone buildings, nearly all built from local quarries. Evans 
Plunge, named for its founder, early Hot Springs businessman Fred 
Evans, is the Black Hills’ oldest tourist attraction, and you can still soak 
and play in the warm 87 degree water year round. The Mammoth 
Site, a National Natural Landmark, is the �nal resting place of over 
60 mammoths and other prehistoric creatures that fell into a sinkhole 
thousands of years ago and continues to be an active dig site, as well 
as a world-class museum.

Mere minutes north of Hot Springs, one can �nd Wind Cave 
National Park, with wildlife abound over the world’s sixth longest 

cave and one of our country’s oldest national parks. To the southwest, 
the Black Hills Wild Horse Sanctuary is not only home to hundreds of 
rescued wild mustangs, but also a working ranch, spectacular western 
scenery and both Native American and cowboy cultural history. The 
rapidly growing Angostura & Sheps Canyon State Recreation Areas 
boast the best �shing, swimming, boating, camping opportunities 
in the Southern Hills. Outdoors lovers will also �nd adventure at Cold 
Brook & Cottonwood Lakes and at the city’s �ve parks.

And, of course, in Hot Springs itself you can explore the history 
of the area at the Pioneer Museum, located in an original sandstone 
schoolhouse, hike one of Hot Springs’ many walking trails, including 
the one-mile long Fall River Freedom Trail, play a round of golf at the 
beautiful 18 hole Southern Hills Golf Course, consistently ranked one 
of the best places to play in South Dakota, drink the warm spring water 
from Kidney Springs, check out beautiful murals 
depicting the history and legacy of Hot Springs, 
spend time perusing the shops downtown, 
eat at one of the wonderful restaurants,  
 –  Hot Springs is a vacation all its own!

Hot Springs. . .Hot Springs. . .
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Hot Springs in South Dakota lives 
up to its name. Nestled in the heart of the 

Black Hills, residents of this area have been 
taking advantage of the healing springs 

for thousands of years. The Lakota called 
the warm waters “wiwila kata.”

Black Hills, residents of this area have been 
taking advantage of the healing springs 

HOT SPRINGS
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ATTRACTIONS
Mammoth Site
World Fossil Finder Museum
Evans Plunge
Angostura Reservoir

LODGING (605)
Log Cabin Motel  745-5166
Super 8 745-3888
Stay USA 745-4411
Baymont 745-7378
Dollar Inn 745-3182
Americas Best Value Inn 
  745-4292
Hills Inn 745-3130
Econo Lodge 745-6666
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HOT SPRINGS

Hot Springs . . . was named one 
of  “America’s Dozen Distinctive 

Destinations” by the National 
Trust for  Historic 

Pr e s e r v a t i o n  i n 
Washington D.C. 

Trust for  Historic 
Pr e s e r v a t i o n  i n 

Washington D.C. 

35 Clean, Quiet, Comfy Rooms
Individual AC/Heating

Extended Cable TV, 40” Flat Screen
Free 100mb Internet
New Pillow Top Beds
Fridge & Microwave

Recliners and Hair Dryers
Outdoor Heated Pool

At Door Parking • Guest Laundry
Co�ee Maker in Room

FREE MINI-GOLF w/STAY!

640 South 6th Street
605-745-3130 • (f) 605-745-6936

hillsinn@gwtc.net

Extended Cable TV, 40” Flat ScreenHills
Inn

Family Owned and Operated

Natural Wonders…
DID YOU KNOW…  
Evans Plunge is the world’s largest natural warm water indoor swimming pool.  The slide stretches 164 ft. There 
is an inflow of 5,000 gallons of water per-minute, with a complete change of water 16 times daily.

The Mammoth Site of Hot Springs contains the largest concentration of Columbian and woolly mammoth 
bones discovered in their primary context in the world! This National Natural Landmark is the only in-situ (bones 
left as found) display of fossil mammoths in America. 

Jewel Cave is the third-longest cave in the world. More than 120 miles of passages have been 
surveyed. Calcite crystals that glitter when illuminated give the cave its name.
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HighlightsHot SpringsHot Springs
The Mammoth Site...We Dig Big! The Mammoth Site is an indoor 
active paleontological dig site & Accredited Museum, boasting the 
largest concentration of Columbian mammoths in the world. Self-
guided tours, summer dig programs for kids, hands-on activities, 
exhibits, sluice & concession stand. This is an educational experience 
for the entire family. Approximately 45 minutes from Rapid City.

Evans Plunge Mineral Springs...Visit the area’s only indoor & outdoor 
warm natural mineral spring pools (87°). Quality family fun! 

Admission includes slides, rings, kiddie pool & health club w/
hot tubs, sauna, steam room &  �tness equipment. Lifeguards 
on duty. Black Hills’ oldest attraction! Swim, Soak & Play 

year-round! 605-745-5165, 1145 N River St, Hot Springs, SD 
evansplunge.com 

World Fossil Finder Museum... A visit to the World Fossil Finder 
Museum will reveal a large variety of fossils from many places 
around the world. Here, you will examine the best representation 
of the Earliest Richest Ice Age fossil site on earth. The ultimate 
feature is a complete skeleton of the biggest & best swimming 
reptile found anywhere, the Tylosaur named “Debby Sue.”

PLAY

VIDEO

PLAY

VIDEO

PLAY

VIDEO
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Evans Plunge Mineral Springs—The Original Black Hills Tourist Destination
For thousands of years, the valley of healing waters, called “wiwila kata” by the Lakota (meaning warm 

springs), was held sacred and prized for the warm spring-fed river.
Wagons ho to 1890, over a quarter century before four presidents’ faces were carved on Mt. Rushmore, 

Fred �vans built the first structure over numerous small, sparkling springs and one mammoth spring of 
mineral water that made up the first �vans Wlunge. These springs continue to Ňow at a rate of 5,000 gal-
lons per minute and refresh the entire pool every one and a half hours. The warm mineral springs of �vans 
Wlunge were seen as therapeutic and quickly made the community of Hot Springs a must-visit tourist des-
tination.

Fast-forward to present-day, the springs at �vans Wlunge Mineral Springs have seen two new structures 
take the place of the original 1890 building, with the most current building being built in the 1ϵ70s. Wur-
chased from private ownership by the City of Hot Springs in 2013, �vans Wlunge continues to provide visi-
tors and residents of the area the opportunity to swim, splash and soak in the natural, warm, soothing
waters. 

Our 500,000 gallon indoor pool measures 200 x 50 feet and has two kids͛ pools, a kid s͛ ͞Frog Slide ,͟ ͞:et 
Slide” and “Whale Slide”.  There are areas for volleyball, basketball, and lap swimming.   For those who like 
to swing like Tarzan there are the ͞rings͟ that in succession cross from one side of the pool to the other, a 
challenge not to be taken lightly.

Our seasonal outdoor pool has a ͞ Tower Slide͟ and a chairliŌ for ADA accessibility. Two hot tubs, a sauna 
and steam room comprise our Health Club which is adjacent to the indoor pool.  Upstairs health and well-
ness opportunities continue with cardio, spinning and weight rooms.  There is something for everyone at 
�vans Wlunge Mineral Springs.

The ͞Overlook͟ is a great location for non-swimmers to view the action while sipping a cool drink from 
our Snack �ar.  �vans Wlunge houses a giŌ shop next to the Snack �ar.  We value our local and traveling 
guests, offering large group, AAA, veteran and senior rates.

HOT SPRINGS
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Discover the world of the last Ice Age at The Mammoth 
Site located in Hot Springs, South Dakota about 45 
minutes from Rapid City, South Dakota.
The Mammoth Site is an indoor 
active paleontological dig site 
and accredited museum. 
The Mammoth Site 
boasts the largest 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
of mammoths 
in the world 
that have been 
unearthed with 
a count of over 60 
mammoths and 
87 other species. 
This is an Ice Age 
journey for the whole 
family traveling back in 
time. Visitors watch a 10 
minute introductory movie in state 
of the art theaters followed by a self- guided tour. 
On the tour, visitors walk the edges of the sinkhole 
where Columbian and woolly mammoths and other 
species became trapped leaving a treasure trove of 
fossil remains.

HOT SPRINGS

After the tour, visitors are able to explore the Ice 
Age Exhibit Hall and travel downstairs to catch a 
glimpse through the windows into the laboratory 

where preparation and research of 
the fossils is conducted.

The M ammoth S i te 
also offers Summer 

P r o g r a m s  f o r 
chi ldren,  such 
as the Junior 
Paleontologist 
Program and 
t h e  F a m i l y 
D i g  Pro gra m 

that  provides 
h a n d s - o n 

learning. Advanced 
r e s e r v a t i o n s  a r e 

recommended for these 
programs. 

Allow at least an hour and half to 
explore this unique link to our past while making 
memories for the whole family. 
The Mammoth Site is a 501 (c)(3) Non-Profit 
Organization  and one of only four accredited 
museums in South Dakota.

PLAY

VIDEO

One of only Four 

Accredited Museums in 

South Dakota!

FREE
GEOLOGICAL SAMPLE

from Mammoth Site Bonebed
(With this Coupon and Paid Admission)

TRAVELER’S COUPON

THE MAMMOTH SITE....WE DIG BIG!THE MAMMOTH SITE

1800 US 18 Bypass, Hot Springs, SD 57747
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Your Ice Age 
Adventure Awaits!

www.mammothsite.org 605-745-6017

Ice Age museum Daily summer programs
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Sturgis Brewing
Company

STURGIS

$22/Person
a Night!

(tent camping)

WEB

DID YOU KNOW…  
Meade County, the largest 
county in South Dakota, 
has 3,471 square miles of 

land area and 
is bigger than 

the state of 
Delaware. 

land area and 
is bigger than 

Year SDDOT Traffic Count Official Attendance
1990 528,676 400,000
1999 539,475 325,000
2000 604,441 633,000
2001 530,667 410,000
2002 561,752 450,000
2003 605,140 502,000
2005 547,370 514,951
2005 524,656 525,250
2006 449,527 456,968
2007 461,507 507,234
2008 405,475 414,917
2009 394,009 442,163
2010 459,968 466,769
2011 415,367 416,727
2015 1,000,000 739,000
2016 463,412 448,000
2017 376,033 480,000
2018 505,969 505,969
2019 499,654 490,000
2020 462,000 462,182
2021 525,768 555,000
2022 497,835 505,000
2023 458,161 617,000
2024 470,987 N/A

Sturgis Rally Attendance

PLAY

VIDEO
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I-90I-90
Elk Creek Resort

DID YOU KNOW?
The temperature inside any cave will be 

the average year-round temperature 
of the surface above it.

The Sturgis Motorcycle Rally is an American motorcycle rally held 
annually in Sturgis, South Dakota, usually during the first full week of August. 
It began in 1938 and was originally held for stunts and races, but it has evolved 
into being a meeting for motorcycle enthusiasts from around the world. It brings 
significant income to the citizens of Sturgis, a town of only 6,627 people. It is 
one of the largest motorcycle rallies in the world.

The first rally was held on August 14, 1938, by the “Jackpine Gypsies” 
motorcycle club, who still own and operate the tracks, hill climb, and field areas 
where the rally is centered. The first event was called the “Black Hills Classic” 
and consisted of a single race with nine participants and a small audience. The 
founder is generally considered to be Clarence “Pappy” Hoel. He purchased an 
Indian Motorcycle franchise in Sturgis in 1936 and formed the “Jackpine Gypsies” 
that same year. The Jackpine Gypsies were inducted to the Motorcycle Hall of 

Fame in 1997. Hoel was inducted into the AMA Hall of Fame the following year, 
in 1998.

The focus of a motorcycle rally was originally racing and stunts. In 
1961, the rally was expanded to include the Hill climb and Motocross races. 
This could include half-mile track racing (the first year in Sturgis, there were 
19 participants), intentional board wall crashes, ramp jumps and head-on 
collisions with automobiles.

The Sturgis Rally has been held every year, with exceptions during World 
War II. For instance, in 1942, the event was not held due to gasoline rationing.

$2.00 OFF
Admissions

Not valid with 
other 

promotions 
or discounts

TRAVELER’S COUPON

DID YOU KNOW?
South Dakotans’ own more motorcycles� per capita� 

than any other state...BY A LONG WAYS!
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Mining Museum

DEADWOODDEADWOOD

DISTANCE TO:
Hill City 37
Hot Spings 89
Rapid City 41
Spearfish 15
Sturgis 14

F irst G
 old  H

 otel 

Fee
 Par

kin
g

(T
 r o

lle
y S

hu
ttl

e) 

Bodega 
Berg’s 

G
old Strike

O
yster Bay 

Fairm
ont H

otel 

M
ustang Sallys

&
 G

host Tour

Iron
Horse

BIG D

BIG D

SD Arrea Code 605 
LODGING
First Gold Hotel 578-9777
Iron Horse Inn 717-7530
Rocksino  340-4583
by Hard Rock
Bullock Hotel 578-2222

Rocksino

Bullock Hotel

Flyte Restaurant

Dahl Chainsaw Art

DID YOU KNOW…As a Lawman Wild Bill Hickok  killed 
36 outlaws.  He was once fired after he accidentally 

shot his own deputy. 

DEADWOOD

DI
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• Relax in luxury at our boutique hotel, 
designed with your comfort in mind.

• Directly across from Outlaw Square, 
where some of the summer’s hottest 
artists perform.

• Featuring 86 state-of-the-art slot 
machines with an exciting range of 
themes & styles.

685 Main St Deadwood, SD 57732

If you, or someone you know, has a problem with gambling, help is available with the South Dakota Council on Problem Gambling. 
The toll free number is 1(888) 781-HELP(4357).

deadwood

Experience Rocksino 
by Hard Rock 
Deadwood, where 
the spirit of the iconic 
brand meets the 
rugged charm of 
the Black Hills.

For Reservations, Please Call 605-578-2222 or
Online at: Rocksino.hardrock.com/deadwood/hotel

DEADWOOD



TRAVELER MAGAZINE             132

'25 South Dakota PRCA
RODEO SCHEDULE

May 25
Back When They Bucked, Deadwood, SD

June 7
Casey Tibbs Match of Champions 

June 26-27
Crystal Springs Rodeo, Clear Lake, SD

June 27-28
Kadoka Bu�alo Stampede, Kadoka, SD

July 2-5
Black Hills Roundup

Breakaway Roping, Belle Fourche, SD
July 2-4

Sitting Bull Stampede Rodeo, Mobridge, SD
July 10-12

Wall Celebration, Wall, SD
July 17-20

Corn Palace Stampede Rodeo, Mitchell, SD
July 18-20

Burke Stampede Rodeo, Burke, SD
July 20-26

Deadwood Days Of ‘76 Rodeo, Deadwood, SD
August 11-12

Dacotah Stampede Rodeo, Aberdeen, SD
August 19-21

Range Days Rodeo, Rapid City, SD
August 23-24

Interior Frontier Days, Interior, SD
www.prorodeo.com

RodeosRodeos
'25 South Dakota Rodeo Association

RODEO SCHEDULE
Rodeo for Estelline, Estelline .......................June 20-21
Irene Rodeo .......................................................June 27-28
Pioneer Days Rodeo-Dupree.......................June 27-29
Buckhorn Rodeo-Britton...............................June 27-28
4th of July Rodeo-Ft Pierre..................................July 3-4
Wessington Springs Foothills Rodeo ...............July 4-5
White River  Frontier Days Rodeo   ..............July 11-13
Boss Cowman Rodeo-Lemmon ....................... July TBA
Hermosa Rodeo-Hermosa................................. July TBA
Charles Mix Rodeo ............................................July 19-20
Campbell County Rodeo-Herried ................... July TBA 
Winner Elks Rodeo-Winner ............................July 25-27
Timber Lake Days of 1910 ..............................July 26-27
Isabel Rodeo and Celebration.....................August 1-3 
Perkins Country Rodeo- Bison, SD ............August 2-3 
Faith Stock Show & Rodeo ..........................August TBA
Scottie Rodeo, Scotland..............................August 9-10
Bennett County Fair & Rodeo................. August 30-31
Wagner Labor Day Rodeo........................... August 30-31
Bu�alo Labor Day Rodeo.................................. Sept TBA
Oelrichs Rodeo ..................................................... Sept TBA
SDRA FINALS- Huron ........................... Sept 19-21

www.sdrodeo.com

DEADWOOD
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605.571.1263  • 372 MAIN ST. DEADWOOD, SD 57732
CADILLACJACKSGAMING.COM/DINING/FLYT/

LOCATED AT

EXPERIENCE
THE  UNEXPECTED

Serving Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner
DAILY
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0DiQ�6WrHHW���'HDGZRRG

Sports Bar
& Grill

Serving Food All Day & Late Night���,QGRRr�2XWGRRr�'iQiQJ

“Best Burger in Town!”
• FULL Bar

• Kids Arcade

DID YOU KNOW…After safely driving a stagecoach a world record 300,000 miles, Harvey Fellows 
died years later getting down from a flatbed truck carrying his Concord stagecoach during 

a Days of 76 Parade in 1929. (Deadwood)

DID YOU KNOW…
died years later getting down from a flatbed truck carrying his Concord stagecoach during 
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Thousands of Gift Items - Souvenirs - Knives - Gold - Silver - Diamonds

BergJewelers.com
over 4,000 items available

(605)722-0011

Landstroms  -  Mt. Rushmore  -  Stamper  -  Gold Diggers

Largest Selection of 

Black His Gold

Family Owned & Operated For Over 25 Years

EXCLUSIVELY HANDCRAFTED
IN THE BLACK HILLS OF SD

White Gold
New!

New!

eadwoo
South Dakota

D D
650 Main & Gold

Black Hills Gold
      & Diamonds

© 2024 Berg Jewelry & Gifts L.L.C. All rights reserved. Images are enlarged to show detail. Prices subject to change without notice. 

New!
Black Hills Gold&
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was an individualist, a ruggedly handsome man, a superb 
horseman, and an excellent marksman who could shoot 
from the hip with deadly accuracy.
        Hired as sheriff of Abilene, Kansas, he was diligent 
in his efforts to bring law and order to this western 
cow town until he accidentally shot and 
killed his deputy while routing a gang 
of ruffians.  He was remorseful over 
this event and spent the remainder 
of his term in office at the poker 
tables in the Alamo Saloon. 
Concerned citizens questioned 
the propriety of their poker-
playing peace officer, and 
public opinion eventually 
forced him to move on.
        W.F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody 
talked Wild Bill into joining 
his Wild West Show, playing 
none other than Wild Bill 
Hickok.  The show headed 
east in 1874. Wild Bill was 
a star attraction.  As an actor 
he was a dismal failure—
the victim of stage fright 
and failing eyesight.  He was 
unaccustomed to big cities and 
did not adjust well to life on the 
road.  His acting career ended in 
Philadelphia.  Frustrated and blinded 
by stage lights, he fired a volley of 
blanks into the orchestra. Cody was forced 
to let him go.
        The discovery of gold in the Black Hills of 
Dakota Territory presented new opportunities.  Wild 
Bill and his good friend, C.H. “Colorado Charlie” Utter 
arrived in Deadwood Gulch in June of 1876 and staked 
out claims.  Some say he expected to become marshall 
in yet another lawless frontier town.  Others insist that  
failing eyesight caused him to seek refuge and anonymity 
in the Black Hills.  Perhaps he, like thousands of others 
who joined the Gold Rush of ’76, simply hoped to strike 

cow town until he accidentally shot and 
killed his deputy while routing a gang 
of ruffians.  He was remorseful over 
this event and spent the remainder 
of his term in office at the poker 

did not adjust well to life on the 
road.  His acting career ended in 
Philadelphia.  Frustrated and blinded 
by stage lights, he fired a volley of 
blanks into the orchestra. Cody was forced 

DEADWOOD

DID YOU KNOW…
By the time of the Black Hills rush, the Chinese were a fact of life in western mining.  When the strikes 

were made at Deadwood, it was almost a certainty that the Chinese would show up, and they did.
Chinatown in Deadwood grew up at what is now the lower end of Main Street.  The town’s Chinese did 

some placer mining, but most were involved in other work.  Chinese laundries, restaurants and Imporium 
were common and there were Chinese bordellos.  There were opium dens, but not where 
Deadwood’s later generations told the tourists they were located farther up Main Street.  To 

a considerable extent, the Chinese brought their own culture to Deadwood, but they were 
never really welcome.  Current archaeology digs in the Chinese section of Deadwood are 

expanding our understanding of their presents.

it rich.

Deadwood Days
  During the short time he lived in the Black Hills, 
he became a familiar figure in  Deadwood saloons 

and card parlors.  He is remembered as an 
impeccably dressed gentleman who 

always sat with his back to the wall 
and poured drinks with his left 

hand, keeping his right hand free 
for action.

        On the afternoon of August 
2, 1876, Wild Bill joined a 

poker game in a Deadwood 
saloon.  Contrary to his usual 
practice, he sat with his back 
to the door and took the seat 
only after being chided and 
cajoled by his friends.  While 
the game was in progress, 
Jack McCall entered the 
saloon and shot Wild Bill 
in the back of the head with 
a .45 pistol.  Wild Bill died 
instantly.  His body slumped 

over the table; the cards fell 
to the floor. The combination 

of black aces and black eights 
became known as the Deadman’s 

Hand.
        The body of Wild Bill Hickok 

was buried in Mt. Moriah Cemetery 
overlooking the city, but the legend lives on, 

immortalized in the hearts of Deadwood citizens 
and vividly recreated by historians and fictional writers 
as well. The original wooden headstone, painstakingly 
inscribed by his good friend “Colorado Charlie,” has long 
since disappeared, carried away in bits and pieces by those 
seeking, in some manner, to become a part of the legend.
“Pard, we will meet again in the happy hunting ground 
to part no more”

C.H. Utter

James Butler Hickok…
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DID YOU KNOW? 
Wild Bill Hickok owed a $50.00 drink 

tab to Saloon No. 10 at the time of 
his murder.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Wild Bill Hickok owed a $50.00 drink 

DEADWOOD

SETH BULLOCK…
Stories about gun-play in Deadwood have 

created some myths about its first sheriff, 
Seth Bullock.  Bullock 
deserves western 
legend status, but 
not because he was 
a two gun lawman.  
Born in Canada, 
Bullock gained 
experience in 
business and law 
enforcement on 
the Montana gold 
rush frontier.

Bullock wrote the 
Montana territorial 
legislature’s resolution 
requesting creation of 
Yellowstone National Park.  When Bullock came 
to Deadwood in 1876, his background made him 
a logical choice as Lawrence County’s �rst sheri�, 
but he seldom wore a pistol.  Seth captured stage 
robbers and foiled jail breaks, but his role in law 
enforcement was a tiny part of the real Bullock 
story.

He served as a South Dakota US Marshall and was 
the �rst supervisor of the Black Hills National Forest.  
He played a key role in establishing America’s �rst 
national monument at Devil’s Tower, Wyoming.  
A close friend of President Theodore Roosevelt, 
Bullock secured funding for the construction of a 
water reservoir north of Belle Fourche to irrigate 
thousands of acres of crop land.  Seth hunted 
and �shed with T.R. and guided his sons on many 
summer expeditions.  Roosevelt called Bullock 
“My ideal typical American”.  Bullock’s stone tower 
memorial to his friend still stands near Deadwood.  
Bullock’s grave high in Mt. Moriah was so located 
so the Roosevelt memorial could be seen. 

Seth Bullock.  Bullock 
deserves western 

Montana territorial 
legislature’s resolution 

DID YOU KNOW…Gold is the only metal that 
will not oxidize, even if its buried in the 

ground for thousands of years.
will not oxidize, even if its buried in the 

Bullock Hotel Ghost Tour... 
Many believe that Deadwood’s first sheriff, Seth 

Bullock, still haunts the streets of town, particularly inside 
the Bullock Hotel that he built and opened in 1895.  

Apparently Seth’s 
g h o s t  w a n t s  t o 
ensure that the staff 
is working hard, as 
paranormal events 
tend to increase when 
staff members stand idle, whistle or hum a tune. Sometimes 
items are inexplicably moved by unseen hands, and 
showers turn on, seemingly, of their own accord.  These 
strange occurrences have happened according to both 
staff and guests, especially reports of a strong paranormal 
presence in the hallways of the second and third floors.

At the hotel’s front desk an old podium contains two 
books outlining countless stories of visitors paranormal 
experiences at the Bullock, while many photos capture 
orbs, faces and apparitions.  

Many famous paranormal investigations have occurred 
here over the years. Other frequently occurring ghostly 
activities include moving objects, televisions activating, 
voices, shoulder taps and smells of perfume and cigar 
smoke.

No visit to Deadwood is complete without a ghost tour 
of the historic Bullock Hotel.

MARTHA “Calamity Jane” CANARY 
(1850-1903)
  In her short 53 years, Calamity Jane lived more than 

most.  She worked on a bull train, performed in a wild 
west show, and was a prostitute of little repute-we assume 

because of her appearance.
   One story most historians claim 
to be strictly a figment of Calamity 
Jane’s imagination was her claim 
to have been Wild Bill Hickok’s 
sweetheart.  His acts of charity and 
her willingness to nurse the sick 
attest to the warm, soft side of this 
rough and ready denizen of the Old 
West.  In 1903, Calamity Jane died 
in the mining camp of Terry from 
a variety of ailments, chief among 
which was acute alcoholism.  One 
can only wonder what the elegant 

and fastidious Wild Bill would have to say of Calamity 
Jane’s dying wish-which, as you can see, was granted-to 
be buried next to him.

Deadwood’s Methodist Church was the first church 
ever visited by Calamity Jane.  It was her own funeral.
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“The Beginning 
of a Great Vacation”

SPEARFISH REC & AQUATICS CENTER…If you’re looking to cool 
off in the summer heat, perfect your 3-point shot or improve 
your fitness level then the Spearfish Rec & Aquatics Center 
is the place for you!  Opening in 2008, the City of Spearfish 
transformed an empty 71,000 square-foot box store into a 
state of the art recreation center and seasonal water park.
The outdoor water park is open noon to 7:00 p.m., Memorial 
Day through Labor Day, and has something for all ages and 
swimming abilities including a baby pool, lap pool, deep pool 
and lazy river.  The SRAC water park play features include 
a splash pad, a climbing wall, an adventure walk and three 
twisting water slides.  The pool deck offers ample space for 
sun and shade!  Inside the recreation center you can enjoy the 
two-court gymnasium lined for basketball, volleyball, tennis and 
indoor soccer or use the three-lane suspended walking track.

The SRAC offers a full cardio center with treadmills, ellipticals, 
ascent trainers, bicycles and more.  In addition, the center has a 
full strength training room equipped with selectorized strength 
machines, free weights, squat racks and an alternative body 
weight training system utilizing TRX bands.  Want more?  Take 
a swing in the batting cages, play pickleball, join us for a roller 
skating party or for one of our many community, youth and 
family events.  We can help you host your birthday party, family 
gathering, business meeting or sports tournament.   The list 
goes on…so check us out because the Spearfish Rec & Aquatics 
Center is the place for fitness and fun!  Visit us on the web at 
SpearfishRecCenter.com or in person at 122 Recreation Lane, 
Spearfish.
For more information please call the SRAC at 605-722-1430.
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Chris’ Campground          642-2239
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DID YOU KNOW…
On a frigid Spearfish 
morning in 1943, the 
people of Spearfish 
were surprised by the 
sound of  break ing 
window glass.  People 
outside on the -4º 
day were all the more 
astounded for the cause 
of the freak accident, 
an unusually warm 
“chinook” wind, had 
increased the outside 
temperature by 59º in 
less than two minutes 
... as recorded in the 

Guinness Book 
o f  W o r l d 

Records.

PLAY

VIDEO
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Established in 1896, D.C. Booth Historic National Fish Hatchery and 
Archives, formerly Spearfish National Fish Hatchery, is one of the oldest 
operating hatcheries in the country dedicated to fish culture and resource 
management.

• Feed the Fish

• tour historic hatchery Buildings, Fish railcar & the MuseuM

• Watch the trout FroM the underWater VieWing WindoW

• Walk the nature trails

• Visit the Pond shoP - unique giFts!
South on Canyon St� • Spearlsh

dcboothlshhatchery�org

FREE
ADMISSION!

3&$&*7& 
1 $VQ Pf 'SFF 'JTI 'PPE

(Redeem at DC Booth Fish Hatchery Pond Shop. 
One per coupon)

TRAVELER’S COUPON

SPEARFISH

The D.C. Booth Historic National 
Fish Hatchery was constructed to 
propagate, stock, and establish trout popu-
lations in the Black Hills of South Dakota 
and Wyoming. After a very successful fish 
production history, the Hatchery ceased 
operations in the mid-80’s and reopened 
with a new mission and partnerships 
to help preserve the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service’s historic and cultural heritage. 
The Hatchery is named after its first Su-
perintendent.

Admission to the Hatchery grounds is 
always free. Visitors are welcome to stroll 
the hatchery grounds from dawn to dusk 
any day of the week, 365 days a year. How-
ever, the Pond Gift Shop,               National 
Fish Hatchery  Museum, Railcar, and Booth 
House are open during the summer season 
June, July and August, 9am to 6pm. May 
and September have limited hours. Stop 
by for great interpretive tours from our 
volunteers!

Please note: Because the Hatchery’s 
attractions operate with the help of local 
and traveling volunteers, hours may vary 
or be shortened without notice.

The Fish -  Visitors can get up close and 
personal with Cutthroat,  Brown and Rain-
bow trout by feeding them from above or 
watching them through the underwater 

viewing windows. Visitors can feed the fish 
365 days a year, as the grounds are open 
from dawn to dusk.

The Museum - The National Fish Hatch-
ery  Museum was created to preserve the 
vibrant history and rich heritage of the 
American fisheries workers. The US Fish 
and Wildlife Service collects and preserves 
the historic objects from hatcheries 
throughout the country making them 
accessible to researchers and the public. 
In addition to collecting artifacts, inter-
pretation of the history and technology 
of fish culture will enrich the experience 
of the greater community. By utilizing the 
museum collection, we hope to increase 
the awareness of the various roles and 
the inestimable value of fish culture and 
fisheries in everyday life. 

The Grounds - Spanning 10 acres, the 
entire hatchery site is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. Ponds, 
rock walls, water systems and buildings 
contribute to the site’s historic signifi-
cance. Although many alterations have 
been made on the site over the years, 
each change tells a story about hatchery 
operations.

Two life size bronze sculptures can be 
seen on the hatchery grounds.The Spring 
Stocking Pond sculpture depicts the lives 

of early fisheries workers.The Generations 
sculpture showcases the important role 
that fishing plays in American tradition and 
culture today.The bronze was completed 
in 1996 to commemorate the 100th An-
niversary of the hatchery.

Two hiking trails outline the boundaries 
of the hatchery site. The trails offer scenic 
overlooks of the grounds and take you to 
historic sites such as the mort pit.

The Pond Gift Shop offers fishfood, na-
ture and history books, nature and wildlife 
toys, gifts, and hatchery 
souvenirs. Visit the 
Shop for informa-
tion about area 
attractions and 
the history of the 
hatchery.

The Fisheries Railcar #3 - A replica of 
a Fish Railcar is available on the grounds 
showing and telling the story of transport-
ing �sh across the country from 1870s to 
the 1930s.

NATIONAL HISTORIC

FISH HATCHERY

PLAY

VIDEO

OPEN
YEAR ROUND!



TRAVELER MAGAZINE             142 DEADWOOD

THINGS THAT ROCK IN SOUTH DAKOTA … 
Imagine a solid wall of ice stretching a mile above your head and miles 

into the distance on all sides. As this last of the great glaciers receded (ever 
so slowly) about 10,000 years ago, it formed the “Mighty Missouri” River and 
divided what is now called “South Dakota” into two distinct parts. A drive 
through the state passes through the wet farmlands of the east, where crops 
like corn and soybeans are plentiful. In the arid rolling hills of the west, 
cattle graze where millions of bison once roamed.  The locals divide the state 
geographically, even culturally into “East River” and “West River” and the 
geographic di�erences couldn’t be more profound AND visible to the visitor’s 
eye.

Scientists have variously described the Black Hills as “the oldest mountain 
range on the continent,” “a mountain range, separate and distinct,” or 
“containing the highest point between the Rockies and the Pyrenees.”  Dr. 
Jack Redden, the geologist who mapped the entire Black Hills for the USGS 
Geologic Map of the Black Hills, characterized it as “a geological dome on the 
front range of the Rockies.”  Regardless, over eons of time, winds and water 
have eroded the Hills … from the high rugged spires of the center stretching 
out to the Badlands and prairies of the High Plains … exposing multiple 
layers to create a great museum of geological time.  

The Black Hills has also been said to contain “the richest 100 square miles 
on Earth.”  Rock hounds come to the area to explore or stake mining claims 
on more than 250 species of minerals and precious metals! Starting with the 
Gold Rush in 1874 and over the next 125 years, miners hauled more than 41 
million ounces of gold and 9 million ounces of silver from the Homestake Gold 
Mine in Lead.  During its operation it was the largest and deepest gold mine 
in the western hemisphere. Rugged geological outcroppings, myriad mineral 
deposits and rock beds can be found throughout area. Quartz, copper, silver, 
lead, mica, feldspar and numerous other minerals glitter along the roadside 
in beautiful and fascinating natural formations.  

Loosely translated in white culture as “Black Hills,” this ancient mountain 
range, called “Pahá Sápa” by the Lakota people who consider it sacred land, 
was formed in sedimentary layers in an inland sea some 65 million years ago. 
Dinosaurs roamed until molten granite intrusions forced their way upward to 
form the peaks at the center of what is now the Black Hills. Volcanic activity 
forced the layers of the earth upward and outward. With time and erosion 
they formed concentric geological circles that, when viewed from above, 
resemble an oblong target with distinct rings. Consequently, and very simply 
described, granite is found at the core, surrounded by rings of limestone and 
shale. In the aftermath of this great upheaval, dinosaurs were fossilized and 

DID YOU KNOW…
The Black Hills were already millions 

of years old when the Rocky 
Mountains were formed.

The Black Hills were already millions 

A Geology and Paleontology Paradise!
wood was petri�ed in the outermost ring of sandstone.  

The center of the Hills is home to Custer State Park, the man made 
wonders of Mount Rushmore and Crazy Horse Memorial, and Mother Nature’s 
grand spires of Sylvan Lake and the Needles Highway. A drive through the 
Hills from this center to towns like Spear�sh and Hot Springs on the outer 
edges o�er a full array of colors and landscapes … from deep and more lush 
green of the forests, through grays and deep reds of the inner circles of shale 
to the pale beige of the more rocky and dry sandstone cli�s.  

South Dakota is a favorite among paleontologists who hunt for ancient 
bones and other traces of long-dead creatures. Both professionals and 
amateurs have made truly amazing discoveries in the state. From 1993-2008 
scientists were at work at an active site called the “Big Pig Dig” in Badlands 
National Park. Excavation began after two visitors found a large backbone 
sticking out of the ground near the Conata Picnic Area. During that period, 
15,000 fossils and ancient bones were found at the site. 

The Mammoth Site of Hot Springs, SD is also an active paleontological 
dig site, boasting the largest concentration of mammoth remains in the 
world!   Discovered by chance in 1974 during excavations for a housing 
development, earth-moving equipment exposed South Dakota’s greatest 
fossil treasure. The Site now has the world’s largest Columbian mammoth 
exhibit and is a world-renowned research center for studies about the “Ice 
Age.”

In 1990, scientists from the Black Hills Institute of Geological Research 
in Hill City discovered “Sue” on a ranch near Faith. She is the largest, most 
extensive and best preserved Tyrannosaurus Rex skeleton ever found! Her 
story is immortalized in the book Rex Appeal and in the Academy award-
winning documentary, Dinosaur 13.

The Black Hills has some of the world’s longest caves and caverns … 
Jewel Cave being the third and Wind Cave being the sixth  … both of which 
are designated as national parks. Others include Black Hills Caverns outside 
of Rapid City, Rushmore Cave close to the monument and Wonderland Cave 
near Sturgis. These underground attractions o�er views of rare and distinct 
geological formations, as well as hundreds of miles of passageways below 
the surface. Tours are o�ered at all of them.

Although they are engaging and entertaining, tales of gunslingers and 
gold miners just can’t measure up to the in�nite beauty and variety of the 
Black Hills. To imagine that molten magma was thrust through the earth’s 
crust to solidify and become these mountains is humbling and awe-inspiring. 
One only has to see the geological wonders here to understand that human 
presence on earth is but one small dot on the her timeline. You many even be 
awed by the fact that we are here at all!
(NOTE:  Admission to some of these sites, or parts of them, are free and others 
charge fees.  Please check the individual sites regarding admission policies.)
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Imagine� a good lie on the fairway� aEout ten yards 
from the pin� an easy chip shot� mayEe an 8 iron� no 
make it a 9� and your perfect shot arcs up and « stops 
dead in the « SA1D�  It’s not a trap� it’s the ´green�µ 
Golf has been a popular sport in the Black Hills for many 
years� reaching Eack to the days of sand-greens� 7oday 
there are choices galore of professionally designed vivid 
green-greens� surrounded Ey lush pine forests� 7he sand 
is back on the beaches (or hazards) where it belongs!

The golfer can choose from a variety of twenty-six 
courses (more if you include miniature golf!) that are 
« municipal� priYate cluE� in the Eoondocks and in the 
middle of town « 9 hole and 18 hole « all of them set 
in the beauty of the Black Hills.

Generations of locals and tourists have found it 
conYenient to diYide the Black Hills into the ´1orthern Hillsµ and ´Southern Hills�µ characteri]ed Ey changes 
in the terrain and Yegetation� as well as geography� In the 1orthern Hills you’ll Ànd more courses surrounded 
Ey pine forest� interrupted here and there Ey stately stands of Black Hills spruce� In the Southern Hills you’ll 
see more rocky outcroppings around the courses� in addition to the Ponderosa pines� Rapid City courses 
haYe more deciduous Yegetation� 8sing it as a central starting point� you’ll Ànd golf courses in eYery direction� 
Here’s a handy run down with the numEer of holes and phone numEers noted�

GOING FOR THE GREENS … Golfing in the Black Hills

*' :06 3&"--: 8"/5 50 453&5$) :063 5&& 4)054 y
If you like to day-trips there are a couple of options.  It’s not really 
in the Black Hills, but if you head north about 120 miles you’ll 
�nd the #VòBMP (PMf $PVSTF (9)(605-375-3313) in Bu�alo. Or 
head east toward the Badlands, but is there golf there?  Yes, at 
the 8BMM $PNNVOJUZ (PMf $PVSTF (9) in Wall (605-279-4653), 
home of the famous Wall Drug Store, about 50 miles east of 
Rapid City.
The Black Hills spread into Wyoming and so do the gol�ng 
opportunities.  A straight shot west over the border from Custer 
will take you to the /FXDBTUMF $PVOUSZ $MVC (9)(307-746-2639). 
There’s also the (PMf $MVC BU %FWJM�T 5PXFS in Hulett (1�)(307-
467-5773), $FEBS 1JOFT (PMf $PVSTF in Upton (9)(307-468-
2847) and the 4VOEBODF $PVOUSZ $MVC (9) (307-283-1191) in 
… where else? … Sundance. Sorry, Robert Redford doesn’t live 
there, but that’s where “The Sundance Kid” got his name. 
Occasionally you might hear a discouraging word, but if you’re a 
golfer, be sure to bring your clubs and join in … you might even 
see the deer and the antelope play.  Hey … it could happen!

If you like to day-trips there are a couple of options.  It’s not really 
in the Black Hills, but if you head north about 120 miles you’ll 
�nd the 
head east toward the Badlands, but is there golf there?  Yes, at 
the 
home of the famous Wall Drug Store, about 50 miles east of 
Rapid City.
The Black Hills spread into Wyoming and so do the gol�ng 
opportunities.  A straight shot west over the border from Custer 
will take you to the 
There’s also the 
467-5773), 
2847) and the 
… where else? … Sundance. Sorry, Robert Redford doesn’t live 
there, but that’s where “The Sundance Kid” got his name. 
Occasionally you might hear a discouraging word, but if you’re a 
golfer, be sure to bring your clubs and join in … you might even 
see the deer and the antelope play.  Hey … it could happen!

RAPID CITY OFFERS A VARIETY OF GREENS RIGHT IN TOWN …
Hart Ranch Golf Course (18) South of town ...................................605-341-5703
Arrowhead Country Club (18) ......................................................605-342-6389
Meadowbrook Golf Course (18) ...................................................605-394-4491
Rapid City Elks Golf Course (18) ..................................................605- 393-0522
Rapid City Executive Golf Course (9) ...........................................605- 394-4124
Fountain Springs Golf Course (9) ................................................605- 342-4653
La Croix Links (9) .........................................................................605-394-5325

COURSES VERY CLOSE TO RAPID CITY INCLUDE  …
Golf Club at Red Rock (18) West of town........................................605-718-4710
Prairie Ridge Golf Course (9) Ellsworth AFB ...................................605-923-4999

IN THE NORTHERN HILLS YOU’LL FIND …
Newell Golf Club (9) ...................................................................605- 456-2195
Belle Fourche Country Club (9) ...................................................605- 892-3472
Elkhorn Ridge Country Club in Spear�sh (18) ...............................605-722-4653
Spear�sh Canyon Country Club (18) ...........................................605- 717-4653
Lead Country Club (9) ..................................................................605-584-1852
Tomahawk Country Club in Deadwood (9) ..................................605-578-2080
Boulder Canyon Country Club Between Sturgis and Deadwood (9) .............605-347-5108

SOUTHERN HILLS GOLFING OPPORTUNITIES ARE AT …
Rocky Knolls Golf Course in Custer (9) ...........................................605-673-4481
Southern Hills Golf Course In Hot Springs (18) ..............................605-745-6400
Ridgeview Country Club in Chadron, NE (9) ..................................605-432-4468
Legends Butte Golf Course in Crawford (9) ...................................308-665-2431

(NOTE:  Information is collected from course websites.  Please call the course 
directly for information about admission policies, hours and green fees.)
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Deadwood Mini Golf, Deadwood ............................605-578-3386
Pirates Cove, Rapid City ..........................................605-343-8540
Holy Terror Mini Golf, Keystone ...............................605-666-5170
Putz n Glo, Hwy 16 .................................................605-716-1230
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Open Year-Round - Located between Hill City and Custer on Hwy 16/385
605/673/4681 • www.CrazyHorseMemorial.org

LEARN MORE ABOUT CRAZY HORSE MEMORIAL® INSIDE!
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